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fivesimply

Special event on 14th&15th
March in Manchester offers a
chance to celebrate what
livesimply has achieved - and to
S plan for the future.Live it! is an

BN opportunity to come together as
§ Catholics who take action for
'social justice. It's a chance to
celebrate your part ilivesimply,
share ideas, and plan for the next
year of the challenge. Some of the
very best church leaders, speak-
ers, and entertainment will be
there but nothing without you.

Populorum Progressiauthor Pope Paul VI will be there in spirit.
Be there in person Details p.4&5

Remember:
FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 25 FEBRUARY - 9 March 2008
$e 3 -

o \/ \« Ny \/ o
— \_/» \_/» Ny \_/» Ny




Zimbabwe Talk & discussioncTin Cumbria Social Responsibility Forum
led by Rev Graham Shaw from Whitehaven Methodist it

Rev Graham has spent 14 years as a minister inativa. In 2004 he moved
from ministry with a particular congregation inte arganisation concerned
with meeting humanitarian need and exposing hungdntsrabuses. He said
that in the extreme situation that faced in Zimbap@enominational and
theological labels and differences count for najhand are swept aside. Th
only thing that counts is faith expressing itsalfave.

Bold prophetic action and a life lived in integr&ycompassion for others is
of great converting power. Every prophet needd@as@mmunity in which to
reflect and receive support, in Zimbabwe he was qfea cell group formed to
meet with RC Archbishop Pius Ncube, who was examphinistry of truth
telling but was isolated even among his own priests

The Church’s special concern must be with the pberdispossessed and the
marginalised. This concern cannot be exercised &@afe distance. Many
are risking life and limb to protest against thesgrinjustices in Zimbabwe.
He talked of living in dread of the knock on theodand arrival of the secret
police. This is the reality for human rights deferglin a police state. In the
rich and comfortable West we have forgotten thffesng is a normal part o
Christian experience. But the number of Christiartgrs in the 28 Century
exceeded that in the preceding 19 centuries petheg

Zimbabwe became independent in 1980. At first theas the feeling of a
promised land & Christian leaders basked in rédi@églory of the liberation
leaders. But when this happens, how can the Charitiue? A healthy
prophetic distance is needed between church atel sta

He showed a powerful and challenging DVD that helenabout 18 months
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ago calledSunshine and Teaebout the situation in Zimbabwe, it is now even

worse. The DVD also showed how Mugabe has trainedredoctrinated a
youth militia, including children as young as 11/i@be loyal to him alone.
All members are brutalised in the training camps ginls are regularly rapec
in order to harden them up to commit brutality agapthers. Several churc
leaders set up Christians Together for JusticePaate, which called for the
disbandment of the youth militia. But its petitidrew little support, even
from the churches, because of the overwhelmingatenof fear in Zimbabwe.
A protest service in Bulawayo on the internaticshay for the victims of
torture was attended by hundreds of people.

Churches in Zimbabwe minister to some of those hdnee lost their homes
and are destitute as a result of the governmeassaction programme
(Operation Murambatsvina). The Zimbabwe Victimspgart Fund channels
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UK funds to Zimbabwe churches for feeding schentesTdis humanitarian

work is very difficult because the regime trieptevent any aid to people in

areas it perceives as being in political opposition

There is another side of the story of the Churchimbabwe. The majority
within the Church have succumbed to the huge ckroéfear that covers the
whole country and will not speak out against trggme. The Church in Zim-
babwe should be helping people to overcome thait faming and confront

ing evil, and calling politicians to account. Thee failure of church leader

ship. One tragic example is the Anglican Bishoplarare who is an apologi
for Zanu PF, has taken a seized farm and throwplpeif the land, intro-
duced fear in his diocese, and ordained unqualgreskts for political rea-
sons. Mugabe has tried to neutralise the Churatobytion or coercion.
The Churches in the UK should become properly mexat about the situatio
in Zimbabwe and speak out. Archbishop Sentamud@ently suggested tha
we should not be so hung up on the shame of oon@lpast that we cannc
speak in the present. The death rate in Zimbalwwremtly exceeds that in
Iraq, Afghanistan and Darfur combined and that vustmot therefore be si-
lent; yet it is important that we find the right wis.

Rev Graham summarisedtion that can be taken by individuals and
churches in support of the suffering people of Zimhbwe

1. Become informed There are many good websites including:
www.zimbabwesituation.com; www.zwnews.com; wwwaioele.com;
www.solidaritypeacetrust.org; www.davidcoltart.comyw.swradioafrica.com;
2. Use your political influence E.g. Rev Graham raised the issues with h
MP who immediately wrote to David Miliband (Forei§ecretary).

3. Pray about the situation and those involved in it.

4. Send messages of solidaritip the individuals in the front line, e.g.
Churches Together in Egremont did this recentlyraaeived the following
reply from a Baptist pastor in Zimbabwe: ‘| amisdt here at the computer
with an overwhelming sense of God'’s love and amaduls timing. |
preached from 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 |ggttrand titled it
‘Somebody’s Praying for You!” Now today your emaitives with a list of so
many pastors, representing so many parishes, paoglplaces I've never
heard of ... and you are praying for us! | am dgepbved, hugely encour-
aged, and once again, confident that the truthreagh in theory is actually

our living Lord’s mind and heart for us right noRlease pass on my heartfelt

thanks

5. Donations to Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fundc/o J Lark 48 Ellerton
Road Surbiton Surrey
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Change yourself... to change the world
Friday, 14 - Saturday, 15 March 2008
Friday: 7—9pm, Saturday: 10am—5.30pm

both followed by entertament
@ New Century House, Manester
- liveitincludes a sixth form conference orf™March 08
and an event open to gdisafrom 14 — 18" March 08,

fvesimply




IS your chance to have your say, and to hear witaef the most inspirational
people in the UK are saying, including Archbishgpcent Nicholsand Bishop
Crispian Hollis, patrons ofivesimply.

What will you sayabout climate change and the Church at the Fridgyt panel
debate witfMary Colwell, BBC Natural History Producer, and others?

What canyou sharewith David Wells who will talk about the theological and
practical elements of living simply and in solidgnvith people who are poor?

What perspective cayou addto John Sentamus? The Anglican Archbishop of
York will look at living in solidarity within the pbal community.

With adidgeridoo performance aclimate change gynto test out your carbon
footprint, alivesimply music group, creative workshopson liturgy and drama,
and a chance for communal and persoaféction and prayer about the issues.

The event is for everyone. that includes you! So rope in a group of peopie a
come along together. It's for anyone who wantsg¢egkmaking a positive differ-
ence as part of a Church of Action. We're partidylaviting people who may
not have attended an event like this before or In@esived in action for change.
Why not come along?

Is it something you can advertise to fellow parishiers or others in your area?
And it’s also for youth leaders, parish ministd®§1A coordinators, catechists,
J&P reps, CAFOD contacts and of course Priestsc@eaand Religious! It's a
chance to meet others, resource your work and leannthings.

There’ll be workshops, stalls and liturgies rundmyne of the top people in their
field.

STOP PRESS:The premier of a fantastic, ndivesimply drama written by ten-
tentheatre, and performed by Sixth Formers from Lofentiege in Manchester.
Following the launch, the drama will be availabidilme as a resource to engage
young people in environmental sustainability frofiaigh-based perspective.

Saturday Creche from 9.30am-5pm for Children aged-32.
See Website www.livesimply.org.uk for more details
Cost: £20 - 3 people only £50! Low income: £10

Book Tel: 0870 879 1006 or online: www.livesimplyrg.uk/event08



After the Hurricane
Last August, Hurricane Dean hit the Caribbean, dg¢&fing the banana crops
of many Fairtrade growers. Meredith Cochrane, Faide Foundation
Campaigns Manager, was in the Windward Islandshasstorm hit.
Here is her eyewitness account.

Hurricane Dean struck the
Windward Islands on 17th
of August. Winds of 100
mph caused almost total
y destruction of banana
¥ crops in Dominica, 75%
g2 to 80% in St Lucia, and
£410% in St Vincent. In
WSS field after field banana

{® plants lay snapped in half
4 or completely uprooted.

Standing in farmer Conrad James’s banana field ltu&ia, most of his crop
lies in a twisted, broken mess. He explains martyi®bananas were close to
harvesting when the winds came through, the weaigttie fruit brought the
plants down. While he was able to salvage sombeeobainanas, it will take
nine months for his replanted plants to be readh&ovest. In the past, this
level of damage would have spelt the end of baf@maing for most of these
farmers. However with the help of Fairtrade, fareiesave the finances, the
support systems, the buyers, and the confidenearegk] to not only rebuild
their businesses, but to make them stronger than ev

For Conrad and his fellow farmers, a combinatiog@fernment assistance,
and funds from the St Lucia National Fairtrade @rgation, will pay for the
cost of labour for replanting and drainage. Thedpanfarmers do not nor-
mally require hired labour, and usually work cobadttively, sharing the work
of harvesting with neighbouring farmers.

Because farmers know that their industry has a etdhanks to Fairtrade,
they are not only replanting banana trees butlaleeta invest in trees and
other vegetation that will act as windbreaks tagebcrops from future
storms.

St Lucia, the tangible benefits of Fairtrade asaclcommunity centres,
medical facilities, computers in schools and nydsiomes are only a few of
the areas where the Fairtrade premium — an addlteemount paid on top of
the price for a box of bananas - is being put todgose.
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In Where even a few years ago Fairtrade was relstg
unknown, 100% conversions to Fairtrade bananas
supermarkets such as Sainsbury’s and Waitrose he”
increased the positive impact of Fairtrade across t
island.

Conrad perhaps best expresses the determination § =&
farmers to recover their livelihood and their néad
our continued commitment:

“I have a lot of work on my shoulders but | will
keep growing bananas. | will build this up again
Just please keep buying Fairtrade bananas.”

From Progressio  winter 07/@\ C

Banana facts.....

Bananas do not grow on trees, they are the frult®Musa sapientum,
the world’s largest herb, which has flowers witheex organs and fruit
without seeds. The fruit is nutritious, easily ditiele and a rich source
of carbohydrates, phosphorus, calcium, potassiuinvaamin C. Latin
America accounts for nearly 80% of world bananaoetsp 15% are
from the Far East, 4% from Africa & less than 2%nfrCaribbear.
From 2002 to 2007, the consumer price for looseventional bananas
in the UK was cut by as much as 45% in a serigsioé wars between
the big supermarkets.

Fairtrade certified bananas first appeared on Ukesunarket shelves in
2000, going on sale in the Coop then in SainsbuBgslier this year,
Sainsbury’s and Waitrose made the major step dthwmig all their
bananas to Fairtrade certified bananas. UK conssuin®x eat over 2
million Fairtrade bananas every day.

The Fairtrade minimum price for bananas varies fooumntry to
country, depending on the cost of production.

All Fairtrade certified producer organisations eee stable price that
covers the costs of sustainable production, plusxéma Fairtrade
premium of $1 per box of bananas (18kg) for comityuinvestment.
Look for the FAIRTRADE Mark on bananas at: The Gn-8ainsbury’s,
Waitrose, most branches of Asda, Booths, Budgeask$4& Spencer,
Morrisons, Nisa, Somerfield, Spar, Tesco, and oshaall food stores.
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Success by working together
For many communities the concept of 'civil socigdyticipation' can seem like a
luxury, or nothing more than a nice theory - utitdy are confronted with a situa-
tion in which their way of life and their livelihals are in danger and they need tc
stand together and fight for change. As in Pedndb&a Ecuador, where people
took little interest in participating in decisionaking until, in 2001, proposals for
a huge dam served as the catalyst to stimulate comyraction and involvement.
Progressiodevelopment worker Frederic Pinel worked in Pediaobo since 2001
with Pastoral Social Pedro Carbo, a social orgéinisdinked to the Catholic
church. Pedro Carbo is on the Pacific coast, a poea with over 90% of the
population living in poverty, 62.5% living in extre poverty & 45% of children
under six suffering from chronic malnutrition. Baskervices are limited, with
water, electricity & telephones not reaching theolglpopulation & concerns
about education being of poor quality. Accordingite community themselves,
promoting participation is no easy task in the afd®e prevailing culture of
individualism is a real obstacle to organised parétion.
The proposed dam kick-started things, it made mewake up to the need to work
together. The project would have submerged 2,500elscand some of the
community's most fertile land. The local authormttitially denied the existence of
the project but the Pastoral Social got hold ofglams, organised meetings and
involved local representatives to discuss thempkesoon saw that the dam
would benefit mostly big landowners growing produldte melon, mangoes and
onions for export, and not local small scale fasn@nd even though there was
compensation included in the plans for those whaldvtnse their land, very few
would have been able to claim as they do not haitéew titles to their land.
Father Herbert Leuthner, the parish priest anddeuonf the Pastoral Social, says:
‘Together with local people we wrote an alternatidexelopment plan for the area.
People said our plan was ridiculously optimistid lae believe you have to have
hope and something to aim for.'
Through meetings & gathering signatures againstilim project, they succeeded
In getting the local council to change its positioom being in favour of the dam
to being against it - and the plans for the damewejected. It was a big success
which had repercussions beyond the dam projectnidwement to oppose the
dam created some fledgling structures of partidpatvhich the Pastoral Social
and Frederic have been working to maintain anchgtheen. And as Fredric said
'It's a real achievement because it isn't a plaat thelongs to the council or to or
ganisations. It belongs to the community and tigemns in both rural and urban
areas - to women, children and men. It is a todlhsa they can work together
with the authorities.' WWW.progressio.org.uk
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Just Church: let justice roll

How just is your church? Just Church is Churchdéwxin
Poverty's programme for churches and groups, degdignhelp
you embed a concern for poverty and social justidbe life of your
community. The programme is available as free doaad from its own
website.

Just Churchis available fronwww.justchurch.info Just Churchcan help
your group or church to more fully reflect God'si\cern for the poor in
every aspect of your life. It will help you to erpé ways of taking practic
action to build a more just church and a more\ymid.

Design your own programme...

There are twelvdust Churchmodules, all available as free downloads.
They cover every aspect of a congregation's litefarth, from Jesus and
the use of the Bible, through children's work, ragnd worship, to how
you can live out your faith in the wider commundiryd take transformativ
action in the world. You can mix and match modutesreate a pro-
gramme that best reflects the needs and concegmiobwn community.
We also offer plenty of guidance on how to plan anda programme.
Take practical action for justice...

Just Churchs designed to help you develop an action plaat, whil embed
concerns for poverty and social justice into yoamgregation's life for the
future. When you've completed the course, the geat you will have a
covenant service as a whole church, where you cotogether to this
plan. You'll then receive dust Churclcertificate from Church Action on
Poverty.

Join other churches across the UK...

When you run dust Churchprogramme, you'll be joining other groups
across the country who are tackling the same issuégir own
communities. Thdust Churchwebsite will include a section where you ¢
share your stories - your achievements and thadlestyou've faced - wil
other churches. Share your problems and draw gismr from others.

An ecumenical project...

The programme is suitable for all churches, whatgwear tradition or de-
nomination. All the materials are designed to b&illleand adaptable, so
that they can better reflect your own concernsteamtition.

For more information visit website: www.justchurch.info
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Corporations and Conflict

Private Military & Security Companies (PMSCs) sakurity & military
services at home and overseas. Over the last 16 thesse companies have

moved from the periphery of international politiogo the corporate boardroom,

becoming a normal part of the military sector. AMSC industry comprises
hundreds of companies operating in more than 5atces worldwide, working

for governments, international institutions & corgiions. They provide combat

support, including training and intelligence proorg operational support,
strategic planning and consultancy, technical tas®, post-conflict
reconstruction and a wide range of security provisi

PMSCs have grown exponentially in recent yearstdulee occupation of Irag.
Iraqi contracts boosted the annual revenue of BriMSCs alone from £320
million in 2003 to more than £1.8 billion in 200@ne recent reports estimates
that there are 48,000 mercenaries in Irag. Incaméhk industry reached $100
billion in 2004. Behind the rise of PMSCs lie chas in political, economic an
social structures over the last 30 years, and tibdiqperception of wars that
accompanied these changes. PMSCs enable governitmeatger their tracks

and evade accountability; they are usually not actable to government or the

public and so allow governments to get round legatacles.

PMSCs have become so much a part of war effortdttisabelieved that some
major Western countries, like the UK and US, waubav struggle to wage war
without PMSC partners. In a conflict environmekeliraq, the distinction
between combat and combat support breaks downeTifieften no perceptible
difference between regular soldiers and their peisaipport workers involved i
protecting convoys or materials. The potentialfoman rights abuses in such
situations in an ever-present threat, and it islp@apossible to hold PMSC
employees to account for their actions.

In the UK, there is no legislation regulating PMS3idheir activities. The UK
Government demonstrated that it was acutely awlamesaoy of the problems
posed by PMSCs when it published its Green Pap20®2, which expressed a
general preference towards some type of licensthgrae established along th
same lines as exist for exports of arms. But thee@Paper was produced befc
the war in Irag. Since that time the PMSC induktg boomed, while associate
abuses have likewise proliferaté&egulation is now long overdue.
Legislation must outlaw PMSC involvement in allfms of direct combat and
combat support, understood in their widest possbieses. Self-regulation by
the industry is not an optioBxecutive summary reportCorporate Mercenaries
Full report on War on Want website www.waronwanigouk
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Write to David Miliband, Foreign Secretary,

to call for binding legislation to control the PMSCsector
Sample letter
Dear David Miliband
There are hundreds of Private Military and SecuCiggmpanies (PMSCs)
operating in more than 50 countries worldwide. Theyk for governments,
international institutions and corporations. PM®@se grown exponentially in
recent years. Iragi contracts boosted the annuahtee of UK PMSCs alone fro
£320 million in 2003 to more than £1.8 billion iG@4. The potential for human
rights abuses in such situations is an ever-preébesut, yet it is nearly impossib
to hold PMSCs to account. In the UK, there is rpdiation regulating PMSCs ¢
their activities. The UK government demonstrateat it was acutely aware of
many of the problems posed by PMSCs when it pubdists Green Paper in
2002. However, five years on the UK governmentfaded to introduce |
egislation to take forward any of the options pnésé in the Green Paper.
Self-regulation by this industry is not appropridtee UK government must
move towards binding legislation to control the RBASector. | urge you to ensu
that legislation to regulate Private Military anecBrity Companies is introduce
as a matter of urgency.
Yours sincerely
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Example of Corporate Mercenaries in Brazil A private military and security
company hired by global agribusiness Syngenta Séedsshot at members of
Via Campesina and killed 32 year old Valmir Mof&ther of 3, and severely
wounded six others on 21 October 2007 in Santas&ette Oeste in Brazil.

Via Campesina is an organization representingandliof small farmers around
the world that helps them to resist the exploitatsd multinational corporations
and governments.

Seventy peasant families had occupied the mulanaticompany’s experimente
test site since March 2006 to denounce the illpaiting of genetically
modified (GMO) soy and maize seeds in the area.sbyeseeds had been plant
within the boundaries of the protected Iguacu HdHisional Park, which was
declared a UNESCO world heritage sight in 198@luly 2007, after 16 months
of resistance the families left the area moving fwovisional settlement called
Olga Benéario. On the morning of 21 October 2006uali50 peasants from Via
Campesina re-occupied Sygenta Seeds’ test sisrofihd 1:30pm, a bus stopp
in front of the main entrance and approximateljné@vily armed gunmen got o
and started shooting at the peasants.

Syngenta Seedss one of the world’s biggest agribusinesses gdles of over
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US$8 billion in 2006.
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patron-saint-in-waiting of our justice and peace mgement
Oscar Romero

Julian Filochowski former director of CAFOD anown director of the Romero
Trust spoke to the AGM of the F&J Commission in Baber on the life and
work of Oscar Romero. We had hope to tape theltalkhe machine failed so but
| have been able to obtain a previous presentatioinhave included an extract.
In our meeting in Penrith Julian started:
For me personally the greatest grace and privilegey life
Is to have known and worked with Archbishop Roraanbto

have enjoyed his friendship. Let me tell you hosyst

And what a story! Archbishop Romero, just simply

'‘Monsenor' as he was affectionately known by aldeople,

preached a gospel message of social justice, raarnti

change, peace and reconciliation. For 25 years fism

ordination Romero was what we would describe asadons

pastor, an indefatigable and popular preacher atethist,

parish priest, editor of the diocesan newspapear\ygeneral and administrator of
the cathedral. He promoted the local SVP, the boinrsiovement, and alcoholics
anonymous. He lived a life of simplicity and, aatiog to his housekeepers, of
austerity and fasting. He was guardian of the natishrine of Our Lady Queen
of Peace in San Miguel. Indeed he oversaw its Ibefiment and rededication - a
decade before the Aylesford ceremonies!

Cut adrift from his diocese as an ecclesiasticatduicrat in 1967, he had a
difficult 'blue’ period, seven years of pastorahifiae. By all accounts he became
sullen, awkward, pedantic and aggressively susypscad new pastoral practice.
Ordained an auxiliary bishop in 1970, he becamsecto the military government
and flirted with Opus Dei.

In 1977, against all the odds and all the predistjdo the dismay of the diocesan
clergy and many religious, to the horror of thesgraots Christian communities,
Romero was appointed archbishop of San Salvadortv@uweeks after his
installation the scales were dramatically shakemfhis eyes by the murder, at
the hands of a death squad, of his friend the tJpsast Rutilio Grande who
worked to organise exploited rural workers intoams. The government lied to
him. He paused and he prayed. It was his Gethserfiartdeemonstrate the
Church's abhorrence at the crime and to expressotinew and mourning Romero
cancelled all Masses throughout the diocese thewolg Sunday except for a
single Mass in front of the metropolitan cathedfélis infuriated the government,
the wealthy classes, the nuncio and some of hsepal colleagues.
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His homilies were broadcast each week on the davcesdio station and brought
him a massive audience beyond the packed cathétirakased out all the
meaning from the Gospel and then applied it diyecticontemporary El
Salvador. The Mass was never a political rallyratiher a giant catechetical
workshop in the heart of the Eucharistic celebratidere he told the truth about
the situation in the country. His message waslyttemsistent. No to the killings
of the right. No to the violence of the left. Yesgolitical organisation. Yes to the
option for the poor. Social Justice for the poaunthn rights for all. Yes to
dialogue. He invited the wealthy groups to a charsigeeart - sometimes gently;
sometimes more sharply. They believed he was dethagduped. There began
to be seen bumper stickers 'Be a Patriot. Killiaght Six priests were killed
before Romero. At the funeral of one of them he,sdily job seems to be going
around collecting dead bodies".

He brought hope to his people in a situation o&kdmg violence, suffering and
tragedy. He generated international solidarity

Archbishop Romero's relevance to the Church aagutice and peace
movement today is manifold. First and foremostse credible witness to the
resurrection in this post-modernist age. A modeisTian, his spirit gives us
energy. His identification with the poor demonstsathat the 'option for the poor'
IS not just meaningless rhetoric from the late 2@&thtury. The gospel is
addressed to all but its privileged recipientstheepoor. It is good news for the
poor. It can be good news for us the rich - proditteat WE in our lives are good
news to the poor. He spoke the truth fearlessbhplpetically. He was an
evangeliser par excellence. There was just no''dnunmasked the idolatry of
the time and named it. The idolatry of wealth. Td@atry of national security.
And the idolatry of the party organisation - on L.

Today we look not at tiny El Salvador but at oaitglobalised planet. The poor
in Africa are our crucified peoples. The scandal @ billion people living on
less than $1 a day; 40 million people living toaéth HIV - most without
medication, social support or pastoral care - andatcine. The misuse and
misallocation of our global resources - plentyvi@r and precious little for the
global poor. The global divide widens. Global temsand conflict increase far
beyond the Middle East. But we resolutely belidhag tanother world is possible'
- in John Paul's phrase 'a civilisation of loveNald of solidarity and justice. We
really can '‘Make Poverty History'. But global segumust not be a new idolatry
tied up simply with global anti-terrorist measurease must rather struggle for
human security for everyone and that must includgeegtobal war on abject
poverty and destitution. Oscar Romero would be wélat the very front of the
march

Full text on: www.carmelite.org/romero.htm
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When Indonesia's former dictator General Suhaed decently,
one injustice he didn't take to his grave was bistsl Nearly ten
years after his removal from power, Indonesiailbgaying back
billions of dollars to the rich world, much of @t to Suharto at th
height of his regime.

This includes £525 million Indonesia owes the UK farms
loans made to Suharto, including for Hawk jets andscorpion
tanks.

Every year Indonesia spends more on repaying dedtsit does
on health and education, while over half the paputdive below
the poverty line. Suharto's arms debts are adektibase of
'lllegitimate’ debts -debts which were lent irresgidly by the
creditor, and did not benefit the people of thedmemg country,
but which those people are still repaying. Worladers have
accepted the need to tackle the debt crisis, kuhab their
irresponsible lending helped to create it. Jubidebt Campaign is
calling on rich countries to lift the lid on illagnate debts, and
lend responsibly in the future. In May, it will ben years since the
people of Indonesia rose up and overthrew Suhart®98. His
death now gives the UK and other rich countrieeance to take
the lead in cleaning up international lending, aadcel Indonesia
illegitimate debts. Until the Indonesian people faeed from the
debts Suharto left behind, the injustices of hggme will live on.

Please take action:
It is time the Indonesian people stopped paying fatheir own
oppression. Please ask the UK government to drop dionesia's
arms debts now: www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk/indoesia

S
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Extract from Pope Benedict's World Peace Day Mesgg 2008
The countries of the industrially developed wontdfii immensely from
the sale of arms, while the ruling oligarchies iany poor countrie:
wish to reinforce their stronghold by acquiring ewsore sophisticate
weaponry.

In difficult times such as these, it is truly nesay for all persons of
good will to come together to reach concrete ageggsnaimed at an
effective demilitarization, especially in the amdanuclear arms.

At a time when the process of nuclear non-proltferais at a
stand-still, | feel bound to entreat those in attiido resume with
greater determination negotiations for a progresaivd mutually agree
dismantling of existing nuclear weapons. In rengwins appeal, |
know that | am echoing the desire of all those eomed for the future
of humanity. (Paral4)

The whole document is available on: www.paxchosgiuk
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Gangmaster Action
Following from the most recent Annual Assembly o tNottingham
Catholic Diocese Justice and Peace Commission raviigabour — a
modern form of slavery?’, | wish to commend to yoampaign action
launched by us on 3 December, the World Day of &titg and Refugee
The action is in the form of an e-petition to thr@rfe¢ Minister to extend

the remit of the Gangmasters’ Licensing Author®LA). This body was

set up in 2004 to safeguard the welfare and intedsvorkers whilst
ensuring that labour providers operate within twe |

At present the GLA is limited to the fresh prodscgply chain. Many
migrant workers in the UK endure a ‘combinatioregfreme low pay,
very poor living conditions and long working houfgbon Hugel Institute
for Faith in Society Report ‘The Ground of Justjdegbruary, 2007).
Widening the scope of the Gangmasters’ Licensinthéuity to more

sectors of the economy is essential to defend tigkits. Please sign the

petition at http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/Gangmastard forward this
message to your contacts and ask them if they wmaildilling to sign it
as well. Thank you.

Sammy McKenzie, Chair Nottingham Diocese JustiakR@ace Commissio

S.
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Fairtrade re-focus for Fairtrade Fortnight

Now that we have reached Fairtrade Diocese staawsng both the CAFOD
accreditation for churches and also a minimum 8638 our schools (actually
almost 50% are now on board) this year’s Fairti@oienight from 28 February
to 9" March 2008 is an opportunity to review our campaig

When we began striving in June 2003 there was Ghigster C of E Diocese th
first Fairtrade Diocese, as we worked, CAFOD bemzareditation of churches
but not schools. We have earned our CAFOD ceatiéi@and to

e

retain it we not only need to maintain the regaisitimber but add as many more

churches as we can.
The Fairtrade Foundation (of which CAFOD is onéhaf founding bodies) has
created a Fairtrade Diocese campaign (which exsladrools) and newly
introduced a Fairtrade Schools campaign too.
Obviously it is impractical to have several schemesperation which is why
our Diocese is working to merge the existing statitk the new, although as
individual Goals differ this is not a straightfomgigprocess.
Anyone who wants to newly bring their church or@ahnto the scheme can
find all the relevant information at www.fairtradeg.uk/campaigns.
Those who already have accreditation are urgedaiatain the practices which
allowed you to gain this and strive towards meetimgnew Goals where
possible.
There are many resources for schools and youtetsamh both the above site
and many other sources (especially the Co-op angl®and Planet). If you
would like to discuss this please contact me.
Although health and transport problems preventeadihg assemblies etc, | ar
available to advise and address groups in the Fafiela and will be able to refe
you to a speaker in your area if in other parthefdiocese.
For organsiations wishing to use Fairtrade teacarfige without increasing
costs, catering packs can be ordered from yout Fetarader.
If you are involved in secondary education andiaterested in the Young
Co-operatives scheme which allows 14 -18 year wlatan a Fairtrade
“business” with recognised accreditation at the, gelse contact me, | can re
you to those who have already taken the step.

Joy Bosworth Diocesan Fairtrade Co-ordinator bizwothb@hotmail.co.uk

or visit www.blackpool4me.com/baf for info & free rewsletter downloads

i

fer

Pray with the Pope that people with learning dishilities be loved
and respected so that they can live life to the ful
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Walk lightly
Each leaf, each petal,
each grain, each person,
sings your praises,
Creator God.
Each creature on the earth,

all the mountains Compassionate and loving God,
and great seas, you created the world for us all to share,
show your glory, a world of beauty and plenty.
Spirit of love. Create in us a desire to live simply,
And yet the hand of greed so that our lives may reflect
has patented and plundered your generosity.
your splendour, Creator God,
has taken and not shared you gave us responsibility for the earth,
your gift, a world of riches and delight.
has lived as owner of the  Create in us a desire to live sustainably,
earth, not guest. so that those who follow after us
And so the ice is cracked, = may enjoy the fruits of your creation.
the rivers dry, God of peace and justice,
the valleys flooded you give us the capacity to change,
and the snowcaps melt. to bring about a world that mirrors
God our Father, show us your wisdom.
how to step gently, Create in us a desire to act in solidarity,
how to live simply, so that the pillars of injustice crumble
how to walk lightly and those now crushed are set free.
with respect and love © Linda Jones/CAFOD
for all that you have made.
Amen
Linda Jones/CAFOD

Fighting the Banana Wars & other Fairtrade Battleshow we took
on the corporate giants to change the world: byielacamb, director
Fairtrade Foundation; Ebury publishing Book ch#nesstruggles &
celebrates the successes RRP £10.99
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ADVANCE NOTICES

Hope for Planet Earth: 25th February 2008
A multimedia presentation exploring the scienceiglclimate change
from a Christian perspective and its impact on peapd the planet.
With leading experts from Tearfund, A Rocha, Jolay Riitiative, The
Faraday Institute and Share Jesus Internationksweiler Community
College, Penrith. Doors open at 7:00pm, Presemstommence at 7:3
pm. Tickets: £6 Adults; £3 under 18'’s. For tickéi845 0944 414 For
general information: 020 8781 1744vw.hopeforplanetearth.co.uk

St. Augustine’s Deanery

“Three Great Jewels of St. John’s Gospel”
Talk given by Dympna Magee, discussion & prayethm St. Augustine’
Conference Room, Avenham Centre, Preftake lift to second floor]
Thursday 2T February, 2008 The Samaritan Woman
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” [John 4 :7]
Thursday 28" February, 2008The Man born Blind[John 9 : 35]
When Jesus found him, he asked, “Do you belietteeirson of Man?”
Thursday, 6" March, 2008 The Raising of Lazarus Martha said to h
“Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiale, 8on of God{john 11:27]
We will walk with Jesus and the characters in thesstories and
discover again the call to conversion and renewedith in the Risen
Lord at Easter.
each session begins/@aB0 p.m.and end at 9 p.nf2leasebring a bible!

V)

0

im,

Zimbabwe Elections Politics, Power & Poverty
Speaker - Rev Graham Shaw former minister in Zimbabwe see p. 2
Monday 10th March 7.30pm
Lancaster University Chaplaincy Centre
For info contact: s.charman@lancaster.ac.uk o28B94073

&3

18



19



diary...diary...diary...diary...diary...diary...

February

15th CAFOD Lent Fast Day 02077337900 www.cafodukg.
25-9th Fairtrade Fortnight 02074055942 www.fairgaalg.uk
March

7 Women's World Day of Prayer www.wwdp-natcomm.org
10 Zimbabwe Talk Lancaster Univ Chaplaincy CeidtB0 p.19
14-15 livit! Manchester New Century House Infoelsmply.org.uk
20 5th Anniversary of invasion of Irag www.voicksorg

May

11-17  Christian Aid Week

17 Lancaster Diocesan Conference with John Belpsg

18 Journey to Justice: www.jubileedebtcampaignuirg

18 Not for Sale Sunday: www.chaste.org.uk

30-1  Churches Together in England Gathering “Enggadipirituality”
June

5 World Environment Day

July

18-20 NJPN Annual Conference Swanwick

*For next edition please send articles by 15th Jarary 08*

To: Margaret McSherry, Lancaster Diocesan Faith & lustice Comm., St
Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham Road, LancastdrtAl 4HT

From

Address

(Please let me know if any of the details of yaldrass are wrong and inform me if
you move house.)

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF TO THECOST OF

THE PRODUCTION AND MAILING
(Please make cheques payabledacaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commisgion

| would like details of how to contribute by gifida (tick if appropriate)
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