
 

“A new evangelisation is synonymous with mission, requiring the capacity to set out 

anew, go beyond boundaries and broaden horizons. The new evangelisation is the 

opposite of self-sufficiency, a withdrawal into oneself, a status quo mentality and an 
idea that pastoral programs are simply to proceed as they did in the past. Today a 

‘business as usual’ attitude can no longer be the case.” 
 

         - Synod of Bishops XIII Ordinary General Assembly, The New Evangelisation for the Transmission of Christian Faith, 10 
 
 

The New Evangelisation invites each of the baptised to deepen their personal relationship 
with Christ, to believe in the Gospel message, and to therefore go out in turn in the name 
the Church and proclaim and witness to that saving message. In addition to responding to 
the call for missionary conversion, the New Evangelisation “re-proposes” the Gospel to those 
“who have experienced a serious crisis of faith due to secularisation” (Pope Benedict XVI). 

 
The purpose of all catechesis is to nurture the individual’s growth in theological charity on 
the personal and community level. As stated in the General Directory for Catechesis, 
however, catechesis of adults must be the primary form of catechesis “since it deals with 
persons who are capable of an adherence that is fully responsible” (181): becoming 
increasingly disposed to the action of the Holy Spirit in their lives, adults become mature in 
the faith and, “impelled” to communion with God and others, give a witness that is 
authentically Christian. 

 
The priority of adult faith formation is key, for, in order to become evangelisers, baptised 
adults must first become missionary disciples who have a living and active relationship 
with Jesus Christ in the Church. Consequently, the education and support of those who work 
in adult faith formation at every level is of the utmost importance, where the parish 
remains a key place of evangelisation for the Church. Moreover, as stated in Evangelii 
Gaudium, if the parish has a capacity for “self-renewal and constant adaptivity,” it will be 
successful in its mission to encourage and train its members to be evangelisers (EG 28). 

 
As part of its initial ratio, the Office for the New Evangelisation in the Diocese of Lancaster 
seeks to assist parishes and individual adult Catholics foster “a new evangelizing fervour” 
and “a new capacity for dialogue with the world” (EG 29). The priorities of the Office for 
the New Evangelisation will centre upon initiatives that seek to strengthen four principal 
areas within the lives of adult Catholics often in the parish setting: 
 

 
 



1. Ongoing formation opportunities for those new and current commissioned as Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion and Readers 
2. In-service training for Deanery and Parish Pastoral Councils and Parish Finance 
Committees 
3. Ongoing advice and support for Parish Catechists leading sacramental programmes, 
courses in the Catholic Faith and the RCIA 
4. Organising, promoting and coordinating the annual Rite of Election 

 
As of June 2015, in light of the above initiatives, the Office for the New Evangelisation will 
be offering the following ongoing formation days: 
  

- Altar Servers Formation Day  
- Readers’ Formation Day 
- Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Formation Day 
- Liturgical Music Formation Day 
- The Meaning of Sunday (seminar) 
- The Liturgy   

 

Details of the workshops will be made available to every parish priest and will also be posted on 

our website.  

The Office for the New Evangelisation aims to support and strengthen confidence in their faith 

both parishes and individual Catholics so they grow to be “completely mission-oriented.” (EG 28)  
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