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In this year of Consecrated Life the Church invites us Religious and consecrated people, among others, to do 
three things: to recall with gratitude our past, and the specific charism which inspires our way of life, to reflect 
on the present, and to look to the future.  We are to look back, then, and discern. The words of the Lord from 
Jeremiah are relevant here: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; 
and walk in it, and find rest for your souls” (Jer.6:16).  Speaking to Religious this last week in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, New York, Pope Francis asked them to remember when they first heard the call of Jesus, to treasure 
that call and not to forget it! The young Jeremiah heard the Lord’s call and, notwithstanding his doubts, 
answered it. It was Jeremiah’s destiny to live through extremely troubled times, but the memory of that initial 
call to be prophet and God’s fidelity sustained him when all around him was falling apart. Pope Francis would 
urge you: Recall your own vocational beginning, and be confident! 
 
This year is also a call to reflect on the present, and on how we are to live out our particular consecration amid 
the complexities and ever fresh challenges of the twenty-first century, the modern world, a world so vastly 
different to the one our forebears knew. Despite the wonderful means of communication that we enjoy today 
and the apparent ease with which we can travel and be in contact with others, there is nevertheless a great 
deal of fragmentation and so many are experiencing loneliness and isolation. The witness of the consecrated 
life can represent to people a powerful and reassuring sign of Christ’s presence in a fast moving but often 
confusing world. Your constancy, your stability, and the profession of the evangelical counsels have a greater 
impact that you can ever imagine. As St. Paul would put it: you are spreading the fragrance of the knowledge of 
Christ wherever you find yourselves (cf. 2Cor 2:14). You should never underestimate the difference you are 
making. 
The Year of Consecrated Life is also a summons to look to the future and try to visualise what we will bequeath 
to those who will follow us. The apostle Paul in our second reading, writing to his convert Christians in Corinth, 
give thanks to God for all the many gifts or charisms that have been showered upon them, a favourite theme of 
the Apostle in his other letters as well. Were the great Apostle to be speaking here this evening he would say 
the same about the Consecrated Life in the diocese of Lancaster. You have been blessed with many gifts from 
the Holy Spirit, gifts which enrich you personally as well as building up the Church, the body of Christ. As Bishop 
of the diocese I too give thanks both for what you are and for what you do. 
 
As we look to the future and whatever it may hold, we need to know and be convinced, as individuals and as 
communities, that we have the guarantee of Christ’s love. “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you”, as 
we heard in the gospel.  Christ’s trust in his Father’s love would support and sustain him to the end of his 
earthly life and beyond.  The Lord goes on to say “You did not choose me, but I chose you to go and bear fruit.” 
Foretelling the future is a precarious and uncertain undertaking, and while we may have to plan and make 
provision, the future ultimately rests in the Lord’s hands. And that is in a very real way reassuring. We are not 
to be unduly anxious or preoccupied, therefore. Let us be faithful today to the grace we have been given and 
leave tomorrow to the care of a loving Father. We leave St. Paul with the last word: God is faithful, by whom 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  (1Cor. 1:9).  Amen! 
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