Faith & Justice News
May O9

St Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham Road, LéarcaAl 4HT
Tel/fax: 01524 383081 email: I[fjc@talktalk.net

Make your voice heard!
Constituency Lobby 26/27 June 20

The UK is now the fifth richest country on the pn
yet the gap between rich and poor continues to.gro
Government statistics have revealed that 12.8anilli
people are living in poverty in Britain today —tkdl in 5 of us.

The Get Fair coalition is coordinating a constittiebased lobby of MPs to
ensure ending poverty in the UK is on the agendaldhe

major political parties. It is calling for politi@ns to commit to concrete
measures to ensure:

An income that meets minimum living standards
Affordable housing and decent neighbourhoods
Fair access to services, without discrimination

If you are willing to be a contact point for yowrtstituency or
to take part in the lobby, please register yowsredt at

www.getfair.org.uk/lobby, or by calling 0161236 932
or emailing info@getfair.org.uk.

“We ask you to take part actively in the democrgtiocess, and thel
to vote with this question in mind:
“How can my vote best serve the common good?”
Vote for the Common Good Catholic Bishops'’
Conference of England and Wales, 2001
Remember to Vote on 4th June 2009
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From the Cumbrian Church Leaders
Use your Cross: Vote for hope not hate

June &' is European and County Council Election Day. Cuarb€hurch
Leaders are deeply concerned that British NatiBaaly election publicity
suggests Christians should vote for them.

We disagree. In fact, BNP policies would have ¢égrdesus, Mary and
Joseph away from their party and from our shoresnithey were fleeing
from Herod and seeking asylum. Christ's commanteashould love our
neighbour is not something that the BNP would applgveryone in our
communities — despite the biblical teaching tha&anesall made in the image
of God.

The Christian vision of society is one where eaetspn is treated with
dignity and respect, whatever their race or rehgibis a vision of hope.

Cumbria church leaders are totally opposed to tHE’'B attempts to stir up
racial and religious hatred, use false and disliactaims to exploit people’s
fears, and create suspicion between communitiesej#let their message of
division and conflict.

To defeat racist policies and platforms, a high tunout on June 4" is vital.

This is especially true in the European electiohgtvare decided by
proportional representation. Cumbria is part efforth West constituency
where BNP leader Nick Griffin is standing as a ddaté. He only needs
8.4% of the vote to be virtually certain of a saadl the money and public
platform that goes with it.

We urge all our congregations and communities &othsir vote for one of the
other parties in the elections and so ensure hieaBtitish National Party do
not get a seat in the North West. In the wordsdrhEnd Burke: ‘It is
necessary only for the good to do nothing for &viriumph’.

Rev Rachel PoolmanPresident of Churches Together in Cumbria - aegiéent
Cumbria Area of the United Reformed Church

Rt Rev Bishop Michael Campbell OSA Bishop of Lancaster (Roman Catholic)
Major Marion Drew , Divisional Leader, The Salvation Army N.West Bivin

Rev John Goddard Baptist Network Minister for Cumbria

Rt Rev James Newcome Bishop of Penrith (Church of England)

Rev Richard Teal Chair, Cumbria Methodist District

Brian Walker , Religious Society of Friends
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The Joint Public Issues Team of the Baptist, Megtahd URC have
produced two excellent documents in preparatiotbferforthcoming
Elections. AnElection Briefing which explains in simple language the
function of the European Parliament. It warns tiraportional
representation makes it possible for a party witblatively small number of
votes to gain power and urges community mobilizat@stop racist parties
from winning or increasing seatSountering political extremism at the
ballot box -A toolkit for church leader3 his advocates 3ee, Judge, Act
methodology the document can be downloaded from:
http://ww.jointpublicissues.org.uk/jpit_electionkefing 0409.pdf

Use your vote and encourage others to do so!

The d’Hondt system of proportional representationexplained

The European elections will be contested usingltHendt system, named after
a Belgian lawyer who devised it in the 1870s. Intcast to other forms of
proportional representation the d’Hondt systemcaltes seats individually
rather than as a simple proportion of the overaiéy

The party with the highest vote gets one seattatlah the first round. Its vote is
then divided by two. The party with the highestevot the second round then
wins a seat and its vote is divided by two.

If a party which has already won a seat wins arrainend then its percentage
vote is divided by the number of seats it has wlos pne.

This continues until all the seats are allocated.

Example: How the BNP could win an MEP in the NAffast
(which will return eight MEPS) with just 8.5% of the vote
(bold indicates winning party in each round)

Round Con Lab Hgm UKIP  BNP  Greens Oths

32.0C 26.00 16.5C 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00
32.0C 26.00 16.5C 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00
32.0C 26.00 16.5C 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00
16.0C 13.0C 8.25 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00
10.7C 13.0C 8.25 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00
10.7C 8.60 8.25 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00

8.00 8.60 8.25 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00

8.00 6.50 8.25 7.50 8.50 6.50 3.00

00O ~NOoO ol A WODN P
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bAF(_)D ‘bridges the Gap’ with new global youth leaders scBme
just one world with a placement in Lancaster Diocese

CAFOD is launching an innovative Gap Year leadgrduheme, supported
the Society of the Holy Child Jesus, to offer teonth placements to 18 to 30
year-olds. The new scheme is called “Step intoGlae” and will be promote
as “a year out experience ... that goes beyond tlielgaoks.” Successful
applicants will work with communities first in théK, then visit CAFOD an
SHCJ projects in developing countries for four towseeks before returning
work in their placements for six months sharingirtlexperiences with oth
young Catholics.
Applicants are invited from across the UK, and tiag¢ional placement will b
with two youth organisations in Englan8f Mary's College Chaplaincy in
Blackpool and the Hexham and Newcastle Diocesan Youth MisSEeam.

have orientation sessions and prepare for thatrteig\frica or Asia. The
overseas visit will take place in late 2009 or w2010. Participants will wor
with a CAFOD or SHCJ partner on grassroots comrgusgtvelopment projec
and get to know the community in depth — eatingnkiing, working, praying
celebrating, and sharing their lives with thoseytheeet. On their return, thg
will work with young people in a variety of settmg school, parish, retreat
centre — bringing back new perspectives from thearseas placement to enr
the community.

Rosa Trelfa, CAFOD Diocesan Manager in Preston: sétid a very exciting
project. CAFOD has more than 45 years experiencbudfling relationship
with communities overseas and it’'s great to haeegpportunity to make such
strong link now at home with St Mary’s College ifaBkpool. This is not mea
to be a glorified holiday or an experience of exteetourism; we’re hoping th

a lead in bringing about a more just world.”

Applicants must be open to new challenges and n@ereences and prepared
step out of their comfort zone and be challengetidranged by the experien
They must be committed to their Christian faith doda desire to share th
faith and experiences with others. They must ber@sted in global justice issL
and have a passionate desire to do something #imut They must also be
willing to work with people, particularly young pele, and not be afraid to

engage on a social level, be self-motivated antingito work in a team. THh
deadline for applications is 12th June and intevsiaevill take place later th
month. For more details and to apply, vismvw.cafod.org.uk/stepintothegay

Successful applicants will begin their year in Sember 2009, where they wi
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or contactyoungleadership@cafod.org.uk
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MPs demand an end to debt 'vultures'
Sally Keeble MP has led a group of 12 cross-parBshroposing legislation in
Parliament to stop vulture funds profiteering frpoor country debt.

The Developing Country Debt (Restriction of Recgydill seeks to ban hedge

funds and other creditors from taking legal actmmake large profits out of th
debts of some of the poorest countries in the world

On the 8 May supportive MPs joined Jubilee Debt Campaigh afive vulture
opposite the Houses of Parliament to show theipsugdor the campaign to
crack down on the funds. A new Early Day Motion NB10, has been tabled in
support of the Bill. Vulture funds are private companies which buy uprpo
country debts for a reduced price and then trydorcthe full amount through
the courtsAt least 54 companiesare known to have taken legal action again
12 of the world's poorest countries in recent ydarsclaims amounting to $1.5
billion. Vulture action is currently ongoing agaii&hiopia, Cameroon, Argen-
tina, Democratic Republic of Congo and others.

Most famously, the vulture fund Donegal Internaéibmbased in the British Vir-
gin Islands, won $15.5 million repayment in the Hi@ourt in 2007 for Zambia

debt it had bought for $3.3 million. Two-thirds &dmbians live on less than $1

day, and debt relief was intended to free up vdaburces for healthcare and
education.

The Developing Country Debt (Restriction of Recgydill was introduced as
Ten Minute Rule Bill, which allows a backbench MPatropose legislation in
Parliament. It provides for:An end to hedge funds and other investors buyin
developing country debt at cut-rate prices and theimg those countries throug
the UK courts for huge profits. * Reporting arramgents to the UK and
developing country governments. *More transparandye work of the funds.
*Anti-corruption measures.

UK campaigners are working in conjunction with ctarparts in the United
States, where similar legislation, the Stop VULT8R&ct, is being introduced
the US House of Representatives . The US

and UK are the two most popular jurisdi
tions for vulture funds to take legal actio
with the UK alone accounting for arounc
one-fifth of global vulture cases.

See EDM 1440 on the Parliamentry
or Jubillee Debt Campaign website

Ask your MP to sign it!
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Issues in Human Embryology: Exploring Christian Understandings
organised by the Social Responsibility Forum o@i€hes Together in Cumbria,

Meetings during April in Keswick & Kendal focused belping churches and
Christians in Cumbria to deepen their understandirspme of the key issues
and developments around human embryology. These bweught to public
attention during the passage of the Human Fetiibisand Embryology Act
through parliament in 2007/8, but are very comg@led little understood by the
‘person in the pew’.

The phrase ‘human embryology’ and the Human Featibn and Embryology

Act cover a very wide range of issues, but the mgstconcentrated on two mali

areas which raise complex ethical and theologiuaktjons.

Issues around the use of human embryos for meglicpbses including: the

use of embryonic stem cells in research and p@&stilblire treatments,
therapeutic cloning, and the use of non-humarete material.

Issues around assisted reproduction and the yse-amplantation genetic
diagnosis, either to prevent the birth of a ciilth a particular genetic
condition or to create a ‘saviour sibling’.

These are issues that generate strong feelingpamsibnate convictions among
Christians and others, with widely varied viewpesisincerely held by people o
faith, as much within as between the different &fan denominations.

In the meetings Christians came together to tatluathese issues in love and
grace, with a willingness to listen respectfullythose with whom they may
strongly disagree as well as to those whose viea/sn@re in accord with their
own.

To continue the opportunity to explore these issues Study Resource Guide
has been prepared to enable local ecumenical amadeational groups to
explore the issues in greater depth from autumm® 20@vards. This guide can [
downloaded from the Churches Together in Cumbribasiie or a copy can be
obtained from the Faith & Justice Office (tel:01538B081)

Speakers at
Keswick & Kendal
Dr Murdo Macdonald,
Revd Mark Boyling,
Stephen Barrie
Rev Ruth Gee,
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With the UK facing its biggest
economic crisis in decades, there

no case for wasting £76 billion on

replacing the Trident nuclear
weapons system.

Nuclear weapons do not meet ou

security needs and have been

described by retired generals as

‘useless’.

The MoD'’s first report on the
replacement process (the Initial Ge
is due in September 2009. This m

not be subject to behind-the-scen
decision-making and must be
reviewed by Parliament
Write to your MP to demand a
parliamentary discussion on the
Initial Gate Report
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Community Challenge 23rd June to 4th July

An exciting challenge t€ome and Meet Noah's Barge
Mr and Mrs Noah will travel at 3mph along the figlhgth
of theLeeds — Liverpool canal They and the crew plan
to stop every morning and every afternoon durireggit7
miles journey to meet people andatk about
the environment You can be sure that Mr and Mrs Noah
will have something interesting for you to do. Bumsody
Is welcome to come and meet Noah’s Barge: schools,
church groups, Churches Together groups, youthpg;ou
J&P groups, as well as family and friends.
Noah'’s Barge will arrive at th&lbert Dock in Liverpool
on Saturday 4th July, to coincide with the national and
international rallies to mark the G8 summit inytédter
that week. Sponsored by Liverpool Justice & Bezmm-
mission in partnership with CAFOD, Faiths4Changd
the Mersey Basin Trust. email: s.atherton@rcaallco.
Tel: 0151 522 1080
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The Changing Face of Britain
CARJ marks its 25" Anniversary
During 2009, to mark its 25th Anniversary, CAR®&Iganising a Programmi
of local eventsThese will celebrate the ways in which the Chuncti ene
wider society have changed for the better overdal#isyears and it will
attempt to read ‘the signs of the times’ and disd@erour the new situation t
challenges that we are called to address in theduT here is also a 25th
Anniversary Appeal for funds for the future work@ARJ.
The celebrations will culminate in a national celetation at
Westminster Cathedral on 7 November 2009.

Celebrating What Has Been AchievedCARJ wishes to acknowledge ang
celebrate all that has changed for the better thepast 25 years and the p
gress that we have all made toward becoming ‘g tlivlerse Church in a
truly diverse society.’ These achievements includert discrimination has
been made illegal and largely banned from mainstreaciety; people of dif

ferent backgrounds live and work in all sectorsadiety; educational disadt

vantage is being steadily overcome; our churchdssahools are communi-
ties of every language, nation, colour and cultarg] theRace Relations Act
1976and the CRE are being replaced by a new SinglelEgaact and the
newly formed Equalities and Human Rights Commisg$iEiHRC).

Future Challenges We FaceCARJ has identified the following issues an
groups who may need our suppotbecond and third generation black
British. Although there have been positive developmentbardst 25 years
second and third generation black British peoptayoneed our support to
resistbecomingalienated and to achieve their full potential. Thexmain
problems including alienated black youth, racisrnthia police, over-
representation in prisons, a high incidence of mdehlihess and education
under-achievement.

Islam in British society: The Muslim community are currently in the fore-
front of public attention, partly because of teisor but also because they a
visibly committed to their faith and culture whisbhme see as alien. Some
second generation Muslims are becoming westernisddr their traditional

clothing — making their way in school and into j@zsoss society. Others af

experiencing varying degrees of alienation andcsareetimes under attack |
groups like the British National Party (BNP).

New Migrants

Migrants arriving in the UK since 1990 come fromnygarts of the world -
Africa, Asia and Latin America — but especiallyrfrdcastern Europe. Some

\U
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are undocumented. Others are from new accessioniresliin the EU. They
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come with a variety of needs and contributions &kento both the church a
wider society. Many are not visible but they suffem sporadic prejudice —
including stereotyping and media criticism.

Asylum seekers and refugeesAsylum seekers and refugees are sometin
among the poorest and most vulnerable in our sodidey suffer from the
memory of past traumas, the current danger of be&ingned, lack of work g
benefits, a variety of prejudices and other prolslefiimere are a growing
number of church projects to cater for their needs the situation is patchy
and sometimes uncoordinated.

Dalits: The Dalit diaspora communities in the UK reporteailynber some
200,000; and they experience caste prejudice astd dascrimination (often
reinforcing poverty) in a variety of partially hidd forms.

Gypsies and Travellers:The communities of Gypsies and Travellers are ¢
to be similar in size to the Bangladeshi commuimtthe UK. They are cul-
turally separated because of their life-style draytoften suffer very serious
levels of prejudice, discrimination and disadvaetabhey experience prob-
lems accessing health care, problems with the @adiducational under-
achievement and difficult relations with local esnt communities.

Poor white vulnerable and marginalised communitiesThis is not a single
group but they together make up a very vulnerabtefairly sizeable sectior
of the white population. They are a breeding grofiandne BNP and for the
growth of the everyday racism of ordinary peopleeyl are seen by some tq
be the ‘neglected poor’ as compared to black ambnty ethnic groups.

nd
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Action For Local Groups
With all these developments and vulnerable gronpaind, the question we
wish to ask of one another during our year of ctiten and discernment is
what role can we best play and what specific itités can we take to suppe
vulnerable and marginalised groups, to encouragieglie and to bring abol
a fairer and more equal society, where all liveetbgr as good neighbours
and work together for the common good?
Above all the aim of these discussions is to enklaal groups and the
Church nationally to begin fashioningsgion of how we want to work.
Get involved: For more information and to find out how you camtiogpate
in the 25th Anniversary programme of events andspexial Appeal for the
25th Anniversary, please contact:
Rosie Bairwal; Catholic Association for Racial Jest{CARJ); 9 Henry
Road, London N4 2LH; 020 8802 8080fo@carj.org.ukwww.carj.org.uk
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Magnificat
Mary’s song (based on Luke 1:46-55)
With joy I lift my heart
To praise the greatness of the Lord
My saviour and my God.
With joy | sing his praise
Because he has remembered me
In all my littleness.
All the world, in every time,

Shall call me happy for this cause;
For my God has done great things,
My great God, holy is his name;

In every age he shows his love for those who hohour

God has stretched out his arm
And all the proud with all their plans
Are scattered far away.

Proud kings he has cast down
From off their thrones, while lifting up
The lowliest on earth.
Hungry he fills with good things;
The rich he sends empty away.

He has kept his promises
Made to our people in the past,

To Abraham'’s descendants mercy for all times toecom

The Lord chooses to magnify his power through me,
and all | am can rejoice in God who saves me.

He has picked me out even though | am lowly;
because of him | can bring his blessings to fujemeerations.
The Almighty can do miracles with me and holy is hame.
His mercy reaches me at every age in my life ag &ml stay close to him.

When | acknowledge the strength of God | can ngdoribe proud hearted.
He fills me when | hunger for him
but when | am self satisfied he sends me away empty

He protects me because | am his son/ daughter
as he has protected Israel with his mercy.
And as he has protected my parents and grandparents
andall who have gone before me.
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The main venue for this year’s Preston Internatior
Youth Festival. was Our Lady’s Catholic High
School, Fulwood, where all the main activities too
place. Young people from 15-20 took part from
England, Germany and Finland.

Ecumenical and Social events, with workshops las

ing throughout the week, brought young people tg
gether to celebrate this years theme ‘Being Yound
Easter Monday saw a rush to get the school read)
our guests, with classrooms being transformed int
bedrooms within 2 hours!
80 nervous faces came into the school and were
invited to create their own IYF T-shirts to takenm®with them.
Activities included an intense international bowlisession, visited a Hindu
Temple in Preston, the Slave Trade exhibition mekpool as well as visits to thg
city centres. Some of the guests were most cuabtise red phone boxes!
One evening session was a Celidih, however sortieedEnglish group blamed
the Chelsea game for their inability to keep ughwierry. Another evening the
‘One Voice Choir’ performed and got the whole graupging and dancing until
late in the evening. The evening meals togetheewvery special.
The Festival workshops were presented at the firzedls of the festival. The Mas
included Drama, Music, African Drumming, Art, Daraed Prayers written by
young people. A disco was held on the last eveatrfgf. Anthony’s Social Club.
Saturday saw a very tired group of Germans heakl laime, but the Finnish
people stayed an extra day to walRME thrash Cardiff 6-0! Proper Football!
The foreign groups were also taught very peculmages in English by Terry,
such as: ‘I've got two phrases to think about: WweeHuman?’ ‘Right guys! This
applies particularly to...everyone.’
On July 3 Young People are invited to
celebrate the end of school year witkaath
Mass at St. Anthony’s Church, Preston,
followed by a Disco at the social club. Please
see ‘www.lancastercys.com’ for more info
Shaun Morgan

Some comments from the young people:

Best Decision of My Life, | now realise how impantany Friends are’ Scott,
England‘l lost my Faith in God a long time ago, but thisek has been some-
thing special and has restored my faith’ Toby, Gamgn ‘Amazing week! Worth

\U
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every penny so bring on Finland! Tom, England
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A culture of peace
or a culture of militarism?

We have been alerted to a number of initiativeadpéaunched to raise the

profile of the military and military recruitment. &\Wvould like to open discussion

on this issue, encouraging members and suppoaemsgage in debate at loca
level, through letters to local papers and membeparliament, through contac
with schools and so on. Why is it that so much nyaanred time can be found to
‘market’ the military when much needed peace-woak local and national leve
- goes unfunded?

Why is it that one form of ‘service’ to the commiynand nation, the Armed

Forces, is greatly promoted and acknowledged yetrst nursing, fire-fighting,
childcare, youth and community work and a wholet lndsolunteering services
struggle for cash and recognition?

Toys and VE Day.

We have discovered that on 8th May, VE Day, the Maiihch a new range of
‘toy’ products with Toys R Us. Jon Diver, joint naging director of Hong Kong
Character Group who are making the toys said ‘“Toeyrcts are not meant to b
war-mongering. We are producing toys for childiéf. are just producing herai
action figures for a child to enjoy. We are beiagponsible. One hundred per
cent.” We understand that soldiers will be visitsigpps on the launch day
helping promote a range of replicas of the soldmad equipment used in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Recruitment

Start Thinking Soldier' (STS) campaign, and higthtArmy Show Rooms are a

new feature of recruitment. Two Show Rooms havaegen London, in
Dalston and Hounslow. Publicity material states tha Rooms allow potential
recruits to immerse themselves in the reality o&tnhis like to be a soldier. At
time when we are more aware of gun and knife crinsequestionable that suc
Show Rooms should be encouraged. Lucy Cope, fowfdbe campaign group
Mothers Against Guns, said it was grossly insersito house the showroom in
borough that has been plagued by gun violence.
Marketing Magazine carried an article on this ng@praach with a comment by
Jim Prior, chief executive of the branding agenbg Partners, “There's a point
of view that says for young people, [the Army] isaaeer choice. You could
argue that by being set up in deprived areasfer®fjreater opportunity for the
people living there. But the reality is that peogét killed, and war will always
cloud people's opinion of the marketing.'

)
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Armed Forces Day

This is another new initiative of the MoD, takinkage on 27th June. The webs
states that it will bring people together to pagute to our Armed Forces past,
present and future. At a time when we are stilngyoung men and women in
Afghanistan and Iraq, a more appropriate way obgecsing them might be to
bring troops home. A National Event is planned matbam Dockyard including
‘have a go’ displays.

You can see more about the day, and also findiadisf local events here.
http://www.armedforcesday.org.uk/Default.aspx

* Find out what is happening in your area and vehiavolved. Enter a dialogue
with them about the nature of the event/show rooys/being sold, perhaps
linked to other local or community concerns.
If you discover local events, start correspondemitie papers raising your
concerns about the culture which is being promateti offer alternatives.
Invite your local paper/others to help you stacbenmunity Peace Garden or
Peace Trail which highlights creativity and a diffet kind of heroism in your
area.

Ask us for copies of our new Armed Forces Impaaeiliready in early

May) a resource to help young people

raise questions themselves about

recruitment and the marketing of the

Armed Forces. Make these available to

your local secondary school or youth

group
Let us know of anything you discover or do
and we can share this with others.

Pat Gaffney May 09

Ecumenical AccompaniersBased: West Bank and Israel
18 vacancies for 3 months’ service; 2 vacancies fér5 months’ service
living allowance + benefits

Deadline for applications: 2%" June 2009
For more information and to download an applicapack please check c
website:.www.guaker.org.uk/applyeappi

Site
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World Week for Peace in
Palestine Israel

4-10 June 2009
A week in which to take action for
a just peace in the Holy Land

Prayer for the week
Living God, today we pray for all the people in &sine Israel, that they me
discover the courage and humility to build peacgtoer.
We pray for those with power and influence, thalytivill seek a just path of
reconciliation.

We pray for those who are in dire need today, ttieit human rights to food
and shelter and medical care will be urgently met.

We pray for international aid agencies as they worring hope to
devastated communities.

We pray for all those in the land who have sufferedr the years of struggle:

for those who are grieving for their lost loved snf®r those whose lives ha
been changed forever because of injuries, menthphysical; and for those
who bear the lasting scars of being displaced @asmbdsessed. Living God,
their pain is so great today. Bring your healingnd your peace, to
Palestine israel.

For our Muslim brothers and sisters in Palestinaelsthis day, we pray
Assalamu Alaikum.

For our Jewish brothers and sisters in Palestmaelishis day, we pray
Shalom Aleichem.

For our Christian brothers and sisters, the Livtgnes, in Palestine Israel,

Ly
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this day, we pray The Peace of Christ
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The World Week for Peace in Palestine and Isrdii® us all an
opportunity to pray, take action and tell otherewglhe situation. Many
people are concerned about what is happening astak and Israel. Y¢
may have taken part in Christian Aid’s ‘JourneyJéousalem’ Lent
action. Carry on learning by taking a symbolic @gfiusing a stone, anc
pledge to deepen your understanding using the res®mentioned
below.

Why choose a stone?

A stone is part of the land; A stone links us t® llomes destroyed over
the years; A stone can be part of rebuilding; Astoan be a memorial
A stone resonates with the Christians living irs tlind who are called
‘The Living Stones'.

Use your own ideas to develop this theme further

The United Nations have designated 2009 as thenkttienal Year of
Reconciliation

Actions
Ask everyone to bring a small stone which can eelus build a cairn in
your place of worship
Hold a vigil near the cairn during the week
Use the stone to meditate
Encourage people to paint their pebble and makeahe a work of art
Let the stone be a reminder of the ‘Living Stones’

Use the stone to remember those who have hadhibeses demolished.

Make use of the prayer as you build the cairn @& alurch service or
meeting.

Learn more about the situation in Israel and theuped Palestinian
Territories (see resources)

Contact local media to tell them what you are dand why. Write to
your MP and MEP

Have a light shining all week to remember all thwsksrael and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories

Tell others about what you have learnt.

For information and Resources
www.paxchristi.org.uk
www.christianaid.org.uk

u
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www.methodist.org.uk
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Trade Justice
Members of the European Parliament (MEPS) are
vital in the fight against Europe's devastating
trade deals. They can slow down or even stop
Europe's free trade deals altogether - deals that
will help big business but bring increased
poverty, environmental destruction and misery
for hundreds of millions of people.

MEPs are also the only part of the EU that is diyesiccountable to the people of

Europe, so they are essential to getting our coisdeeard.

European elections are on 4 June now is the crititéime to get them to listen
We want MEP candidates to pledge to speak up aganfiair trade policies if
they are elected, then we will hold them to theorpises after the election.
Campaigners right across Europe are asking the eatheir MEP candidates,
and together we can force the EU to end its |lofegrakith big business.

Tesco 'breaking promise' to South African fruit pickers
Supermarket's pledge to improve pay and conditsbiisrot met as it achieves
record profits, charities say

Anti-poverty campaigners have accused Tesco okbrga pledge to improve the
o

pay and working conditions of South African fruitkers who have helped the
tail giant to record annual profits of more thamf3

Three years ago the company agreed to look atligjiet pf the workers — pre-
dominantly women — who are at the bottom of Tedemigthy but highly profit-
able fruit supply chain, after embarrassing scyutihits overseas labour prac-
tices.

But interviews by the Guardian with female workensTesco supplier farms near

Cape Town reveal they are still only being paidtB&\frica’s "minimum" rather
than a "living" wage — which they complain leaviesrh barely enough to feed

and clothe their children. Those interviewed areiéng just 1,231 rand, equiva
lent to £97.90, per month.
Under the UK's Ethical Trading Initiative, whichsi® is signed up to, the supe
market agreed to ensure that "living wages are'f@aid "wages should always |
enough to meet basic needs and to provide somestistary income".

Simon McRae, senior campaigns officer at the aowigpty charity War on Want,
said: "For years Tesco has promised that its segohvorkers will earn a living

wage. But while Tesco is breaking records with £Blofits, workers picking its
fruit are worse off earning far less than a livimgge.

Now the British government must act to stop this abse."

1_

r_
De

Extract Guardian 15th May 09
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St Wilfrid’s RC Faith and Justice Group
invite you to join them in meetinglark Hendrick - MP for Preston

to discussSTHE RIGHTS OF ASYLUM SEEKERS

At St Wilfrid’s Parish Centre Chapel Street, Prasto
On Friday, 19th June at 7 p.m.

‘The withdrawal of support from failed asylum seaske
its consequences?

- Temporary licences to work:
Should they be issued to those awaiting a decmialeportation?

- The decision to grant asylum:
should it be taken by an independent magistratenatichs now,
by the UK Border Agency?

Make the most of this opportunity to
influence government policy directly

Churches Together in Cumbria invite you to;
Celebrating Together 09

The annual gathering for all involved in
Churches Together groups across l@tan

Worship; Fellowship; Workshop; Speakers;Activities; Delicious food

This year’s theme isSharing our Spiritual Treasures;
a forum for celebrating what we hold dear, shaaagnews and
views and hearing from others as they journey togyeds Christians
throughout Cumbiria.

Saturday 26" September 091.0am - 4pm

At Carver United Reformed Church, Windermere.
Lake Rd, Windermere LA23 2BY.
ALL WELCOME

For more information or to book for this event [@ea&ontact
Carole Marsden on 015396 22030 or 07890 650545airl e
carole.marsden@urc.org.uk
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“Climate Justice - Creation Care”

Rally July 11th Doncaster
A wide coalition of schools, churches, community
and environmental groups are planning a mass r:

on climate change. During the event, there wilthee

opportunity to quiz Ed Miliband MP, the Secretafystate for Energy and
Climate Change.

In December this year, the nations of the world tme€&€openhagen for a
crunch UN climate change summit. It faces the hagk of capping and

reversing greenhouse gas emissions and safeguanéiigture of the planet.

Mr Miliband has called for a populist push on thsue of global warming
and wants to make this issue another “Make Povdigiory".

Marchers process through the city to St Georgeisskér for a short service
followed by a question and answer session witlCialeinet Minister.

“The Copenhagen summit is arguably the most criga#hering that has
ever taken place in human history. The evidencedimaate change is
accelerating is there for all to see. There is gaawrgency now among

climate scientists that we are at a “make or bregidint. This crisis needs t

unite many groups in society and make our leadesma that we demand

action, not just words. It would be great on Julyhlto see as many groups

from the city as possible, believers and unbeligvenildren and adults,
sports clubs, the Mother’s Union and the Womerssitune.

Everyone is welcomeS3aid Mark Dowd of Operation Noah , one of the
groups helping to organise the day.

For faith and development groups, climate changm issue of justice. The

poorer countries of the world have not caused ghiaaming, yet they face
the prospect of devastated crops and wreckedhivedls due to floods and
drought. A just Copenhagen deal needs to safedhandghts of such
countries to develop sustainably with financialup from the richer
countries. Environment groups point to the fact thausands of animal an
plant species face extinction in the coming dec#des do not take measu
to halt greenhouse gas emissions.

For more information about how you can get involeadJuly 11th, contact
Mark Dowd at: m.dowd@opersationnoah.org or telegh@207 324 4769.
The July 11th event, “Climate Justice - CreatiomeCas being planned by
number of members of the Stop Climate Chaos Coajiin umbrella groug
of more than ninety organisations.
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ADVANCE NOTICES

On the Road Together:
A-Mazed by Migration

“Come to a place where we can sh
our struggles, hopes and fears ab

this fraught and complex subject.

Bringing together our
experiences and ideas we can
overcome the dead ends and dive
sions of the migration maze, anc
emerge hopeful and ready to trav

on in harmony.”
More info /book see flyer

Tel: 02079014864

www.justice-and-peace.org.uk

are
out

\v

el

To tackle climate change we need
to take action on every level - big,
bold action that changes the way
our cities use energy, and simple
small actions we can each take
that will all add up to big energy
savings.

The truth is that we need nothing
less than an energy [r]evolution.

This new Greenpeace brochure

from their international office is being publishadund the world to show
how we can protect the climate. From how singintheashower can help
save the climate, to modern, efficient electrigihd heat distribution -
you'll find all the answers here. Download framp://
www.greenpeace.org.uk/blog/climate/your-personal-gde-to-helping-

save-the-climate
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diary...diary...diary...diary...diary...diary...

June

4 European Elections
5 World Envionment Day www.unep.org/wed
7 CAAT Day of Prayer Tel: 020 7281 0297

15-21 Refugee Week TI: 020 7346 6752

19 The Rights of Asylum Rights Preston p.17

22-5 Noah's Barge p. 7

26-27 Lobby of MPs Get Fair Campaign

July

11 Climate Justice Rally Doncaster p.18

12 Sea Sunday www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

17-19 NJPN Conference p.19

August

6 &9  Anniversaries of first use of atomicapens at Hiroshima
& NagasakPax Christi Tel:020 8203 4884

September

13 Racial Justice Sunday CARJ Tel:020 8802 8080

21 Global Cease Fire Day Tel: 0207456 9180

26 Celebrating Together Windermere p.17

*For next edition please send articles by 15th Jul09*

To: Margaret McSherry, Lancaster Diocesan Faith & dustice Com-
mission, St Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham RdalLancaster,
LALl 4HT

From

Address

(Please let me know if any of the details of yaldrass are wrong and inform
me if you move house.)

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF TO THECOST
OF THE PRODUCTION AND MAILING
(Please make cheques payabledacaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commisgion

| would like details of how to contribute by gifidal__I(tick if appropriate)

20



