
Lourdes Pilgrimage – Opening Mass, Rosary Basilica, 26th July 2015 – Feast of St. James 

(2Cor. 4:7-15; Matt. 20:20-28) 

 

We begin our pilgrimage here in Lourdes, appropriately, on the feast of St. James the apostle, and are 

united in spirit and prayer with the many pilgrims gathered today in Compostella, Spain, for the Apostle’s 

feast day.   I welcome warmly all of you pilgrims from the diocese of Lancaster as well as those from 

beyond who have joined us.  

The Lord speaks to us through the Scriptures and has words for each one of us today as we start our 

journey with Mary.  Those words of St. Paul in our first reading will find an echo with many who come on 

pilgrimage. The great Apostle speaks of the trials and tribulations that are part of his life as an apostle of 

Christ. He says: we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed, perplexed, but not driven to despair, and 

continues in that vein. But what sustains Paul is his faith in the presence of the risen Christ in all his 

troubles. Just as God the Father raised his Son from the dead so, Paul says, he will raise us up with him as 

well. We will never be beaten! 

We each carry a great deal within us as we come to Lourdes: our cares, family worries, hopes for the 

future, preoccupation with our health, and much else besides.  We have brought all these things, ‘our long 

shopping list,’ to the right place. Our faith in the powerful maternal intercession of Our Lady, and in the 

prayers of St. Bernadette will ensure that we receive a sympathetic hearing from the Lord. Let us soak in 

the faith atmosphere of this holy place as we walk and pray in the days ahead with numerous brother and 

sister pilgrims from around the world. 

We just heard in the gospel how the mother of St. James and his brother John wished her sons to have the 

first seats of honour in Christ’s coming kingdom, to be superior to everyone else. The Lord Jesus used the 

occasion to teach a lesson. James and John would have to drink the chalice of suffering like their Master 

did before they could enter the kingdom. To be a disciple entails carrying the cross. Furthermore, Jesus 

goes on, the rules in his kingdom are different from those of the world. If we wish to be great we must 

become servants, and to be first means to take the last place. 

Here in Lourdes we have ample opportunity to be servants, like the Master himself. Let us put others first. 

Let us think of our neighbour’s needs before our own. Let each individual pilgrim put the interests of the 

whole pilgrimage first. We will have a successful and blessed pilgrimage if we bear one another’s burdens, 

and in so doing fulfil the law of Christ.  

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us.    St. Bernadette, pray for us. 

St. James the apostle, pray for us.    Amen! 

+Michael G Campbell OSA 
Bishop of Lancaster 
 


