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(Num.3: 5-9. 1Cor.12:4-8. John 21:15-17) 
 

 
 

Steve, you are presenting yourself today for ordination as a deacon, and the Church thanks you 
sincerely for your generosity and faith in taking this step. I would also like to thank your wife, 
Karen, and your family for their unstinting support and encouragement during your years of 
training and preparation for this day. And to the many others who have accompanied and helped 
you on your journey, I say thank you! 
 
The readings you chose for this ordination liturgy clearly speak to you as a deacon. The Levites 
were to assist the high-priest Aaron and his priestly sons in their service at the Lord’s sanctuary.  
You too, following in that long venerable tradition, will minister at the Lord’s altar, proclaiming 
and explaining the gospel to Christ’s people, and distributing to them the sacred food of his body 
and blood.  Those Levites of old worked in close collaboration with the priests and the high-priest 
himself, Aaron and his successors, forming a unity of sacred ministry. Steve, be a loyal fellow-
worker with the clergy of the parish, and be conscious of your unbreakable link with the Bishop, in 
whose name you will serve as a deacon. Above all, be a focus of unity in the parish, leading people 
to Christ. 
 
The apostle Paul speaks of the charisms, or spiritual gifts, God pours out on the Church. These 
gifts are given to individuals but are intended for the good of all, for the benefit of the whole body 
of Christ.  Drawing on your own particular gifts as a deacon, part of your ministry will be to allow 
the gifts of others to develop and flower. Foster and encourage the gifts of the Holy Spirit among 
the people, for the Spirit is constantly at work in the lives of believers. The parish of Our Lady of 
Furness needs the gifts of every single parishioner in its work of proclaiming the gospel. As a 
deacon, encourage and put fresh heart into those whose lives you will touch. 
 
The Lord once looked St. Peter straight in the face and asked him three times ‘Do you love me?’  
The same Lord puts that same question to each person who believes in him, but he puts it in a 
particular way to those of us called to the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Do you love me? Christ 
depends on his ministers to continue his work of redemption; he needs our faithful and steadfast 
love in good times and in bad, when the sun shines or when the clouds gather.  
 
I pray, Steve, that Christ’s love for you will sustain you in the ministry of service you are now 
officially entering and to which he is calling you. And be of good cheer, for the Lord who calls you 
will not desert you. 
 
+Michael G Campbell OSA 
Bishop of Lancaster 


