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Honduras: Wealth provided by the land 
 

 

The first thing you see when you fly into San Pedro Sula 
(the second city of Honduras) is the fields and fields of  
bananas. It’s the crop that put Honduras on the map and 
they’re crazy about them. 

 

And coffee – cash crops for the export market. After learning a bit of 
Spanish and doing some genning up on the partners and projects we’ll 
see, we thought we knew what was going on. 

 

We realised how far from the mark that was when we saw a field of  
pineapples. But pineapples grow on trees, don’t they? It turns out they 
grow on the ground. Maria-Elena maintains she knew this all along. The 
rest of us were shocked! 

 

We stay at a training centre for farmers run by our partner COMAL, an 
alternative trading network. With so many small-scale famers producing 
coffee or maize, harvest time can see huge price falls for farmers. 
COMAL cuts out the middle man, stokes demand, and makes sure  
everyone gets a fair deal. The centre gives farmers some top tips to get 
the most out of their land so they can support their families. The food’s 
good too. 
 

We assume that, armed with our digital cameras, ipods and (poorly  
functioning) mobile phones we’re the wealthy ones, but after a long and 
tortuous drive into the mountains, we had a radical rethink. 
Pedro Castanerra leads the community organisation in Camelote, a  
remote community living in a valley 1,600 metres up and bordered on 
three side by steep mountainsides in Eden-like lush vegetation. 

 

Producing maize, beans, coffee, bananas and mangoes, Camelote grow 
most of the things they need. In 1999 the community started its own shop 
with funds from the local parish church and now supported by the  
COMAL network. 
 

Before the shop, the community had to descend the mountainside to  
Gracias - a very long journey. The shop means they can buy provisions at 
a fair price, as well as providing a market for the products they grow, 
buying and selling to keep everything going. 
It wasn’t just the shop, impressive as it was, that struck us about  
Camolote. The community has had some stunning successes in asserting 
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community rights against powerful external interests - a proposed Italian-
backed gold mine and a proposed hydro-electric project which would have 
seriously affected their ability to farm. By coming together as 13 local  
communities and inviting other COMAL-supported communities, 1,500 
people demonstrated in the streets of Gracias for 12 hours. 
 

As a consequence, the mine and hydro-electric projects were stopped, and 
the government improved the local roads. They were particularly proud of 
the bridge spanning a mountain river which really improved  
communications and reduced isolation. 

 

Community leader Eduviges Sanchez says that “one person on their own 
can’t acheieve anything, but 13 communities working together can”. 
Local people are thinking about ways to extract the gold for the benefit of 
the communities. Whether that happens or not, the community has a wealth 
we lack in our society.  

 

Pedro Castanerra articulates it well - saying: 
“We feel rich. In the middle of this forest, we 
have mountain breezes, people have their 
own banana trees, oranges, mangoes, grape-
fruit and pineapple. If they want  
coffee the ladies make it here - we have so 
many things provided by the land”.  
Wealth indeed.  
Contact the Preston CAFOD office if you would like Francesca to speak to a 
group about her visit. Tel:01772 733310 

                            The Debt On Our Doorstep  
The Government has proposed that county courts should be able to issue  
'Enforcement Restriction Orders' (EROs), to allow for any action to recover 
debts to be suspended for up to 12 months. With rapidly rising levels of  
redundancies and unemployment, EROs would provide real help now to 
many households struggling to cope with the recession. However, the  
Government is now planning to delay introducing the Orders until 2010. We 
believe that will be far too late for many people, and are urging Government 
to act now. DOOD has teamed up with John Battle MP in a bid to get  
Government to bring forward the introduction of Enforcement Restriction 
Orders. John Battle has put down an Early Day Motion (see DOOD website)  

 

                                                                                                 Write to your MP to urge them to sign it.  
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Debt & Redemption 
report from Daphne Norden in ECCR Bulletin No 72 

When Ann Pettifor, former head of Jubilee 2000 & now campaign director of  
Operation Noah, spoke at the  Economic Crisis Conference organized by 
Churches Together in Britain & Ireland she reminded us that usury is a sin  
according to the Bible.  
Islam has deviated from the original principle but still condemns making 
money from money & insists that a lender should have a stake in the business 
& share in risks & losses. Not so for Christianity and Western economies, 
where a lender can make gains even when a company makes losses. 
The concept of redemption has been over-spiritualised. Its roots are as an  
economic term, relating to freedom from slavery & debt. We need to redefine 
usury as the practice of exhalting money over human & environmental values, 
creating money at no cost, lending at high rates of interest intended to  
accumulate unearned income. As the extraction of wealth from those who lack 
assets for the benefit of the rich, usury is the cause of the growing divide  
between rich & poor. 
Keynes designed the postwar Bretton Woods system to rein in the banks,  
restrain capital flows & empower democratic governments. There were no 
major financial crises from 1945 until President Nixon dismantled the system 
unilaterally in 1971 because the USA lacked gold reserves. 
Under Keynes interest rates were low but in the 1970s they began to rise  
unsustainably. Banks now mostly lend not to productive businesses but only 
to other financial institutions. When they lend to small productive businesses 
they impose punitive interest rates. 
The Green New Deal (1) shows us a way forward 
· Reassert the abhorrence of usury  
· Re-establish the ethical basis to finance  
· Re-regulate finance & credit creation  
· Low to zero rates of interest for loans that are short & safe.   
· Make low cost capital available to fund a green economic shift.  
· Keynes-style expenditure to finance investments in renewable energy, en-

vironmental protection & “green-collar” jobs.  
· Build an alliance between environmentalists, industry, agriculture, the un-

ions & the faiths. 
(1) The Green New Deal Group: A Green New Deal: Joined-up policies to 
solve the triple crunch of the credit crisis, climate change & high oil prices 
New Economic Foundation 2008   
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 Report: Philippines: Mining or Food?  
The Working Group on Mining in the Philippines, including ECCR and the 
Missionary Society of St Columban, launched their new report Philippines - 
Mining or Food? in  Houses of Parliament, to an audience of journalists, 
parliamentarians and institutional investors on Monday 9 February. Based 
on new field research by Dr Robert Goodland and Clive Wicks, the report 
highlights how mining threatens food security in the Philippines and it    
echoes the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines in calling for a 
moratorium on new mining. Companies featuring in the report include BHP 
Billiton, Intex, Philex Gold, TVI and Xstrata. Along with the authors, Clare 
Short MP  spoke at the launch about the City of London’s role in financing 
mining in the Philippines and the involvement of UK-based mining  
companies. The report will also be launched in the Philippines.  
The executive summary and recommendations 
are available on ECCR’s website.  
The Working Group’s earlier report  and the 2007 
assessment of which mining companies and 
financial institutions  are currently or potentially 
involved in the Philippines mining sector are also 

available.  
 CAFOD Early Day Motion on the Hallmark 

Nickel Project  
CAFOD is urging UK residents to ask their MPs to 
sign Early Day Motion (EDM) 320 on the Hall-
mark Nickel Project in the Philippines run by 
BHP Billiton, the  world's largest mining com-
pany.  The EDM points to flaws in the community 

consent process, allegations of bribery, lack of transparency and information 
sharing with the community, and potential dangers to the environment and 
local livelihoods. It calls on BHP Billiton and the Philippines Government to 
act on the recommendations in CAFOD's report Kept in the Dark  and on the 
UK Government to adopt a new anti-bribery law and to introduce legislation 
requiring companies to disclose information about the human rights, envi-
ronmental and social impacts of private sector projects and the payments 
they make to governments on a country-by-country basis.  

The EDM is online at www. 
edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37329&SESSION=899  

Launch on Sibuyan Island,  
Philippines. Photo: Cathal Doyle  
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Ash Wednesday call to  
turn away from Trident and nuclear war preparations  

The annual Ash Wednesday liturgy of Repentance and Resistance to nuclear 
war preparations took place at the Ministry of Defence in London on 25th 
February, drawing more than 70 Christians from around the country. This 
witness, which began in 1984, uses powerful liturgical symbols associated 
with the day and acts of nonviolent civil disobedience to call the British 
Government to repent and reject nuclear weapons and nuclear war  
preparations. This action was organised by Pax Christi with Catholic Peace 
Action and Christian CND. Following prayers in Embankement Gardens, 
where charcoal and ash were blessed and those taking part were marked 
with the sign of the cross, the group formed a procession, stopping first at 
the Old War Office and then at the Ministry of Defence Building. On route 
the building was marked with blessed charcoal by members of the London 
Catholic Worker. Prayers were offered for victims of war and violence 
while black and purple ribbons were tied to a white cross. At the MoD 
building the word REPENT was marked on sackcloth laid at the front en-
trance.  
This annual witness seeks to articulate messages and teaching of Christian 
churches. In his 2006 World Peace Day message Pope Benedict XVI said 
“What can be said, too, about those governments which count on nuclear 
arms as a means of ensuring the security of other countries? Along with 
countless persons of good will, one can state that this point of view is not 
only baneful but also completely fallacious. In a nuclear war there would e 
no victors only victims…” and from 20 Anglican Bishops, writing in 2006, 
“Nuclear weapons are a direct denial of the Christian concept of peace and 
reconciliation, which are social and economic as well as physical and spiri-
tual...The costs involved in the maintenance and replacement of Trident 
could be used to address pressing environmental concerns, the causes of 
terrorism, poverty and debt, and enable humanity and dignity to be the right 
of all.”  
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              And the challenge… to buy no plastic for 40 days 

 

An invitation we received and would like to share to invite everybody of 
any religion or none to join in pledging to reduce our plastic consumption 
over Lent.  Plastic harms wildlife, persists in the food chain, takes up limited 
landfill space and won’t decompose for 400 – 1000 years.. 
So why not see if you can do without it for a few weeks and get to know 
more about your local community in the process? 
 

To support people in Lancaster who are undertaking this challenge, there is a 
website www.notoplastic.org.uk, a series of workshops / events, including 
weekly lunch meetings, a showing of the film ‘Hawaii: Message in the 
Waves’, make-your-own cosmetics, yoghurt-making, trips to buy plastic-free 
food & more. 
 

Visit the website to sign up for the challenge, where you can opt-in to receive 
daily tips on eliminating plastic from your life, and where you can find de-
tails of the workshops (which are open to all). 
                            Email with your tips on living plastic-free.                 
             Keep checking www.notoplastic.org.uk for more info! 

Vulture funds are private companies that try to scavenge profit from 
some of the world's poorest countries. 
Vulture funds seek to make profit by buying up the debts of heavily  
indebted poor countries at a cheap price, then trying to recover the full 
amount, often by suing through the courts.  
These companies tend to be quite secretive, and many of them are based 
in tax havens.  
The activities of vulture funds highlight the flaws in the global financial 
system, which we all now recognise is in dire need of reform. 
Action 
Write to your MP and encourage them to write to the Prime Minister and 
Chancellor on your behalf, asking that they take national and  
international action on vulture funds. Find out more from: 
 Jubilee Debt Campaign www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk 
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The 2009 Archbishop Romero Lecture was delivered by Fr Dean Brackley SJ, 
Professor of Theology and Ethics at the Catholic University in El Salvador.  

 
 

Romero lecturer urges globalisation of solidarity with poor  

Fr Brackley is a New York Jesuit who has worked and taught theology in 
the Jesuit University in San Salvador since the murder there of six Jesuits 
and their two co-workers in 1989. He focused on how Romero and the 
Central American martyrs challenge Christians in the North today. 
Commemorating the assassination of Romero on 24 March 1980, he  
addressed the theme, Crosses and Resurrections in El Salvador: The 
Wider North-South Divide and Our Vocation to Solidarity.  
 
"The Catholic Church is well-positioned to globalise solidarity with the 
poor and well-positioned to protect our embattled environment," he said 
on 17 February. He felt a "critical mass" of people concerned about ad-
dressing poverty was growing exponentially, and church people were in-
volved internationally. In El Salvador, the Jesuits and other church people 
are working with the two-thirds of the population who live in poverty, 
one-third of them in extreme poverty. He said their desperation was most 
visible in the hundreds who migrate to the United States every single day. 
In fact, he noted, "in a few decades, the majority of the Salvadoreans will 
be living in the US". Yet he remarked how visitors to El Salvador, 
"wonder why the people are smiling and sharing their few tortillas with 
visiting strangers". He felt he had learnt much from people and communi-
ties who are excluded from mainstream society and often regarded as be-
ing unimportant.  
 
Fr Brackley regretted that "the prophetic vision of a Church of the poor 
had never been adopted by the majority of the Church in Central Amer-
ica". He shared the view of Romero that "the poor are the crucified vicars 
of Christ among us". He also feared that young Salvadoreans raised in the 
cities and in front of TVs, "know more about Britney Spears than Oscar 
Romero".  
 
However, he saw real signs of hope in "the growing solidarity of our 
time". Fr Brackley repeated the phrase "Another World is Possible", 
coined at the World Social Forum in Mumbai, India.  
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Jesuits have played significant roles in the annual World Social Forums, 
the latest of which was held in Brazil last month. These meetings attract 
movements and organisations trying to build a more democratic and fair 
world and they tend to coincide with and offer an alternative approach to 
the World Economic Forum meetings in Davos, Switzerland attended by 
bankers, business executives and government finance ministers.  
 
Words of thanks were addressed to Fr Brackley at the London event by 
Bishop John Arnold, auxiliary in Westminster, who reflected that, "you 
have reminded us about living the Gospel in our times. He said that in 
this Year of St Paul, "we are reminded about the wisdom of Paul who, 
even in the first generation of the Church, understood that 'belief' is not 
enough". He added that "if we are to be true Christians, our Faith needs to 
influence our decisions, our actions and they way we live together in 
community and in our witness to the world".  
 
Books advertised by the Romero Trust and available at all good book-
shops are: Through the Year with Oscar Romero: Daily Meditations Dar-
ton, Longman and Todd and The Call to Discernment in Troubled Times 
by Fr Dean Brackley Published by Crossroads 

 

Ellen Teague in Independent Catholic News 19.02.09) 
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Pray with the Pope that the dignity of women and their roles in  
society be upheld and asserted throughout our world 
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Stop Arming Israel  was set up in 2006 by CAAT, the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign and War on Want to campaign for an embargo on sales of military 
equipment to and from Israel.  
 

The UK has consistently sold arms to Israel. Over recent years it has licensed 
arms exports worth between £10 million and £25 million per year. However, 
figures available for 2008 show that, only half way through the year, arms 
worth over £24 million had been approved for export to Israel (figures for the 
second two quarters have not yet been published). 
Export licences approved in the first half of 2008 include:  
· components for combat aircraft  
· components for electronic warfare equipment  
· components for helmet mounted display equipment  
· components for military aero-engines  
· components for naval radars  
· components for surface-to-air missiles  
· equipment for the use of weapon sights  
· general military aircraft components  
· general naval vessel components  
· military communications equipment  
· technology for the use of weapon sights  
Israel has used F-16 fighter aircraft and Apache combat helicopters to bomb 
Lebanese and Palestinian towns and villages. These contain significant UK 
components including missile triggering systems for Apaches and Head-Up 
Displays for F-16s.  
In July 2002, the government approved the export of components for F-16 
fighters being made by the US company Lockheed Martin and sold to Israel. 
Then Foreign Secretary Jack Straw justified the sales saying: "The Govern-
ment has judged that the UK's security and defence relationship with the US is 
fundamental to the UK's national security ... Defence collaboration with the 
US is also key to maintaining a strong defence industrial capacity." He went 
on "Any interruption to the supply of these components would have serious 
implications for the UK's defence relations with the United States." In other 
words, the commercial relationship between BAE Systems and US companies 
such as Lockheed Martin was judged more important than the lives of  
Palestinians.  

UK arms and Israeli aggression 
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                                                                                                                                                                National Ethical Investment Week, 17-23 May 2009  
ECCR and UKSIF – the sustainable investment and finance association are  
working on a guide to help churches get involved in this year’s National Ethical 
Investment Week through worship, displays and newsletter articles.  

 

                  For info: info@eccr.org.uk website:www.eccr.org.uk 

The UK continues to sell arms to Israel despite the UN stating that Israel violates 
humanitarian law” and even though the UK's own “Consolidated EU and  
National Arms Export Licensing Criteria” are supposed to assess the impact on 
regional peace, security and stability and the human rights record of the recipient.  
 

Israel's own arms industry Israel's military sector is made up of over 200 public 
and private companies, dominated by three state-owned ones: Israel Aircraft  
Industries (Israel's biggest employer outside government), Israel Military  
Industries and Rafael. Private company Elbit Systems is also significant.  
The UK spends millions of pounds each year on 'battle-tested' arms from Israeli 
companies, including 2,000 cluster shells that were used in the battle for Basra in 
2003. Major Israeli arms companies Elbit Systems and Israel Aircraft Industries 
were exhibiting their wares at the UK’s Farnborough arms fair in July 2006, even 
while Lebanon was being bombed.  
Israel is now such a major exporter as well as importer of arms, CAAT is calling 
for an embargo on the sale of all UK equipment to and purchases from Israel as 
well as the breaking off of all military contacts. This would send a strong  
message to the Israeli government that its actions are totally unacceptable.  
 

Construction company Caterpillar sells its D9 military 
bulldozer to Israel, which then uses it for Palestinian 
house demolition, and infrastructure and olive grove  
destruction. Palestinians are often killed in these  
operations. CAAT therefore also supports the consumer 
boycott of Caterpillar until it stops selling bulldozers to 
Israel. 
 

Action 
 A Stop Arming Israel postcard to send to MPs is available to order free from 
claire@caat.org.uk along with a 2-page factsheet. Fact sheet downloadable from 
www.caat.org.uk  Early Day Motion 400, a kind of parliamentary petition, on 
British Arms Sales to Israel has been tabled by a cross-party group of MPs. You 
can see it on website. If your MP has not yet signed, please ask him or her to do 
so. Most MPs' email addresses can be found on website or you can write to her or 
him at the House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA. 
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Faiths4Change 
 

The project began as the Operation Eden pilot project in 2004 in Merseyside, 
founded by Bishop James Jones. Now Faiths4Change covers the whole North 
West region. It tries to overcome the language barrier, which has made the  
environment primarily a middle class issue, by grounding it in the everyday 
concerns of local people, eg about fly tipping or dog excrement. 
 

Faiths4Change offers  
· 2 core areas of training ; Sustainability audits: now accredited by         

Myerscough College and Project planning 
· 2 levels of grant funding: Up to £500 & Up to £2000 
It has to be a faith community that applies for the grant and the group has to 
find matched funding: a fifth of the grant in the top 10% most deprived  
parishes in the country and a third of the grant elsewhere. The project officer 
will work with the local group on finding match funding. Funding is given on 
sustainable principles so that projects are environmentally sound and source 
locally.. 
Sustainability Audits: Faiths4Change is offering a free sustainability audit to 
any place of worship in North West England. The project covers the cost of 
the trainer, lunch for all participants and travel expenses if necessary. 
The outcome of these audits is both environmentally beneficial and saves 
money for the church. The audit comprises a 6 hour vocational training  
session either lasting a whole day or held over two evenings. The event is 
hosted for free by the faith community building being audited. Minimum  
participation is 6 people and the maximum is 20. The aim is that participants 
should include certain key people in the church, especially whoever is  
responsible for the maintenance of the building and whoever is responsible 
for the finances. It is intended that participation will be wider than the host 
church, who work to publicise it locally and attract others from other 
churches, other local faith communities, other local organisations and local 
residents. The first part of the audit looks at issues around sustainability and 
in the second part participants go round the building with a check list and 
draw up an action plan. The focus is on small cheaper short-term measures 
that will save money over a short time period, although it also looks at larger 
longer term measures and at people as a church’s biggest resource. The audit 
covers energy, water, rubbish and products (e.g. cleaning products).  

For more information contact Tom Fyson at: 
 Faith4Change, St Augustines New Avenham Centre, Preston PR1 3YJ 

Tel:01772 901014 tom@faiths4change.org.uk   ww.faiths4change.org.uk 
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                         Are you interested in pro-life issues?  
Penrith Life Group needs counsellors and skilled helpers.   
Training on Life Issues, with Carlisle Life Group, will take place in  
Carlisle between 11a.m. and 4p.m. on Saturday 4th April, Sunday 5th 

April and Saturday 9th May 2009. Life members /supporters free of 
charge. (Contributions welcome) Others attending for CPD - £50.00 
Places are limited so book early. 
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Remaining Steadfast for Peace -  
Pax Christi Delegation to Palestine/Israel 

Members of a Pax Christi delegation have returned to the UK following an 
eight day visit to Palestine and Israel. The focus of the visit was to make 
contact with teachers and those working with young people, to encounter 
life and occupation in the West Bank and Jerusalem and to meet with Pax 
Christi partners - women, teachers, peace and human rights NGOs - to learn 
from them and share approaches to teaching and presenting issues of con-
flict and violence. An overarching concern, expressed by nearly all those 
whom the delegation met, was the war with Gaza. 

 

Many Christian and Muslim Palestinians articulated their fear that the West 
Bank would be 'next' and their frustrations that in spite of so many words of 
concern about the impact of occupation by the international community, 
nothing on the ground has improved. 
Teachers spoke of how their pupils had appeared absent minded in class 
during the war and how they had to struggle to prevent the burden of Gaza 
from overwhelming their students. 
The delegation also experienced some of the practical 
realities of occupation that Palestinians face on a daily 
basis. They joined Ecumenical Accompaniment  
Programme in Palestine and Israeli (EAPPI) volunteers 
at the Bethlehem checkpoint at 5.00 am in the morning 
to witness the humiliation of hundreds of Palestinian 
workers who queue daily, some from as early at 2.00 
am, to pass through turnstiles and security searches in 
order to work in Jerusalem. 
In Hebron the delegation joined Accompaniers who 
walk daily with teachers and pupils of the Cordoba 
school to protect them from harassment from Israeli settlers who live in the 
centre of the old city and from members of the Israeli Defence Forces who 
staff checkpoints. 
In spite of the hardships and mis-treatment of people the delegation were 
aware of a great spirit of steadfastness or Sumud (the Arabic word) in the 
lives of those they met. 
Israeli and Arab teachers who bravely challenge acts of violence and stereo-
typing of the 'other'; mothers who talk of their pain 'giving them power' to 
overcome obstacles; young people who choose to stay and make a life for 
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themselves in a situation that seems totally hopeless; Israeli and Palestinian 
NGOs, some working to monitor human rights while others work to restore 
the culture and traditions of Palestine that are threatened by occupation. 
On 14 February the delegation joined with their partner organisation the 
Arab Educational Institute near the separation wall at Rachel's Tomb at the 
entrance to Bethlehem for a candle-lit vigil for peace in Israel and Palestine. 
Prayers for peace and passages from the bible were read during the vigil. 
The delegation will work to produce a range of reports and resources based 
on their visit and make these available through Pax Christi's networks and 
website.  www.paxchristi.org.uk 
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Thousands go without water: courtesy Coca-Cola 
Amil Srivastava in The Bulletin No 72 ECCR   

 
 

 Most Coca-Cola bottling plants in India are located in rural & agricultural 
areas. They meet their water needs from the same source that farmers and  
rural communities depend on: groundwater. 
 

Coca-Cola bottling plants extract up to a million litres of water every day for 
their production needs in some areas. Two thirds of the freshwater extracted 
is converted into waste water. Bottling plants have often released the waste-
water indiscriminately into the surrounding fields, which ended up  
contaminating the ground water. 
Impacts on some communities in India have been severe. Wells and hand  
water pumps have run dry, farmers have seen their crops fail, women have to 
walk several kilometers more to access potable water for their family’s daily 
needs. 
 

The lastest battleground is in Kala Dera, a large village in Rajasthan, India’s 
“desert state”. The people of Rajasthan are well accustomed to dealing with 
water shortages & have often led the way in water conservation, including 
rainwater harvesting & step wells. The area around Kala Dera is particularly 
drought prone, experiencing eight years of drought in the past 25 years. 

 

In 1998 the Indian government’s Central Ground Water Board declared 
groundwater in and around Kala Dera to be “over exploited”.  Existing  
demands were not sustainable. Despite this, Coca-Cola India, a majority 
owned subsidiary of the Coca-Cola Company of Atlanta, built & started a 
bottling plant in Kala Dera in 2000, two years after the government had  
declared the area’s ground water overexploited. 

 

It came as no surprise that the groundwater table in Kala Dera dropped by 
nearly 10 metres in the first five years of bottling operations. Over 50  
villages in the vicinity of Kala Dera started to experience severe water short-
ages. The villages closest to the plant saw many wells dry up with significant 
crop losses. 
 

Impacted communities began to organize, & in 2003 representatives from 22  
villages met in Kala Dera to pass a resolution demanding the plant’s  
shut-down. The Coca-Cola Sangharsh Samiti (Coca-Cola Struggle  
Committee) started “struggle committees” in over 30 villages around the 
plant. 
 

Coca-Cola has maintained that it is not responsible for the water crisis and 
that the farmers & lack of rainfall in the area are to blame. 
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The community-led campaign has major  
international support, more than 20 colleges 
and universities have taken action against the  
company. The result of the campaign at the  
University of Michigan USA was that the  
company agreed to an independent assessment 
of its operations in India in order the company 
could do business with the university. 

 

The assessment, paid for by Coca-Cola &  
released in early 2008 looked only at 6 of the 
49 plants but included Kala Dera. The report  
validated the communities’ concerns & was a 
strong indictment of the company’s operations 
in India, particularly in the case of Kala Dera. 
Among the report’s findings were that the company has sited its bottling 
plants without due consideration to community impacts, has not respected 
rights of farmers & groundwater conditions & has not met its own waste  
management standards. 

 

The assessment offered recommendations to Coca-Cola for Kala Dera making 
it clear that the company should stop using the village’s groundwater 
(alternatives offered 1.Transport water from the nearest aquifer that may not 
be stressed; 2:Store water from low-stress seasons; 3:Relocate the plant to a 
water-surplus area; 4:Shut down the facility.) 

 

Coca-Cola has responded with a major public relations initiative in India & 
globally, seeking to position itself as a leader in water conservation. The  
company has announced that it will become “water neutral” in India by 2009,  
although its own report suggests that this is  
impossible.  
 

And in spite of the overwhelming evidence 
against it in Kala Dera, Coca-Cola continues to 
extract water from the groundwater re-
source. 
 

       The Coca-Cola Company is particularly  
       susceptible to public pressure in its larger  
                    markets, such as the UK.  
       It will take a sustained international campaign to hold it accountable  
               for abuses & to bring justice to communities in India. 
 

                               More info:www.indiaresource.org 
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Peace History-lessons from the past, hope for the future 
Friday 24th & Saturday 25th April 2009 

At the Imperial War Museum, Lambeth Road London SE1 
Organised by the International Peace Bureau & the Movement for the Aboli-

tion of War in association with the Imperial War Museum 
Registration £30 for 2 days £25 for one day, Full time Students £5/day 

For more information on the programme  contact:  
MAW History Conference, 11 Venetia Road, London N4 1EJ or  

visit www.abolishwar.org.uk  
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God and Global Warming  
What Christians should do about climate change  

April 4th 2009 10 am –4 pm  
Christ Church URC. Broadway, Morecambe 

 

Keynote Speaker: Mark Dowd (Operation Noah): 
Award winning TV documentary maker, including  

Channel 4's God is Green and Tsunami: Where was God? 

 

Choice of workshops; Children’s activities (for children of primary 
school age) A performance of Degrees of Change, directed by David 
Ash for Drama Factory; Worship 

Free but booking required For info / booking contact Kate Chandler  
tel: 01524 425374 or Email: Kathy@kasulu.org     
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diary...diary...diary...diary...diary...diary... 

*For next edition please send articles by  30th Aprl 09* 

To: Margaret McSherry, Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Com-
mission, St Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham Road, Lancaster, 
LA1 4HT 
 

From 
 
Address 
 
 
 
(Please let me know if any of the details of your address are wrong and inform 
me if you move house.) 
 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF ____ TO THE COST 
OF THE PRODUCTION AND MAILING 
(Please make cheques payable to Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission) 
 

I would like details of how to contribute by gift aid        (tick if appropriate) 

March 
28 G20 Putting People First March London p.18 
29 Diocesan Mass to celebrate life Oscar Romero St Anne on Sea p..9 
31 Poverty Testimonies St Clare’s Preston p.19 
April 
4 God & Climate Change Mark Dowd speaking Morecambe p.19 
28 Issues on Human Embryology Keswick p.13 
29 Issues on Human Embryology Kendal p.13 
May 
10-16 Christian Aid Week 
16 Day of Reflection Lancaster University Chaplaincy p.15 
17-23 National Ethical Investment Week  
June 
5 World Environment Day unep.org/wed 
7 CAAT Christian Network Day of Prayer 
15-21 Refugee Week 
July 
12 Sea Sunday apostleshipofthesea.org.uk 
17-19 National J&P Conference (flyer) 


