
Homily at Austin Friars School, Carlisle - Mass of Thanksgiving for Rev. Peter Tiplady, 17th 
February 2017 

(on the occasion of his stepping down as Chair of Trustees) 
 

(Is. 63: 7-9.  Mt.7:7-11) 
 

 
 

The theme of our Mass today is that of thanksgiving, of expressing gratitude to Almighty God for the many 
blessings which we receive from him throughout the course of our lives. The prophet Isaiah in our first 
reading speaks of God’s goodness, his kindness, and his love. Yet the Lord chooses to show us his 
goodness, kindness and his love through other people. We think particularly of our parents, our families, 
our friends who are ‘always there’ for us, but there are many others, perhaps those of whom we might not 
always be aware, but who make a solid and often unsung contribution to our welfare. 
 
A family such as Austin Friars draws on the gifts of many people to make the school what it is. I am thinking 
particularly today of the Board of Trustees who give of their time and talents so generously to ensure that 
you the pupils are given the best possible educational opportunities during your time here. The 
Trustees/Governors meet regularly to oversee the smooth running of Austin Friars. Their diligence and 
loyalty, their care for all in the school, represent what is best in our Christian tradition. Generations, past 
and present, of Friars’ pupils owe a great deal to the diligence and oversight of the Trustees, and it is only 
right that we should give thanks to God today for the work of the Trustees. 
 
The retiring Chair of the Trustees, Rev. Peter Tiplady, has, as is well known, been associated with Austin 
Friars for many years, and is now been a Governor/Trustee since 1989, a truly remarkable span by any 
reckoning. We acknowledge before God, in this Mass of Thanksgiving, Peter’s long-standing pastoral 
commitment and Christian dedication to the life of Austin Friars.  We hear of the caring father in the gospel 
who wouldn’t think of doing anything but only what is best for his child, and without wishing to embarrass 
Peter, those words of the Lord express perfectly what you have endeavoured to do for the pupils of Austin 
Friars, especially in your capacity as Chair of Trustees. We take this opportunity to acknowledge your signal 
contribution, and to thank you for it.  
 
We are to ask and we will receive, to seek and we will find, to knock and the door will be opened to us. We 
should ask in prayer today for a sense of gratitude, for an awareness of how the Lord bestows his blessings 
on us through the goodness of other people of whom we are often unaware.   
 
Today we ask God to bless Peter and his fellow Trustees of Austin Friars. In the words of the Psalm, may 
the Lord give success to the work of their hands!   Amen. 
 
+Michael G Campbell OSA 
Bishop of Lancaster 


