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My dear brothers and sisters, 
 
Today’s Feast of the Holy Family, following that of Christmas itself, 
underlines the true wonder and the sublime mystery that the eternal Son of 
God was born into a real human family, and would spend His childhood 
and formative years under the watchful care of Mary and Joseph. What 
strikes us today is just how ordinary that family life at Nazareth must have 
been, as is usually the case with our own families. Yet it was in that daily 
family routine that the Son of God chose to spend thirty years of His life. It 
is comforting to know that God was at work in the apparently simple things 
of everyday in the remote town of Nazareth! And He continues to be at 
work today through grace in the circumstances, struggles and achievements 
of our own particular families. 
 
The Scripture readings for the Holy Family suggest that faith in God 
underpinned their unity as a family. Joseph, like Abraham, was called by 
God to accept his role as spouse of Mary and foster-father of the child Jesus 
in circumstances which he could not fully understand, and it was his faith 
which made him, as Scripture says, a ‘just man.’  Saint Joseph, although the 
silent, unquestioning figure of the Christmas story, proved to be a reliable 
and trustworthy guardian of Mary and her special child.  He is an example 
for all of us who have to walk the often hidden ways of faith. As we know 
from the story of the Annunciation, Mary’s wholehearted response to the 
Angel Gabriel was a sign of that faith in God which would sustain her for 
the rest of her life. 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, we should take pride in our families, and give 
thanks to God today for the selfless love and many blessings which we have 
received from our own particular family. Despite the challenges, setbacks 
and even disappointments which can befall our families, families are 
precious and God-willed, intended for the well-being of society and the 
Church. Faith in God, our loving Father, allows us to see the wonder of the 



family, the joy of children, parents and grandparents, and the secure place 
each individual has within a family, whether young or old. The mutual 
acceptance and respect grounded in faith which Joseph and Mary had for 
each other, and expressed in their care for the Child Jesus, shows a living 
faith in action. 
 
We also belong to another family, that of the Church, brothers and sisters of 
one another, with Christ as the Head. From this diverse family we are 
enriched with countless spiritual blessings, of which the most precious is 
surely the Lord’s gift of Himself, His body and blood, in the Holy Eucharist. 
Not only do we celebrate His Life, death and resurrection and then receive 
Him at Mass as our spiritual food and drink, but we adore His real presence 
in the tabernacles of our churches, where He waits to listen and speak with 
us in silence.  
 
In September, later this coming year, there is a National Eucharistic 
Congress ‘Adoremus’ – with various workshops over two days to be held 
in Liverpool for the whole of our Church in England and Wales, 
culminating with Solemn Mass in the Metropolitan Cathedral followed by a 
Eucharistic Procession - open to all - on 9 September. The purpose of this 
Congress is to deepen our love, devotion and reverence for such a truly 
wonderful sacrament celebrated and present in our local parishes. You will 
be hearing more in your parishes about preparation and with information 
for this important occasion, and all the ways in which you can actively take 
part. Please do get involved as much as you can. It will, I am sure, be a 
grace-filled moment for all of us.  
  
As we stand at the threshold of a New Year, dear brothers and sisters, I ask 
Almighty God to bless you and your families, and pray that you may know 
something of the peace and love which marked that unique Holy Family of 
Nazareth. 
 
With my blessing and every good wish for 2018, 

Yours most sincerely in Jesus Christ, 

 
 Michael G Campbell OSA 
Bishop of Lancaster 

 
The Catholic Diocese of Lancaster 

http://catholicnews.org.uk/adoremus2018

