Blessing for the Entrance 

Insert – name of School/College
Insert - School Crest
Rt. Rev. Michael Campbell
Bishop of Lancaster

Welcome by Head teacher

The Head teacher may briefly welcome the Bishop and all present.

Greeting

Bishop: In the name of the Father + and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen

Bishop: Peace be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Blessing of the doorway

Action: Opening the door

Bishop: Let us pray
All pause for a moment of silent prayer

Almighty and eternal God, 
through the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, 
you have opened for us the door to our heavenly home. 

Bless + the doorway to this school so that nothing harmful may enter. 
May those who pass through this doorway experience 
those ideals that Christ makes flesh in this Catholic School. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

The Gospel

Read by Father N.
Father N: The Lord be with you
All: And with your spirit.
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew     Mt 5:13-16
"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
Bishop’s Reflection

Prayer for our School: Led by students who might take a verse each (during which the Bishop will sprinkle the Entrance Area with Holy Water).
All: Lord, circle this school and keep these good things within:

Eagerness to learn

Space to grow,

Flowering of talents

A sense of wonder,

appreciation of beauty,

great dreams and a desire for ‘the more’.

All: Lord, circle this school and keep these good things within:

The art of listening,

Respect for all,

Service of others.

Stage, art and music,

Warmth of friendship,

Contribution to the team.

All: Lord, circle this school and keep these good things within:

Care for the earth,

Reverence for life,

Compassion on all.

Breadth of experience,

Time for reflection,

Boldness in action. 

All: Lord, circle this school and keep these good things within:

In all things, a harmony of head, heart and hands.

In all things finding you

May you be Lord of our hearts, mover of our spirits; may we be signs of your presence in Christ’s love for others.

Lord, circle this school for you are the source of all that is good and right and true.

All: Amen.

Blessing of the Statue of Our Lady

Bishop: Almighty Father, 
through Mary the mother of your Son you have taught us to cherish your Word 
who brings us the fullness of life and truth.

Bless + this statue and through help us to deepen our love for Blessed Mary our Mother 
and her Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen

The Bishop sprinkles the statue of Our Lady with holy water.

Final Blessing

Bishop: 
The Lord be with you.
All: 

And with you spirit.
Bishop:
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May he make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, and give you his peace.

Bishop: And may Almighty God bless you, the Father + and the Son + and the Holy Spirit+.

All: Amen.
