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At the start of this new academic year, I wish each one of you, dear students, every blessing 
and satisfaction and you start out or continue your academic journey here in Lancaster 
University. May it prove to be a happy year, one of progress and intellectual enrichment. 
You want what is best for you personally, and so does almighty God, who is keenly 
interested in all that you do and aspire to. We have a God who cares, and who sent his Son 
on earth as proof of that care. 
 
As we invoke the light and guidance of the Holy Spirit on the new University Year, the 
Scripture readings for this evening offer us some guidelines for living, and ultimately for an 
easy conscience before God.  The Lord Jesus sets before us two absolute priorities for 
Christian living,: love of God and love of neighbour, our fellow human being.  When we put 
God first in our lives we then discover our own identity and dignity as part of creation.  We 
cannot be God or play God, such thinking only leads to unhappiness and personal misery.  
 
When, however, we accept that God is our Father, and a loving Father, who cares for us and 
in whose image and likeness we are made, then we have beauty, order and purpose in our 
life. Christ himself always referred to his heavenly Father, and as he put it ‘his food was to 
do the will of his Father.’  His Father’s will was the supreme norm of his life, and in this he 
sets an example for all of us. 
 
The Lord Jesus well knew and taught that that love of God cannot stand on its own, but has 
to overflow in practical care and concern for others – all those we meet along the road of 
life. The public ministry of Our Lord was given over to others: he healed the sick, comforted 
those burdened by the cares of life, fed the hungry, and spoke life-giving words to them in 
the name of his Father. The love he preached, he also practised. In the end he suffered and 
died on the cross for his brothers and sisters rather than deny the truth of his gospel. He 
triumphed over death and rose again on the third day, to give us a whole new vision, and 
the hope of eternal life in the world which awaits us. 
 
Let us pray to God in this Mass for the grace and the insight to love him with our whole 
heart, soul and mind, and to be channels of that love to all we happen to meet in the daily 
routine of our student life. It is then that we shall truly be Christ-like and pleasing to our 
heavenly Father. Amen. 
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