
Mass to mark the Close of the Year for Priestly Vocations – St Peter’s Cathedral, Lancaster 

27th September 2016 – Memorial of St. Vincent de Paul 

HOMILY 

 

 
Each one of us present here today has been indebted to a priest at some time in our lives: perhaps 
the day on which we were baptised, received our first Holy Communion, the forgiveness of our sins 
in the sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation, or just a kindly word of advice or of comfort. 
 
The priest is the person who tells us about Jesus, passes on the gospel as Jesus commanded the 
original Twelve to do. In a word, the priest is sent to tell the story of his life, death and 
resurrection. 
Jesus always needs priests, messengers of his love, to bring us hope. He calls, but he needs a 
generous response from those he calls – which is what we have been praying for throughout this 
Year for Priestly Vocations. 
 
We can never predict who or when the Lord will call.  He must have taken Peter and Andrew by 
surprise as they were doing their work by the Sea of Galilee. They would no longer be fishermen, 
he told them, but fishers of men! It was the same with the brothers James and John, also 
fishermen.  The great medieval master, Caravaggio, has left us a wonderful picture of the call of 
Matthew (found in the French church of St. Louis, in Rome). In that depiction we see Christ gazing 
on Matthew as he sat the tax-collector’s table counting money surrounded by his friends.  How 
shocked Matthew must have been, yet in time he would leave us the splendid gospel which bears 
his name.  
 
As he was passing, the Lord also caught sight of Nathanael standing under a fig-tree, and he too 
became a disciple. Who would have expected Saul, the erstwhile persecutor of Christians, to be 
called by the Lord to be his disciple?   When we reflect on Peter we realise that he ‘failed a few of 
his exams’, slipping up more than once, but in the end came through with flying colours. The Lord 
Jesus saw something in Peter that he could work on. 
 
The vocation to the priesthood can take many forms, and today we are remembering Vincent de 
Paul, who lived in Paris in 16th/17th century. St. Vincent’s two great works by which he is 
remembered are his love of the poor in whom he saw Christ, a work continued by the SVP society 
to this day, and his concern that the Church have sufficient priests to care for God’s people. 
Vincent realised just how vital good priests were for the life of the Church. 
 
I thank you all, pupils and staff of our Catholic schools present today in the mother church of the 
diocese, for your prayers over this past year for priestly vocations. Never doubt that your prayers 
will find an answer in heaven, for Almighty God hears even the smallest prayer we offer.  Continue 
to pray for a spirit of generosity in those whom the Lord calls in our day. Our Church and our 
diocese needs those young men who will respond to the Lord’s call to priesthood, and who will 
bring his grace and his sacraments to the Catholics of tomorrow. Amen. 
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