
A PASTORAL LETTER 
FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  

 
 
To be read out at all public Masses in the Diocese over the weekend of 
17/18 February 2018. 
 
My dear people, 
 
A few days ago on Ash Wednesday ashes were placed on our forehead to mark the 
beginning of the forty days of Lent, and the start of our journey towards Easter and 
the celebration of the Lord’s passion, death and resurrection. Lent is a sacred time, 
and one of renewal and fresh beginnings for those baptised in Christ. The ashes are a 
symbol of our humble desire to walk faithfully in the way of the Lord, and to reach 
out in charity to others, in particular to our needy sisters and brothers.  
 
I have said that Lent is a sacred time, and that implies that these forty days are a gift 
to us from almighty God, made holy by Christ’s period of fasting and prayer in the 
desert. Before beginning His public ministry, Christ saw the need to withdraw and 
discern ever more fully the Father’s will in this regard, and He accomplished this 
through self-discipline and resistance to the Devil’s temptations. In this He has set us 
an example that we should follow the same path. The penitential yet grace-filled 
season of Lent offers us the God-given opportunity to do this. 
 
The Lord Jesus set out on His Lenten journey after He had been baptised by John, 
and the first two readings in today’s liturgy have the saving waters of baptism as their 
theme. Noah and his family found safety in the ark from the flood which devastated 
the earth, and as St. Peter remarks, ‘that water was a type of the baptism which saves 
you now.’  Lent may be described as the rediscovery of our personal baptism, when in 
the waters of the font we once mysteriously died and rose with Christ, to begin a new 
way of life. At Easter the Church calls us to renew our baptismal promises, but our 
vocation is to live out those promises each day of our life.  
 
On this first Sunday of Lent the Lord’s words in the gospel should serve as a wake-up 
call to us, The time has come and the kingdom of God is close at hand. 
Repent and believe the Gospel. As we look around us we are aware that nature 
is slowly reawakening to life and the days getting brighter and longer. God in Christ 
intends this spiritually to take place in our own hearts and souls, to realise that we 
are truly sons and daughters of a gracious Father, who in love has given us His Son to 
be our way, our truth and our life.  
 
This will be my final Pastoral Letter and, as you know, I will be retiring shortly. I take 
this opportunity to say a sincere thank you to each one of you for the warmth of the 
welcome you have extended to me during my ten years as Bishop, on the occasions of 
my visits to the different parishes and schools throughout the Diocese.  I am grateful 



to almighty God for the privilege of ministering to you as your Bishop, and the 
Diocese of Lancaster will always have a special place in my affections. Please pray for 
your Bishop Elect – Canon Paul Swarbrick. He will need your prayers and positive 
support. 
 
In the meantime, dear brothers and sisters, as we all embark on our Lenten journey, 
I assure you of my prayers that it may be a time richly blessed for you by God, and 
that we will celebrate Easter renewed in body and soul as Christ the Lord wishes us 
to be. 
 
With my personal blessing to each one of you, 
 
Yours sincerely in Jesus Christ, 

 
 
+Michael G Campbell OSA 
Apostolic Administrator 


