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BEGINS – 
 
Further to the MailOnline article appearing here, the Bishop’s Office of the Diocese 
of Lancaster wishes to state in the clearest terms that: 
 
Key Points: 
 

 The article appears to represent the latest attempt to distort the facts 
surrounding this church in order to apparently discredit the new Syro-
Malabar initiative centred upon St Ignatius Church, Preston. 

 The Bishop of Lancaster, the Rt Rev Michael Campbell OSA, rejects the 
content and tone of the article in the strongest possible terms. 

 The article singularly fails to express the joy and new life offered to the 
Catholic Church in Preston which the Syro-Malabar initiative represents. 

 The Diocese of Lancaster remains wholly committed to the Syro-Malabar 
initiative in all its aspects and to working closely with the Major Archbishop of 
the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, His Beatitude George Cardinal Alencherry 
on this project. 

Furthermore: 

 No one has been ‘kicked out’ of St Ignatius Church, Preston. The Church was 
closed on 2 December 2014. 

 All are welcome to attend liturgies and services at St Alphonsa Parish at St 
Ignatius Church - as indeed in every Catholic Church.  

 At the Inaugural Mass for the Syro-Malabar initiative on 3 October 2015 
several former congregants were present in a packed church. 

 Ms. Moira Cardwell does not live in the former St Ignatius parish nor in the 
Diocese of Lancaster itself but appears as a ‘self-appointed’ and ‘self-styled’ 
spokesperson or community leader. The Diocese in no way recognizes her to 
be in such a position. 

 St Ignatius Church was re-opened on 29 March 2015 for the specific use of the 
Syro-Malabar Catholic Church – a promise of ‘new life’ for a defunct church 
and run-down house in inner-Preston. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3282695/Furious-parishioners-kicked-local-Catholic-church-reopen-Indian-language-Mass-no-English.html


 The comments attributed to Ms. Cardwell about the Syro-Malabar liturgy 
could well be interpreted as deeply insulting and derogatory. The Diocese 
wishes to completely disassociate itself from such comments. 

 Mass in English is offered within the same parish of St John XXIII – at two 
churches: English Martyrs and at St Joseph’s - all within a short distance from 
St Ignatius. 

 The former congregation at St Ignatius before its closure was about 90-100 
people each Sunday and could not possibly hope to fulfil its responsibilities to 
upkeep the church of St Ignatius and its accompanying presbytery. 

 Indeed, the church and presbytery at St Ignatius have been found to be in a 
terrible state of disrepair - with at least an estimated £1million required for its 
restoration mainly on roofs and floors. Ms Cardwell makes no reference to this 
reality. 

 
Bishop Michael Campbell OSA states: 
 
“I do understand that the reconfiguration of parishes is a most difficult process for 
those who have been impacted by the parish linking, merging and closings across the 
Diocese.  
 
At the same time, I need to pay tribute to the efforts of most – including those of the 
former St Ignatius, Preston - who have moved so positively into new parishes as a 
result of the process. Indeed many parishes have been enriched and strengthened by 
the arrival of their new friends and neighbours from communities that have now 
been merged. 
 
For those who remain opposed to our efforts and are not involved in new parishes, 
we continue to encourage them to join a welcoming parish and become positive 
participants in parish life. 
 
Finally, the Diocese remains wholly committed to the Syro-Malabar initiatives in our 
Local Church– we all belong together in the Church and so Father Mathew Jacob and 
his parishioners have my fullest support. ” 
 
ENDS - 
 

No further comments on this matter will be issued. 
 


