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10,000
Reasons to Hope

Flame 2017, held at The SSE Arena, Wembley, on
Saturday 11 March, saw almost 10,000 young people

coming together to interact and celebrate their faith
together.

Solidarity with and welcoming refugees was a key theme in
many elements of the event. This was emphasised by the
presence of a 30 foot boat that carried 37 people, from North
Africa to Lampedusa, fleeing violence and war.

Cardinal Vincent Nichols delivered a message from His
Holiness, Pope Francis, who hoped that Flame 2017 would
‘foster a greater zeal’ to ‘blaze trails that open up new
horizons capable of spreading joy’.

Read more about this event on Page 4                             >>>

K&M Maintenance
Heating - Electrical - Building
Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801

Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England
Gas
• Emergency Boiler Repairs for all makes
• Boiler Installations & servicing
• Central Heating System repairs/upgrades/leaks
• New fitted Central Heating Systems
• Landlord Gas Safety Certificates (CP12)

Electrical
• New consumer units supplied and fitted
• All emergency breakdowns • Power tripping
• New lighting • Additional sockets
• Faulty sockets • Rewiring
• Outdoor lighting/sockets

Building
• Extension work
• Alterations • Driveways, paths and patios
• Conservatories • Double glazing
• Fascias and Soffits 

Prices
Boiler Service - £39 + VAT plus £10 for every additional appliance.

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801
Address: K & M Maintenance Services Ltd, 
Unit 9 Romay Way, Preston, Lancs PR2 5BB
More information: www.kmmaintenance.co.uk
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it is only right that the Catholic Voice puts before the wider
community the witness to the Gospel that these efforts afford.
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven” Matthew 5:16.

Sometimes external organisations notice the work being
undertaken as was the case for Linda McEvilly of ‘Care and Share’
a Blackpool charity for local people and families in need. Linda
has been awarded Fylde Coast Woman of the Year 2017 and
International Woman of the Year 2017 and the Catholic Voice
congratulates Linda on these achievements. Full details can be
found on Page 14.

The work of helping those in need is never ending but the more
people who volunteer their time and resources the greater the
relief that can be brought to those that need it most. The
Catholic Voice encourages every reader to get involved in some
charitable endeavour so that, through you, others will see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

EDITORIAL

Throughout this edition of the Catholic Voice we report on
‘good news’ stories. We celebrate the joyful witness of our

young people and the fantastic work being undertaken in our
schools and parishes for those in need both at home and
overseas. These stories are but only the ‘tip of the iceberg’ as
there are many other works of mercy being undertaken that
haven’t made these pages and even some that have gone
unnoticed altogether.

Pope Francis in his document, entitled ‘The Joy of the Gospel’,
says that we Christians, moved by the example of Jesus Our
Lord, “want to enter fully into the fabric of society, sharing the
lives of all, listening to their concerns, helping them materially and
spiritually in their needs, rejoicing with those who rejoice, weeping
with those who weep; arm in arm with others, we are committed to
building a new world.”

Everyone involved in charitable works of mercy do so out love of
neighbour and do not seek recognition for their efforts. However,

“... arm in arm with others, we are
committed to building a new world.

”
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As one of the school Chaplains at
Our Lady’s Catholic College 

Lancaster, part of the role is to
encourage pupils to be active agents in
our communities and be Christ like in
our world. One of the ways we do this
was by starting fundraising for LDHAS
in November. LDHAS is Lancaster and
District Homeless Action Service. Sixth
Form student Lucy and I popped into
the LDHAS offices to meet Gary, the
manager, and ask him about the work
they do, and what help we could offer.
Gary was really inspiring and explained
that money as oppose to items was what
was needed, to help with the running
costs of supporting the vulnerable in
and around our local community. 

Lucy and I then set to preparing
assemblies to lead to the whole school
about the work LDHAS do and ideas to
help support fundraising. A major part
of this was to host our first sleep out.
26 Sixth Form pupils (Year 12 and 13)
volunteered to spend the night outside
on Friday 25th November to raise
sponsorship and to be in solidarity with
all those who are homeless and try to
experience a little of the hardships
homelessness creates. 

We chose to theme the event "Hunger
games" alike the movie, and each sixth
form pupil represented, as a Tribute, a
form group in the lower years. It was then
the responsibility of each form group inH
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the school to raise money for their tribute. 

We also invited LDHAS staff member Sam
and service user Damian to visit the school
and present a workshop to our year 12s,
where they presented in detail the
complexities of homelessness and the
work of LDHAS. This really helped our
pupils to understand, by educating
ourselves on the issue from people who
have first-hand experience. 

The sleep out was difficult, with the
temperature plummeting to -4, but also a
real success. We raised over £400 on our
justgiving site plus up to £600 more in
school, and even got to be interviewed by
Graham Liver on BBC Radio Lancashire to
explain why we were supporting LDHAS
and how the night went.

That was late November, and pupils still
wanted to do more. We had a Christmas
jumper day where all monies raised were
donated. Also various other events from
cake sales, raffles, selling hot dogs, throw
a wet sponge at a teacher, sponsored
cycles, carol singing and I’m sure that list
is not exhaustive! 

LDHAS were thrilled to attend our 6th
form assembly in January and receive a
cheque for the total amount raised of
£2230. So obviously we are very proud of
all pupils in our school community and the
help from their families to support the
fundraising.                                   Rachel Cortes

To advertise
please contact 

Caroline 
on 

07931 
836926 

or 
01440 

730399 
or email

carolineg@
cathcom.org

Able 
Wills
Professional Will 
Writers & Estate 
Planners

Have you been meaning to make a
Will

but never got round to it?
Do you own property?

Are your children under 18?
Are you worried about 

nursing home fees?
Might your estate be liable 

to Inheritance Tax?

If the answer to any of the above is “Yes” then we can help.

Specialists for: Wills and Probate, Lasting Power of Attorney, 
Property & Discretionary Trusts, Funeral Plans

Call Malcolm Nightingale For a FREE home visit.

01539 737400
7, Windermere Road, Kendal

Lourdes – 9 days by coach 
Departs Liverpool and Manchester 26th May 2017

No overnight travel
Full board Hotel America Lourdes

Full Pilgrimage programme with priest leader
Excursion to Bartres

£550 per person sharing
£700 in single room

Fatima for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
4 days departing 07th December from Manchester airport

Half board 4* Hotel Cinquentenario in Fatima.
Full pilgrimage programme with excursion to Aljustrel

Cost includes flights, hotel and baggage for the aircraft
£395 per person sharing

£460 in single room

CALL NOW FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE
Northern Star Travel Ltd

55a Bury Old Road, Prestwich, 
Manchester, M25 0FG

Tel: 0161 773 2115
www.northernstartravel.com
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On March 11th 2017, lots of young
people and adult leaders from our

Diocese made their way down to the SSE
arena – Wembley. Their reason?...to join
with 10,000 other young people from
across the UK, for the largest gathering
of young Catholic’s in England, at the
CYMFed Flame youth congress! 

Our  group was made up of students and
staff from Our Lady’s Catholic College in
Lancaster, and some of the team from
Castlerigg Manor in Keswick. 

Lucy Richards, who is in the sixth form at
Our Lady’s, tells us a bit about the day she
and her fellow students had. “The day
started extremely early (4:30am in fact!)
when the very generous Mr Seddon drove
us to Salford on our school minibus, and
from there we made our way to Wembley
Arena.

We arrived in London at 10:30am and the
event began with song, drama, prayer and
an opening address from Mike Pilavachi
who inspired everyone gathered to
really know our own worth. He used a
memorable anecdote about the price of a
bride in certain cultures; that even the
most wonderful bride ever would cost 5
cows. And how that we, as children of God,
have received a much greater price paid
for us, in Jesus’ sacrifice. 

The theme for #Flame 2017 was 10,000
reasons to be thankful, inspired by a
song from Matt Redman who sang live
throughout the day. Many of his songs
were very inspiring and were about
becoming closer to God.

#Flame2017
The event had a strong emphasis on social
justice, with Cafod volunteers Ryan and
Leah sharing of their experience visiting
refugees in Lebanon, and Fr Augusto
Zampini Davies encouraging us to make a
difference. Rise Theatre Group presented
a wonderful drama focusing on the
Refugee crisis and encouraged us all
throughout the day to go to the front of
the arena to have a close look at the
refugee boat which had sailed from
Lampedusa to London. This was
powerful imagery and really brought
home the reality of our brothers and
sisters across the world.

We were lucky to sit in the sunshine over
lunch and meet up with Cardinal Vincent
Nichols. There was also a powerful
address from Cardinal Charles Bo, From
Myanmar, encouraging us with his words
“Hope has no expiry date”, and to place
our hopes in God’s hands.

Cardinal Vincent Nichols closed the
afternoon by leading us all in prayer and a
time of Adoration. It was a really powerful
experience to bring an arena full of people
to total silence, before the presence of
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

It's fair to say that we all thoroughly
enjoyed their experience at #Flame
2017. One student said, "It was a great
atmosphere. It made me feel closer to God
and has inspired me to help others".
Another said, "It was a fun experience and
brought young people together. Towards the
end, nearly everyone put their phone lights
into the air as a sign of hope - that was a
memorable experience".

As a result of attending #Flame 2017, we
would like to bring back a range of things
from the experience to our school,
parishes and communities. These include
"different ways of praying and more acting
and singing in liturgies" and "bringing young
people together more". We would also like
to look into ways that we can help and
support the charities that we heard about
during the event. We would like to thank
our local parishes for their kind donation
of travel expenses, we are most grateful
and you are definitely on our list of 10,000
reasons to be thankful to God.

Sarah from the Castlerigg Manor team
was also present at #Flame, and tells us a
little bit about what the Castlerigg team
experienced that day. “Six Castlerigg Team
members were privileged to experience
#Flame 2017 in the SSE arena. We drove
down the night before and were welcomed
at the Briars Retreat Centre in Derbyshire,
where we spent the night. Personally, I had
really wanted to go to #Flame because
despite growing up a Catholic, I had never
been to a large-scale event aimed at young
Catholics. Moreover, this event looked
amazing and every person who had been
previously to a #Flame event sang its’
praises, and told me I needed to go. I wasn’t
entirely sure what to expect, I knew it would
be a loud noisy and busy affair but the exact
details were unknown. 

When I reflect on the event, I realise how
much it truly gave me without actually
noticing at the time. #Flame 2017
provided me with such an immense amount
of inspiration through all the people I met
and heard from and encouraged me to try

and change the world around me and to
truly put my faith into action. I could see that
being gathered together in the arena with
so many other young people, and getting
#FLAME2017 trending on twitter, the affect
that so many aimed towards one goal
could have.

The whole day gave me such a sense
of community with the thousands of other
people gathered. I know, and have felt many
times, that it can feel like you and a few
others are the only young Catholics around. 

However, the powerful message that #Flame
gave me was that I am not and have never
been on my own in the Church; there are so
many young people just like me, wanting to
change the world with our faith!

I think that ultimately my favourite part of
#Flame was Matt Redmond; however, Fr
Augusto gave him a close run for his money. 
As anyone that has been to Castlerigg for a
retreat probably knows we have a special
love for hand actions in the songs we
sing, especially We Are the Free (by
Matt Redmond). So understandably we
ecstatically raved along with actions when
this song was sung by Matt towards the end
of the day!

I wish to pass onto others who were not able
to attend the event, the inspiration I received
and in particular the sense of community
that I felt that day. Hopefully I can replicate
this  by welcoming everyone who comes
through the door of the Castlerigg Manor
so that each one feels the impact and
importance of being part of our Catholic
community.” 
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Dear Young Catholic, just because
you should be doing something

doesn’t make it easy, nor does it
mean you should have to do it alone
and unsupported. There are times
when being Catholic can be tough,
when you feel like you are the only
person in the entire world who
believes what you believe and when
the expectations placed on you are
enormous and impossible. There are
times when going against the grain of
society is simply exhausting, faith is
confusing, and sanctity doesn’t seem
to have its own reward.

Maybe your faith is a massive struggle
right now. Maybe you cannot see the
relevance of it in your life. Maybe
everything in your life is going well, but
faith feels like an obligation. Or maybe
things recently have been crashing
down around you and God seems
distant, cold and silent. Maybe anger
and hurt cloud everything and you
cannot see your future. Or perhaps you
know that your faith means everything
to you, but the price you pay for it is
bigger than you ever imagined it to be
and there is no one beside you to
support you or encourage you.

Perhaps all you feel is self-judgement
for the times when you made mistakes.
Perhaps you are tired of explaining
yourself, or of having to walk away
from relationships when you refuse to
compromise your self-worth. Maybe
you have experienced so much
rejection because of being a Catholic
that you have nothing left to give
anyone else. Perhaps you long for
friends who share your faith, who
understand who you are and why you
believe these things. Maybe you wish
you had someone to go to Mass with, to
pray with, to explain your doubts and
difficulties to. Maybe you are exhausted
of defending the one thing that gives
you so much joy.

It can be so difficult when there is no
one around you to remind you that
all the hard work is worth it. It is
discouraging when no one else
understands how lonely it can be going
to Mass alone, or how much strength
it takes and how much sadness it
produces to walk away from situations
that you know aren’t right. Maybe
you’re tired of making the same old
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mistakes again and again. It is difficult;
I know that! And I want to encourage
you. I want to remind you that even if
you do feel alone in your faith right now
and are struggling, we share with you
that hard work and want to remind you
of the joy and friendship that knowing
Christ is. Whatever stage you are in your
faith, keep going.

Tiny steps are sometimes all you need.
Keep praying, even if it is only five
minutes a day.

Know that you can be proud to be
Catholic. It is what makes you who you
are, and given that you are a unique
and interesting person, it is part of the
rich fabric of life that makes up your
beautiful self. You will not always be
surrounded by people who see your
faith negatively. You will meet people
who are intrigued by your faith, who
genuinely want to know more and who
are waiting for an opportunity to share
something personal about themselves.
You’ll meet people who tell you that
they want something you have –
whether it is a sense of purpose, a
sense of peace or the knowledge that
you are loved unconditionally by God.
I say this not to create boundaries, but
to encourage you in the thought that
though sometimes your faith may feel
like a burden, there will be unexpected
times when it will surprise you by the
power it has for good, for creating
connections with others, for changing
others lives. Don’t forget the enormous
power of your faith. God will work
through you in amazing ways that you
never expected!

So, I get it. It’s hard to be a young
Catholic. Maybe you feel you could be
doing better. Maybe you just feel lost. I
hope that by simply acknowledging
these difficulties in this letter to you,
you will feel less alone. Yes, things
change and one day the struggles you
face now won’t be so difficult. But even
so, please just know that we are praying
for you, we are encouraging you, and
we share your sufferings with you!

Together, with Christ and His Mother
Mary, you can do it!

With love and prayers, from one young
Catholic to another – Ruth, 25, Lampeter
(Formally Keswick)

A letter to the
Young Catholic
alone at Mass.

This article was
originally posted
online at:
www.catholic
-link.org

To advertise please contact 
Caroline on 07931 836926 or 

01440 730399 or email
carolineg@cathcom.org
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Send us your letters:

Write to:
The Editor,
99, Commonside, Ansdell,
Lytham St. Annes, FY8 4DJ.

Email to:
voiceletters@hotmail.co.uk

• Please keep your letters concise
(max 300 words), 

• Include your full name and address

• Letters should not include any
personal criticism or attacks

• The editor reserves the right to:
- amend or shorten letters or to
refuse to publish them (no
correspondence to discuss decisions
taken will be entered into)
- publish a response if deemed
appropriate

Your Letters

Dear Editor

I’m replying to your request for names of the people in the photograph of Lourdes
on page 14 of the March edition of the Catholic Voice.

I am pretty sure that the lady at the top on at the left hand side of the group
photo is my mother – Mary Elizabeth Gillett, who was known as Bessie. I know she
went to Lourdes at some point but I don’t recognise any of the other ladies or
gents in the photo. 

Best wishes
(Mrs) Celia Horn via e mail

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dear Editor

I'm attaching an article on the significance of the name "Fatima" for Catholics and
Muslims (by Fulton Sheen).  I came across this and thought you may like to publish
it in the Catholic Voice in view of the centenary of the apparitions at Fatima. 

Yours sincerely
Mary Donlan, (Preston)
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Having a Funeral Director amongst the membership of
Council 60 of the Knights of St Columba has its uses!

Brother Sean Crilley noticed during visits to Carlisle’s
Cemeteries that a number of headstones on the graves of
past Clergy and Religious Sisters were in a poor state.

Monsignor Canon R L Smith served at Our Lady and St Joseph’s
for 24 years and Canon Patrick Begley was Parish Priest of St
Margaret Mary’s for 39 years; both were Members of Honour of
the KSC; in addition the communal headstones for 2 orders of
religious sisters were in a poor state.

Council 60 therefore decided to fund the renovation of the 4
headstones concerned and hope that the work will perpetuate
the memories of those who served Carlisle in so may ways for
many years to come.                                                               Tony Parrini

Carlisle’s Knights
restore clergy headstones

ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

St. Walburga’s Road, 
Blackpool, FY3 7EQ

Headteacher:  Mr Simon Eccles 

Tel: 01253 396286
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,

Lancashire PR2 3SQ

Headteacher:  Mr Nigel Ranson

Tel: 01772 326900

Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher? 
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance

(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic

primary and secondary schools and post-16

colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School

with a shared vision and commitment to providing

first class, professional development for trainee

teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact:  01772 326931  

Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

St Francis’ Catholic Primary
School and Pre-School

'We care for each other and we always try to do our best'

The Hill, Horns Lane, Goosnargh,

Preston, LancashirePR3 2FJ

www.stfranciscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk

Headteacher: Miss Sarah Deakin 
head@st-francis.lancs.sch.uk

Tel 01772 865369 Fax 01772 863947

Cardinal Allen 
Catholic High School

Melbourne Avenue, Fleetwood
FY7 8AY

Headteacher : Andrew Cafferkey

Tel : 01253 872659
E-mail : head@cardinalallen.co.uk 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE SCHOOLS ON THIS PAGE FOR SUPPORTING THE PAPER
To book your School advert contact Caroline on 07931 836926 or 01440 730399 

or email  carolineg@cathcom.org

St Teresa’s Catholic 
Primary School

Downing Street,
Preston, PR1 4RH

Head Teacher: Mrs Rosemarie Hughes.

Tel: 01772 797397

Email: bursar@st-teresas-pri.lancs.sch.uk
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The following interview was done by
Ella Holliday, a member of Holy

Family parish Freckleton and the Young
Peace Journalists. It is the latest entry
in the Young Peace Journalists project
featuring the stories and voices of
refugees. 

Reproduced courtesy of Pax Christi
International in serial form.
https://paxchristipeacestories.com

Mohammad is a 22-year-old from Aleppo,
Syria who arrived in the UK in 2016
having left Syria in 2014. In the following
interview, Mohammad speaks about his
experience. The interview was conducted
on 12 December 2016 and the Catholic
Voice is publishing it in serial form. 

The first part of the story was covered in
the April edition. We will conclude the
piece in our June edition.

Refugee 

Story
What did you know about the UK when
you arrived?
Not much really, just what I’ve seen in the
regular news and some information from
the movies. I know some things about the
life habits. They speak about it in our
country. They say “this is English, so
English”. Most of it is not true but it gave
me some brief idea about the people.
Thank goodness I was not wrong! From
the moment I was taken into the UK
the treatment of the policemen were
different. They were not treating me as a
terrorist they were just saying “you will be
ok, everything will be alright. Just relax,
you’re here now and there is no reason to
panic”. Everything has gone alright since.

So where did you go from here then?
When I first arrived at the airport they
took me into a room, an interview room,
and sat me down for a couple of hours
until someone said “the officers are here to

take your fingerprints and to do your first
screening interview” and then they took my
fingerprints and made me sign something
to say that this is my real passport this is
my real name and so on. Then they said
we will move you now to a detention
centre in London as it was a weekend, a
Friday I think. They said this was because
they needed a translator with us so that
we could finish the second screening
interview whilst I was there. So they said
I will spend the weekend in a detention
centre and then come back after the
weekend. I said that I didn’t need a
translator and that I could understand
English but they were insisting that they
had to send one with me regardless. So
I spent the weekend in the detention
centre, two days there. It was a nice place,
most of the people there were moving
from prison, this is what I understood
from talking to them, they said that
before finishing their prison sentence they
were staying there for a few days before
being released. After two days I went back

to the airport to conduct the second
screening interview. It was around an hour
with the same officers and they called me
back because they needed to sort a few
things. They just wanted a few headlines –
some information about me and my trip
who brought me here, and they fully
searched me and they took my passport
and then they moved me to an
accommodation house in London.

How has your impression since changed?
Well, at the start I was very stressful in the
UK. The moment that we landed I faced a
not very nice border force guy. He was very
suspicious of me and was very scared. He
saw my passport as I walked off the plane
and they were asking for passports but all
I had was my Syrian passport. When he
saw this he was very stressful and angry
asking many different questions, he
seemed very careful but I`m not sure how
to word it. He was just looking at every
simple move I made. When I put my hand
in my pocket he would ask why I had my
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hand in my pocket, “take your hand out!”
Immediately he took my bag and started
searching it and he was asking “what do
you have in your pocket” and “what do you
have in your bag? Are you here alone?
How did you come here? Do you have a
passport?” When I told him I got here on
a fake passport to seek asylum they took
three officers to search me and some
others went on to the plane to look for my
fake passport because that is where it told
them it was. After that everything went 
well. I mean I am alright now.

Did you consider seeking refuge in another
country first?
No I didn’t, no. At first when I left Turkey I
went to Greece. When I left the prison in
Greece I was in a really bad place. It was a
long 15 days there in the prison and me
and my brother were not decided where to
go or where we should go. I think the
hardest problem we faced in the prison in

Greece was that we could not understand
the officers and they could not
understand us. So whatever we needed
the answer was always in a different
language and that was so hard for us. Just
small things, just basic human rights like
can I phone a lawyer or can I call my family
because my family did not know where I
was at that moment. My family hadn’t
heard anything from me in five or six days.
After this experience, we decided we
needed to go to a place where we can
understand the people and they can
understand what we are asking so we
decided on the UK. So a couple of
smugglers helped to smuggle us, all the
countries that I visited, it wasn’t my choice
it was the smugglers choice. I just told him
I wanted to get to the UK and seek asylum
there. When we were looking for a fake
passport, he kept saying “do you like this
one? I can bring another one” but I couldn’t
tell the difference between them they

were just different nationalities. He just
kept saying “this one is this price” or “this
one is half price”. Then we went on the trip
through different countries. It wasn’t my
choice just the way we had to do it.

How would you compare your old daily
routine in Aleppo to your daily routine
in the UK?
Well it is very different because you have
family, friends, people I grew up with, my
neighbourhood, my school, my swimming
pool-everything is different. My normal
basic day in Aleppo I would wake up at 7
or 8 am and we would have breakfast with
my family and then I would go to my
University, my brothers would go to
school. I would finish University around 3
o ‘clock and then go back home, have
lunch with family and then we would go to
the swimming pool for training. When I
got back we would play games with my
family that is about it. In the UK I am

waiting for my second interview – I am an
asylum seeker, not a refugee and so the
basic day would be taking English lessons
or helping with creative activities like
arranging football matches or parties or
drop in centre activities. Now I have found
my way back to the swimming pool. I have
been training with the Lancaster water
polo team and I hope things go better
from there.

Ella attends St Bede’s Catholic High
School in Lytham. She is thirteen years
old and has always had a passion for
writing. She has also done work with
the Catholic Agency for Overseas
Development (CAFOD) around the
refugee crisis. She says that she has
enjoyed the amazing opportunity to
take part in the Young Peace Journalists
project and she hopes that it makes a
difference to this terrible situation.

To be continued next month >>

We used
to have an
Ordinary Life
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Iwould like to share a miracle that happened over 35 years
ago that led to me becoming a Catholic. I know these

miracles are happening all the time in a hidden way in the
souls of many people as a result of somebody else's prayers
so I tell this true story to encourage you, who are praying for
people who do not seem to want to know about God, not to
give up!

Many years ago my father at the age of seven came with his mum
and dad from Ireland to Manchester and they were extremely
poor. I remember dad telling me that in his teen days he slept on
the banks of the embankment in London so that he could send
some money back to his mum from his job in the kitchen of
London restaurants. All his life I remember if dad ever mentioned
his mother's name long after she died he would weep, so much
did he love and appreciate her. In his early twenties he met and
fell in love with mum. It was just before the Second World War.
My mum's family were managing the hotel in which dad was
working at the time. They were middle-class and inclined to be
Presbyterians in religion when they did attend services. 

When mum also fell in love with dad you can imagine her family
were not best pleased...an Irish working-class Catholic lad! In
fact sad to say the difference in religion and probably class too
affected their relationships throughout their lives and mum was
stuck in the middle loving both equally. As Catholics were not
allowed in those days to attend non-Catholic services it must've
been difficult for dad’s mum to have her only son fall in love with

someone who was not a Catholic because her faith meant so
much to her. But she also always welcomed mum and said she
knew how very much her son loved her. When they lost their first
baby, Margaret, dad’s mum stood praying outside the perimeter
of the Church of England graveyard as she was being interred. In
fact I think dad was excommunicated from marrying someone
who wasn't a Catholic which is what happened in those days.
Thankfully this is not the case anymore.

My sister and I were baptised into the Anglican Christian faith
and were both sent at some point to a Catholic convent school so
we could experience both versions of Christian faith, in the hope
that we would then decide for ourselves which way we would go.
But mum and dad rarely went to any church. They had their own
cafe which was open and very busy on a Sunday. I remember
being profoundly affected at the convent school by the statue of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus that we gathered round every morning.
We used to sing 'Sacred Heart of Jesus burning with love for me,
inflame my heart with love for Thee' every morning. I remember
winning a little picture of the Sacred Heart somehow and used
to pin it on the inside of my vest! My friend noticed I had
something there and teased me about having the Beatles picture
next to my heart. In those days I didn't have the courage to say
'no it's Jesus!’ 

In my teens I was drawn off in all sorts of different wrong
directions like many people are but in my very early twenties I
began earnestly to look for God. I won't go into this, but through

SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk
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several mediums this past year I have recorded my story covering
all the difficulties and ups and downs I had experienced in order
to help other people in their faith journeys. The main point here
is the actual Grace our family received which enabled me to take
the step of entering into the Catholic Church. I had decided to
reveal to mum and dad that I really wanted to become a Roman
Catholic. Whilst they were okay about it mum was really upset
and worried in case it would separate me from her in someway
and I could see dad, who had not been able to partake of the
Sacraments all his married life, looked very moved. However my
mum's mum, 'nana', was living with them at the time and she had
a repetitive kind of dementia by that stage and was on her own.
She mainly just reminisced about her childhood. Mum and dad
both said we mustn't breathe a word of my conversion to her (in
view of the historical conflict). 

However one amazing morning when mum was taking nana her
breakfast in bed  the latter suddenly said out of the blue ‘ you
know if you would like to become a Catholic any time please don't let
me stop you.' Mum could hardly believe it, neither could any of us
because nana rarely said anything sort of  'with it' really and we
had in any case been so very careful not to talk about it in any
way. But it was a particular shock to mum because she herself
had not really thought of becoming a Catholic and yet now it was
presented to her! 

After I had been received into the Church, dear mum started to
receive instruction and a year later she too became a Catholic

and on that very day my mum and dad were married for the first
time in the Catholic Church! This was at Christ the King Milnthorpe
when dear Canon Benedict Ruscillo (RIP) was PP. So at last my
dad could go partake of the Sacraments! What a blessing this
was and especially as we were only able to have two more years
with dad, during which time we visited both Walsingham and
Lourdes the three of us. Out of the blue he had a severe brain
haemorrhage at the age of 69. RIP Edmund Fitzgerald Aherne (Ted).

Here is the source of the miracle, I truly believe: At his funeral we
were reunited with some more distant Irish relatives and I was
talking to one of them who told me that in his childhood in
Ireland dad and a little cousin who they affectionately called
'Dotey Lee' were inseparable friends. She later went to be a nun in
an enclosed order, they couldn't recall which. And just imagine
this! The year I had the grace to begin my journey home to the
Roman Catholic Church was the very year this nun died. And we
were all certain that she would have all her life prayed for her
little friend Edmund. My conversion to the Catholic faith was a
catalyst to mum’s conversion which led to the regularising of
their marriage before God and dad’s return home into the
Church before he died! The power of prayer!

So never, ever give up praying for the conversion and salvation
of all whom God places in your life!!!! Even if you yourself don't
witness it, they will turn to God and be saved. And what stories
we'll all share one day in Heaven! How wonderfully good is
our God!                                                                                         Pam Aherne

The
Journey
Home
The journey Home miracle for dad,
mum and I – ‘to encourage you’

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
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Does God a favourite football team?’ is
probably a question that has not

bothered too many theologians down
the years but has regularly worried
millions of football fans. However look
more closely and you discover that there
are numerous clubs that owe their
origins to men of God. The legendary
Lord Arthur Kinnaird who served as
chairman of the Football Association
football in its earliest days is quoted as
saying “I believe that all right-minded
people have good reason to thank God
for the great progress of this popular
national game.”

Football as we know it today developed in
the last quarter of the 19th century and
the many clubs that sprung up came
mainly from three sources. In Victorian
England cricket was the most popular
team sport and many cricket clubs
decided to form football teams as a
means of their players keeping fit in
winter, Preston North End was one such
club. Other clubs, like Coventry City and
West Ham United, and West Bromwich
Albion were founded as work mates got
together to play the game.

However a great many clubs were formed
by clergy of various denominations who
were keen to find local young men a
means of escape of their frustrations from
their grim lives in the slums created
during the Industrial Revolution. The
Reverend N S Jeffrey was a member of the
committee who formed Blackpool FC
and in his excellent book ‘Thank God for

football!’ author Peter Lupson explores the
origins of 12 other clubs including
Everton, Fulham, and Bolton Wanderers.
Manchester City was formed by Anna
Connell a clergy man’s daughter. It is only
to be expected that given this period in
our history many of the clergy men have
grand names you would expect to find in a
Dickens novel, but my personal favourite
is the Reverend Tiverton Preedy credited
with being the driving force behind the
foundation of Barnsley Football Club – not
even the great author would have come
up with that one!

It was back in 1847 that an ailing Henry
Lyte penned the inspirational words of
‘Abide with Me’ and 80 years later at
Wembley Stadium in 1927 set to the
music of Henry Monk became football’s
adopted hymn when it was sung for the
first time before an FA Cup Final. Of course
football fans are quick to adapt a good
tune to sing on the terraces from various
sources and hymns are no exception.
Perhaps the most popular to be adapted
with various words either in support of
your team or to taunt the opposition is the
rousing Welsh anthem ‘Cwm Rhondda’.

The first taste of success in my otherwise
uneventful football playing career came in
April 1957 when I played left-back for the
victorious Radcliffe Parish Primary School
in their 1-0 win in the Scholes Cup Final. 
This was the knock-out competition for
the primary schools of Radcliffe and our
defeated opponents were our arch rivals
St Mary’s Catholic school. Having been

‘

Does
GOD

have a
favourite

football
team?
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Church of England born and bred, some
forty years later, I became a Catholic – but
that’s another story!

I have supported my own team for over 60
years – I won’t say who but they are in
Lancashire and their name is very
appropriate considering the fact that
they are the only football club who have a
stand behind one of the goals known as
the Cemetery End. Of course there comes
a time on our journey in life when we
realise that there must be Christians
playing for and supporting the opposition

and even God can’t let both teams win.
Despite all the hype and the obscene
amounts of money in the English
Premiership only one team can be
champions. Over the years I have wept
with joy when we’ve won promotion and
sadly have not been very good company
following relegation, but with Mr Kipling’s
help (not the cake man) you attempt to
“meet triumph and disaster and treat these
imposters just the same.”

But what is it like to be a player, supporter,
or staff of the Pope’s favourite team – is

there even more expectation or pressure
to be successful? At the time of writing
this, they are in second place, three points
behind their Buenos Aires rivals Boca
Juniors in the Argentinian Premier
Division. The origin of Club Atletico San
Lorenzo de Almagro also mirrors that of
many English clubs in that it too was
formed by a priest Father Lorenzo Massa. 

The streets of Buenos Aires were a
dangerous place for young boys to play
football and Father Massa who was
concerned for their welfare offered them

the Church backyard as a safe place to
play – provided they attended Mass
on Sunday!

One day we may well discover the answer
to the question when we “are in that
number when the, Whites, Blues, Spurs, or
Rams or Saints go marching in!” Dave Yates

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

(After retiring Dave Yates worked for 8 years
at the National Football Museum & writes a
page in his club’s match day programme.)

Rev Tiverton Preedy (1863-1928)

Dave Yates

Father Lorenzo Massa withClub Atletico San Lorenzo de Almagroalso
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(except First Fridays & Holy Days 
9.00 am & 7.00 pm)

Saturdays: 10.30 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Sunday 7th May at 6.00 pm
Third Sunday after Easter

Christ the King, Harraby, Carlisle

Sunday 21st May at 3.00 pm
Fifth Sunday after Easter

St Mary's, Hornby

Friday 26th May at 7.00 pm
St Augustine of Canterbury

Sizergh Castle Chapel, Sizergh, Nr Kendal
Please note: This Mass is to be confirmed

Contact Representatives or check 
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Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin
Telephone: 01524 412987
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Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com

The AGM and Mass will be held at
Cardinal Newman College

on Saturday 24th June 2017
at 2.00 p.m.

Further details
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Care and Share has operated in
Blackpool, Wyre and Fylde for

over 28 years. Over the past 8 years,
St Monica’s Church hall has been a base
for this charity. Linda McEvilly and her
helpers respond to referrals from any
services, individuals or families on
a 24/7 basis. Linda can deliver well
over 12 emergency parcels a week of
clothing, bedding, pots, pans, toasters,
kettles, baby bottles, nappies, clothing,
food, cots, beds,  school uniforms,
prams etc.

There is no limit to the help she delivers
tirelessly. She works closely with housing
agencies, social services, the children’s
centres, homeless hostels, women’s
refuge centres, soup kitchens,
rehabilitation units, NHS teams, faith
groups and other support agencies

On top of all this she hosts a monthly
Swap Shop that is open to everyone in
Blackpool and surrounding areas where
people can come along and fill bags of
clothing for FREE if they give a donation
of something they no longer need. 

Last Christmas she packed 884 hampers
filled with presents for individuals and

families across the town who were identified
and referred to her by the agencies she
liaises with constantly all year long.

Linda does not have a host of helpers –
she has not got a team of drivers –
she has no secretary  – or assistants
that are available when things get busy.
She is an individual person, who people
will come along and help when they can,
because they applaud what she does.
She carries on doing, despite ill health,
family commitments, lack of transport,
weather conditions, no matter what
time of the day or night and no matter
how tired and jaded she might feel. She
feels the need to help whenever asked. 

Care and Share is a Christian Charity
which reaches out to ‘those in need’ at all
times, delivering hope where hope has
been lost. 

Care and Share is pleased to announce
that on Saturday 11th March 2017,
(International Women's day), Linda won
the award for Fylde coast Woman of the
Year 2017 & International Woman of the
year 2017. Congratulations Linda from
all your helpers donors and friends of
Care and Share. 

Care
and
Share
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Three out of four of my adult children are tone-deaf when it comes to
singing. Not that this seems to have affected them in the slightest, as

they have a multitude of gifts and talents between them that more than
adequately compensate for this loss. However, it did take some time for one
of them to come to terms with that fact…

My elder daughter, who is exceptionally bright and unusually gifted at both
English and Maths, can’t hold a note if her life depended upon it, but this
certainly didn’t stop her from trying. In fact, as a teenager we surprised her in
the act of singing along to one of her favourite female artists of the time,
hairbrush in hand ( for a microphone), at full volume, and tossing her long hair
about diva-style! Thankfully, she now laughingly admits to her inability to sing
and prefers to let others exercise their vocal chords instead!

Joyful Clamour
At my own parish church we have foregone the usual recessional hymn during
the season of Lent this year. When this was announced the week before Lent
started, we were told that “The Church sometimes needs a time of silence”. And of
course, this is so true. However, I was struck by the fact that we can find God in
the silence – something that can admittedly be difficult to achieve in our hectic,
everyday lives – and in the joyful clamour of our songs of praise and love.

At a conference I attended at the very beginning of Lent we were spoiled by a
liturgical extravaganza of music in the liturgies and Sunday Mass. The musical
accompaniment and singing were sublime and it was not difficult to feel the
presence of the Holy Spirit during such a glorious sound, nor to praise and
worship the Father. I’m sure I speak for most of those there when I say that we
were keeping our lives in tune with the Lord’s and entering into his Song.

Gentle Voice
We have so much to be thankful for in our normal everyday lives and not least of
these is our ability to find God. He makes himself available to us whenever and
wherever we need to find him. In his wonderful diversity, we can access him in
the Word, the Eucharist, other people, nature and at many other times and in
many other places. 

And furthermore we can be aware of the gentle voice of the Lord in the silence
and manifestly aware of his beautiful presence in the lifting melody of our voices
raised in song. And better still – no hairbrush required…!

Julia Beacroft is an author, editor and catechist who lives in Torquay, Devon.
Her first book ‘Sanctifying the Spirit’ is now available to buy.
Please visit www.sanciobooks.com for more information or order from
AMAZON or www.waterstones.com

Copyright © 2017 Julia Beacroft. All rights reserved.

Staying
in tune
with God
by Julia Beacroft

She was singing
along, hairbrush
in hand … at full

volume …
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St Peter’s Primary School, Lytham
- Bishop Campbell’s visit 

We felt nervous as Bishop
Michael entered our newly

painted school entrance with
Father David Burns. After everyone
was introduced the tour began.

Full of pride, we showed him around
each class; he greeted everyone the
same, with a wonderful smile.The
Bishop happily blessed the Year 3
Bibles and spoke to us about Lent.
He also asked questions about what
we were doing in our R.E classes –
listening intently to our answers.
As well as that, he told us some
interesting facts about the
Cathedral. For example: in Latin,
Cathedral means chair and the chair
in Lancaster Cathedral is the
Bishop’s own Chair.

After break it was time to go into
Squirrel Wood to watch Year 1’s
worship (which he utterly enjoyed). 

Finally, we took him into the school
gallery, where the pupil council were
patiently waiting. They told him
about all the exciting things they
had done and what plans they had
for Lent.

We are pleased that Bishop Michael
chose to come to our school and we
really enjoyed his visit. The present
we gave him, a copy of our school
virtues, should remind him of us all. 

Evie, Aaron, Grace & Max

Jessie Oddy has once again returned from India where
she visited the orphanage and school at Perhasapuram

in Tamil Nadu. Though ill health has hampered her
fundraising efforts these last two years, with the help of
many kind people she still managed to send a hundred
thousand rupees (over a thousand pounds), a huge boost
to the orphanage's income. She would like to thank
everybody who has helped.
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