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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
The short season of Advent is rapidly passing and in just over a week it will be Christmas Day, 
and the celebration of Our Lord’s birthday. The season of Advent has its own particular grace 
as almighty God prepares us for the mystery of the birth in time of his only-begotten Son. So 
Advent – a period of preparation and a time of waiting. Our life here on earth may be 
described as an advent, a time of waiting for God, and for that moment when our often restless 
hearts will finally be at rest in the eternal peace of heaven. 
 
Mgr. O’Dea’s earthly advent is now complete, and he has passed over into the glory of a new 
life in Christ which we cannot even begin to imagine. Yet there is much to give thanks for in 
Mgr. Paddy’s long advent, if we may so describe his life. Like John the Baptist in our gospel, as 
a priest Paddy gave splendid witness to Christ for almost seventy years. (Next year would have 
seen him celebrate his seventieth anniversary of priestly ordination.) His priestly ministry over 
those long years was one of preparing the way for Christ who followed in his footsteps. The 
apostle Paul urges us in the second reading ‘to give thanks to God for all things” and it is very 
fitting that we should do this for Mgr. O’Dea. He was a devoted and zealous priest, and his life 
was well-spent. Would that the same could be said for each one of us. 
 
As we lay Mgr. Paddy to rest here in Kilteely where his roots are, I would like to pay tribute to 
the family which nurtured him and gave such a fine priest to the Church. I think today of his 
parents, his immediate family, those who helped shape and make what he was, and his nieces 
and nephews and their families who were so supportive of him down the years. I also 
acknowledge the parish family of Kilteely, priests and people, who played their part in his 
Christian formation as a child and young man, and from where he discerned his vocation to 
the priesthood. The Church in general, and the Diocese of Lancaster in particular, owes you a 
great debt. He left here many years ago as a young man, but your loss has been our gain. 
 
The reading from Isaiah began with the lovely words which are very appropriate and 
applicable to Mgr. Paddy’s life as a priest: “The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the 
Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts that 
are broken; to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison; to proclaim a year of 
favour from the Lord.”   
May a faithful priest now rest from his labours, and his good works go with him.  Amen! 
 
+Michael G Campbell OSA 
Bishop of Lancaster 


