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“There are two conditions
in order to follow Jesus,
hear the word of God
and put it into practice.
This is the Christian life,
nothing more.

”

Pope Francis

K&M Maintenance
Heating - Electrical - Building

Jesus
calls us all
to follow

Him

Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801
Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England
Gas
• Emergency Boiler Repairs for all makes
• Boiler Installations & servicing
• Central Heating System repairs/upgrades/leaks
• New fitted Central Heating Systems
• Landlord Gas Safety Certificates (CP12)
Electrical
• New consumer units supplied and fitted
• All emergency breakdowns
• Power tripping
• New lighting
• Additional sockets
• Faulty sockets
• Rewiring
• Outdoor lighting/sockets
Building
• Extension work
• Alterations
• Driveways, paths and patios
• Conservatories
• Double glazing
• Fascias and Soffits
Prices
Boiler Service - £39 + VAT plus £10 for every additional appliance.

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801
Address: K & M Maintenance Services Ltd,
Unit 9 Romay Way, Preston, Lancs PR2 5BB
More information: wwwkmmaintenance.co.uk
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EDITORIAL
s the Synod of Bishops on the Family prepares to resume
its discussions this month, it is a good time to reflect on
family life. Jesus began life on earth in a loving family, who
taught him the faith and a trade, and came looking for him
when they thought he was lost. His parents gave him sufficient
emotional and physical space – within a network of extended
community/familial relationships – to make leaving him in
Jerusalem possible! He, for his part, accepted his parents’
authority. His Mother believed in him enough to initiate his
ministry, though it would mean, in a certain sense, losing him.
She stood by him at his bleakest hour. In this way the family
incarnates God’s love for His people.

A
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A Path to Holiness
For most adults, marriage is the path to holiness. If holiness
means embracing God’s will, and putting away all self-interest,
family life provides rich opportunities for growth. It is no use
a married person trying to live the life of a religious: the paths
are different, even if there are parallels. The priest and religious
renounces the gifts of marriage and family by fidelity to the
round of prayer, service of God’s people, the practice of the
evangelical counsels, and for the religious the constant rub of
community life. The wife and mother’s path may involve getting
up from prayer to cook tea, changing a nappy when she feels
like putting her feet up, foregoing a new dress to pay for music
lessons or a school trip for the children, or smiling when she
feels like screaming. A husband finds his wife speaking too
much irritating, but listens with devotion and loyalty. It is
precisely through the areas which seem uncongenial that we get
the edges rubbed off us.
Pray together
There is a compelling need to put God first in family life. Pray as
a family, if you can. Put the Bible in a visible place in your home,
and read a passage of it each day. The Rosary is a beautiful way to
introduce prayer to children. Myriad blessings come through
consecrating yourself and the family to Jesus through the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Many married people find the time
for personal prayer after their spouse has gone to sleep or
in the early hours of morning.
Play together
It is often said that ‘the family that prays together stays
together’. One might add ‘the family that plays together stays
together’. Do you take time to play with your children or spend

quality time with your teenagers/spouse, following their interests
and having fun? Think back on your own experience of play as a
child. Was it enhanced by the presence of an interested adult?
Children want love and tenderness, as well as firm boundaries
and limits: parents who are joined up with one another and the
school, confident in their authority, without being authoritarian.
Have a family meal at the dinner table every day without the TV
on. Reflect on something positive that has happened to each
person, and be grateful to God. Discuss the negative, and let it go
(let peace in), again being grateful to God.
Pray for Peace in families
Couples need to pray particularly for peace within their families,
and guard themselves vigilantly against anything which
threatens to disrupt marital unity. Children feel a combative
atmosphere between parents. Children may develop symptoms
to divert their parents’ attention from marital conflict. Where
separation has occurred, Pope Francis, in a recent Wednesday
audience, urged parents to speak well of the other parent to
the children.
Challenging circumstances
The reality for most people is not the charmed life of the ‘idyllic
Catholic family’ with a spouse who shares the faith and six
bouncing children, enjoying barbeques between family prayers.
Perhaps you can’t conceive; perhaps your child has behavioural
difficulties, an eating disorder, an addiction or a sickness;
perhaps you are a single parent, or your spouse doesn’t share
your faith and the children have lost interest in church, you or
your spouse is unemployed, your marriage is on the rocks, or
one of you has a mental health difficulty. What to do in such
circumstances? Still pray. Pray. And pray some more.
A certain woman experiences such physical agony she doesn’t
know how she will get out of bed in the morning. Her answer is
to identify herself with Jesus’ Cross saying, ‘I unite myself to your
passion Lord’. And she gets up, and says nothing. Day after day.
God in His wisdom has permitted your circumstances and can be
trusted to work through them for His mysterious purposes. It is
no use thinking ‘how much easier it would be to pray, if only...’ He
knows your situation, and works through present realities, not
hypothetical alternatives. There has not been a saint yet who did
not carry a heavy cross. It is through such crosses that He brings
the Kingdom into being.

Family Life:
A Little School of Holiness

Letters to:
voiceletters@hotmail.co.uk
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FAO Edwina Gillett
99 Commonside, Ansdell,
Lytham St. Annes FY8 4DJ
Please send articles for publication on CD
or by email, supplying any photos separate
to the text (i.e. in jpeg format). Otherwise
please type double spacing or write very
clearly. Last date for copy is the LAST
DAY of the month prior to publication.
Photographs will be returned if you
remember to put your name and address
on the back of each and enclose suitable
stamped and self-addressed packaging.

If holiness means embracing
God’s will, and putting away all
self-interest, family life provides
rich opportunities for growth.
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Kos a Jewel in the Lord’s Ocean
his year went I the first time to the
Greek Island of Kos. I stayed just
outside of a small village called
Kardamena and visited the village
Greek Orthodox church of Our Lady of
Intercession. I also went on a boat trip
round the island where we visited
three small islands and on one of these
islands lives one man in a beautiful
house with a chapel, I took many
pictures which will help me in my icon
writing. It was a wonderful experience
for me to see these amazing icons and
wall paintings in the beautiful Greek
chapels. There is also a Catholic church
in the capital of the island in Kos town,
originally built by the Italians.

T

On a trip round the island we went to the
ruins where Hippocrates founded the first
hospital on Kos. Hippocrates is considered

by scientists to be the founder of
medicine. He may have been the most
important doctor of the ancient times
and the best representative of the
Medical School of Kos. He was also a
profound philosopher and humanitarian.
He was born in Kos in 460 BC and
following his father’s profession (who
was a Doctor), he studied medicine at the
Asclipio school of medicine in Kos. He
studied patient records and therapy
methods. At a young age he left Kos and
worked as a doctor in Thaso, Thraki and
Thessalia. Soon his reputation spread
all over Greece. It is said he helped the
Athenians during the period of the great
plague of the Peloponissos war. According
to tradition he reached the gates of the
Persian King Artaxerxi but then refused
to offer his services. He died of old age
near Larissa.

The first mention of the early Christian
period in Kos is connected to the visit of
the disciple Paul which is mentioned in
the book of Paul. This was recorded in the
minutes of the first Ecumenical Synod of
Nice in 325 and was signed by the Bishop
of Kos, Melifron. The big earthquake
in 469AD signalled the change in the
structure of architecture from the Roman
times to Christian times.
However, the next earthquake was very
strong in 554AD and destroyed the city
of Kos. This made it difficult for the city
to get back to its former glory. Life
continued along the same lines till the
Arabic Invasion in the middle of the 7th
century. From the middle of the 7th
century Kos belonged to the Kibireoton
or Aegean or Samos. In the second half
of the 11th century we are informed that

Nikiforos Melissinos, husband of Evdokia
who was the sister of the Emperor Alex
the first Komninou resided in Kos where
he owned a lot of land. At the same time
a large number of royal related people
came to Kos like Christodoulou who
founded the monastery of Theotokou
in Old Pyli.
Christodoulou exchanged the land in Kos
with land in Patmos where he founded the
monastery of St John Theologou. From the
11th century till the beginning of the 14th
century Kos had many administrative
changes up until the occupation by the
Knights of Ioannites.
Kos is a lovely island, the people are very
welcoming and friendly and very proud of
their beautiful island. A beautiful gem in
Our Lord’s ocean.
Teresa Smith
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Meaning and Purpose for this Generation

To keep up-to-date with what is going on, check out www.castleriggmanor.co.uk

All change at Castlerigg!
here has been lots of change the
past couple of weeks at Castlerigg
Manor. In July we said goodbye to the
2014/15 youth team – a big thank you
to Tilly, Amy & Lauren, who have moved
on to new jobs and further studies.
Grace and Misha are continuing to serve
young people at Castlerigg for another
year. At the end of July we also said
goodbye to Ruth B, who has moved onto
university. And in August both Ruth
Corless and Fr Philip Conner moved onto
pastures new. Thank you very much for
all your hard work over the years.

T

Being a

G
OUNToday
YCatholic
Lauren, 19, Fleetwood

he other day I came across a
passage within the Bible from
Luke which stated, ‘He astonished the
crowds’, and unexpectedly it got me
thinking more deeply about the
message God was wanting to give
to me.

T

First I thought about what it means
to be astonished, to be amazed,
impressed, overwhelmed? When I
thought more deeply about it I realized
that in my life I found it very hard to
‘impress’ one person, whether it be
because I looked up to them or because
their presence overwhelmed me. In fact
I realized that many-a-time I have
failed to impress just one individual,
and yet here Jesus was astonishing
groups of people.
I then thought about my life and I
asked myself when have I felt
astonished, and is it God who
astonishes me? After deep thoughts
I realized I had two answers to this
question. Firstly, simply waking up in
the morning, meeting individuals who
inspire and teach me, looking at my
surroundings, the beauty, and being

able to feel love and joy in my heart,
I would say ‘Yes, this is Jesus
astonishing me’.
My second reply would be when I’ve felt
angry and hurt, when I have completely
turned my back on the Lord and gone
astray, when I’ve believed he has left my
side. And yet, looking back on these
moments, I realised that it was when I
was the weakest and it was in those
times that God carried me and made
me the strongest. From this Scripture I
had an image of a sweet jar and a friend
slowly taking a sweet out one at a time
and myself only realising when the jar
was empty. I thought this represents all
of our lives: we have a best friend,
Christ who slowly takes our pain and
worries away, yet being human beings
we expect a sudden change, something
to happen right away. But this image of
one sweet being taken away at a time
helped me to realise that, in fact, as I
look back on my life, the Lord has been
at my side. It was me being too foolish
to recognise this and how he has slowly
transformed my life and given me gifts
and talents throughout my ongoing
journey to become a disciple of His.

At the start of July, Bridget from Lancaster
joined the team as a Retreat Leader.
Mid-August saw the arrival of Fr John
Moriarty, the new Director and Chaplain
of Castlerigg Manor, and five new
members for the youth team. Anke is
from Belgium, Austin is from the USA,
Aleksandra is from Poland, Sarah is from
Portsmouth and Tom is from Manchester.
So along with Misha from Ukraine and
Grace from Fleetwood, there is quite the
international vibe going on! Please keep
the team at Castlerigg Manor in your
prayers over the next year.

Come Follow Me
ver the past year young
parishioners from around West
Cumbria met at Castlerigg the first
Sunday of each month. Everyone
follows everyone these days on Twitter
and Facebook, so we called our group,
Follow, and the group’s aim was to help
young people to follow Christ.

O

In short the youth group which lasted
a year was designed as a discipleship
programme. The format was simple:
everyone gathered for a meal at 6pm. At
7pm we would have some praise and
worship, and then a talk on a particular
aspect of discipleship: what it means to
be a disciple, resisting the Devil’s tactics
and the art of spiritual warfare, what
our faith has to say about love and
relationships, how our faith can shape
the way we use our recreation, dealing
with emotional issues – all very practical
matters on how to live out our faith and be
a witness. After the talk, the group would
break up into smaller groups for some
sharing time, and then we would go to
the chapel for night prayer, sometimes
a little bit of adoration, or a meditation.
It was a simple format, but one that
seemed to work.
Month after month a group of about 12
to 15 young people appeared from as
far afield as Penrith, Workington and
Whitehaven, and the friendships that
developed helped to break the isolation
that many young people feel in their
parishes where there are often few
other young people. Jenny, 17, from

Cockermouth, writes that ‘in addition to
the delicious food, each week has been such
a great way to step back from the hustle and
bustle of day-to-day life and just think about
my life and my relationship with God. I've
really enjoyed Follow, especially being able
to meet other young Catholics (something
alarmingly rare!) and I enjoyed addressing
issues that actually impact upon us directly
or matters within the faith that the Sunday
readings don't usually address. The session
on acknowledging and fighting the devil was
a talk I will always remember - I wish I had
had the talk earlier!’ Ellie added, ‘It’s been
a great mix: fun, games, food, faith, friends,
peace, interest, life advice, learning, people,
young people of my faith who don’t live 200
miles away’. Owen, 13, added, ‘It’s been
great to enjoy the garden at Castlerigg and
being in a new place as it is more special to
be out and fresh than at home’, and another
young person added, ‘I’ve learnt to believe
in things even when it seems hard to and I
feel it’s hard to carry on. It’s great to talk
to people who believe in the same thing as
you and I love the whole ‘family’ feel
about Castlerigg’.
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Saint for our times
I

ts pilgrimages like the one I made to
Turin in June that only come around
once in a lifetime, and you know when
you get that opportunity and are able to
take it that it really is God’s work.

heard and experienced, the part of the
pilgrimage which really struck me was the
life and work of Saint John Bosco, he really
is a saint for our times, and we have so
much to learn from him.

We were there merely 3 days but somehow
we did so much it felt like a week or more.
The second we got off the plane we were
on a coach heading to Sassello – the home
town of Blessed Chiara Badano – where
we visited her tomb and met people who
actually grew up with her. From there we
visited the Shroud of Turin which was mind
blowing. The next day we made a short
journey to the home and work place of
Saint John Bosco, and on the Sunday we
had Mass celebrated by Pope Francis
followed by an audience with him.

We can read all about his life online and
read books written about him, but to
actually visit his home and see what he
actually achieved takes it to a whole
other level.

Despite everything we visited, saw,

Saint John Bosco dedicated his whole life
to working with the street children of
Turin, at a time when there was great
poverty in Turin, and no one was prepared
to help. He spent months looking for the
right building before eventually he was
given a barn, he converted it into a chapel
with the help of the children, giving them
a sense of purpose. The first Mass there

was celebrated on Easter Sunday, which
is so fitting because with Christ’s
resurrection so too did the mission of
Saint John Bosco come alive.
He got jobs for the young men he was
helping, but before long he realised they
were being treated horribly on building
sites so gave them jobs himself. They
began to expand and build around the
chapel, building a home for the priests
and children. The priests’ homes were
unique because if they wanted to move
from room to room they had to use a
balcony on the outside because John
Bosco believed they should always see the
children playing and the children should
always be able to see them. His own room
look directly over their courtyard as they
played football and other games.
As his mission grew, more and more young

people joined, many going on to become
priests. He began working on a Basilica
which he dedicated to Mary help of
Christians. Despite having no money
he convinced builders to begin work,
borrowing money from them so he could
pay them.
With everything I learned from Saint John
Bosco that day, one thing I will always
keep with me from his example is that, as
Christians, we do things because they
are right, not because they are popular,
and sometimes we have to go against
the grain.
If we all learned from Saint John Bosco’s
example, had his will to work, and his will
to do the work of Jesus on earth, we would
live in a very different world.
Richard Teasdale, 22, Workington

To advertise please contact
Caroline on 01223

969506

or email carolineg@cathcom.org
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Your letters
How to send us
your letters:
Write to:
The Editor,
99, Commonside,
Ansdell,
Lytham St. Annes,
FY8 4DJ.
Email to:
voiceletters@hotmail.co.uk
• Please keep your letters concise
(max 300 words),
• Include your full name and address
• Letters should not include any
personal criticism or attacks
• The editor reserves the right to:
- amend or shorten letters or to
refuse to publish them (no
correspondence to discuss decisions
taken will be entered into)
- publish a response if deemed
appropriate

Boarbank Hall

Canonesses of St Augustine
of the Mercy of Jesus

“You desire to be builders of peace,
possess it yourselves first” - St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality
• Care of the poor and sick
Contact: Sr Anne Donockley
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands
Cumbria LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

NEW LITURGY
ROMAN MISSAL
ALTAR BOOK
Unused. As new.
Bought as a gift.
Cost $430.

Will accept £150 cash.
Tel: 01253 764369.
To advertise please contact
Caroline on 01223 969506
or email
carolineg@cathcom.org

DIOCESAN SUPPLIERS
Serving Churches,
Schools, Commercial
and Domestic Sector.
If you have worked for
the Diocese and wish
to be included in this
section, please
contact Caroline on
01223 969506 or
email carolineg@
cathcom.org

Complete
pest
control
solutions
call

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building
and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,
replacement doors
and windows
Builders Yard, 66 Marsden Street,
Kirkham, Preston PR4 2TH
Tel: (01772) 684489 Fax: (01772) 671486
email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www.jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk
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Children pray to Our Lady
t Benedict’s High School in Whitehaven, is blessed in many
ways. Not least in each of its students being instilled with
‘a sense of faith’ throughout their academic journey which
they carry with them long after they have left. To help this
spiritual journey the school is fortunate that the Diocesan
Shrine to Our Lady of is located at Cleator just five minutes
away from the school.

S

All Year 7 students visited the Grotto in the last school year and
learnt more about Our Lady and the Rosary. They began in the
classroom, by learning the Story of Lourdes which led to the
students going to the school chapel and making their own
Rosary beads; most of the year 7’s made one for themselves
and one as a gift for someone at home.
The next stage saw the students heading up to the Grotto at
Cleator, where they would talk more about the story and miracles
of Lourdes as well as the story of the Grotto in Cleator.
The communities of Cleator and Cleator Moor were dependent
on the mining and iron industries, and during the Great

Depression of the 1920s and 1930s, times were very difficult for
many. Fr. Clayton (priest in Cleator from 1904 to 1954) arranged
for funding to provide employment for some of the parishioners.
Fr. Clayton bought some land adjoining the church's site and
asked for volunteers to help construct a replica of the Grotto at
Lourdes. These volunteers were rewarded with vouchers for food
and clothing. People still make pilgrimage to Cleator to visit the
Grotto each year.
Hearing about the story of this shrine, the students then had a
chance to explore the grounds; they looked at all the different
statues of Saints and had a chance to learn about them and
speak to Richard Teasdale, school chaplain.
After returningto the Grotto, the students were presented
with their own set of rosary beads, a miraculous medal and a
booklet helping to explain them. They then prayed a decade
of the Rosary with many of the students offering up their own
intentions and for their class before returning to the classroom
refreshed and bursting with the joy of Mary and Jesus.
Richard Teasdale

CELEBRATING OUR SCHOOLS

Professional Will
Writers & Estate
Planners

Have you been meaning to make a
Will
but never got round to it?
Do you own property?
Are your children under 18?
Are you worried about
nursing home fees?
Might your estate be liable
to Inheritance Tax?

St Peter’s Catholic
Primary School

Our Lady’s Catholic High School
St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,
Lancashire PR2 3SQ
Headteacher: Mr Nigel Ranson
Tel: 01772 326900
Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Norfolk Road, Lytham FY8 4JG
Headteacher: Mrs Heyes
Tel: 01253 734658
E: head@st-peters-pri.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher?
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance
(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic
primary and secondary schools and post-16
colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School
with a shared vision and commitment to providing
first class, professional development for trainee
teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.
Contact: 01772 326931
Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

THE SISTERS OF NAZARETH
Do you believe there is more to Life?
Looking for a Challenge in .........
PRAYER? COMMUNITY? MINISTRY?

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory
School and Oak House Nursery
200 Garstang Road, Fulwood, Preston
PR2 8RD
Headteacher Miss B M Banks M.A.
Tel: 01772 719937/713630
Email:
enquiries@st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk

Able
Wills

Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 9PZ
Headteacher
Mr Andrew Johnson
Tel 01254 827073

IF SO CONTACT... SISTER FRANCES
07906372786
vocinfo@sistersofnazareth.com

If the answer to any of the above is

“Yes” then we can help.

Specialists for: Wills and Probate, Lasting Power of Attorney,
Property & Discretionary Trusts, Funeral Plans
Call Malcolm Nightingale For a FREE home visit.

01539 737400
7, Windermere Road, Kendal
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One
Church
One
Faith
Our Lady
of Furness

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

ack in July parishioners in Barrow-in-Furness gathered for
our annual parish feast day. The celebrations offered us a
chance for the four churches and five schools of the parish
to deepen our unity as one Catholic community in the town,
following the merger of Barrow’s churches into one parish
in July 2013.

B

We prepared for the feast day with a nine-day novena, with
people gathering each night for prayers for different intentions.
On the last night of the novena, Bishop Campbell joined us, and
over 200 people gathered in the church to ask the prayers of our
patroness, Our Lady of Furness, before processing outside the
church to crown her statue. Afterwards there was a Ceilidh in the
Parish Centre, and people from the different churches had the
chance to socialise and dance together.
Each church and school of our parish has an icon of Our Lady of
Furness, displayed throughout the year. On the feast day itself,
people processed through the town from the different churches
and schools, carrying the icons and converging on St Mary’s
church for Mass at midday.
A full church of people of all ages attended the Mass, at which
Fr Manny Gribben, our Parish Priest, spoke about Our Lady’s role
as one who watches over us and prays for us. At the end of the
Mass a trumpet and organ fanfare was played, as the icons of
Our Lady of Furness were honoured with incense.
The celebrations ended with a street party outside the church
and a social in the Parish Centre, where we enjoyed a hog roast,
bouncy castles, a football tournament for the children and plenty
of good food. All in all, it was a great celebration of our unity as
one parish, and a joyful renewal of our dedication to Our Lady.
Fr Andrew Allman
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Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first clss mail
When phoning please quote MV101

Are you being called
to be a priest?
‘Do not be afraid of what God
asks of you! It is worth saying yes
to God! In him we find our Joy.’

Pope Francis

priest is someone who courageously responds to the call
of God in his life, to become a preacher of His Holy Word,
and a minister of His Sacraments. A priest’s life is one of
service to God’s people, gathered together in His Church,
where he preaches and lives the Good News of Jesus Christ.

A

SELF STORAGE
Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs
Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per
week
Open 7 Days

Who does God call to be a priest?
God can call any man he chooses to become a priest, any time
he chooses, and under any circumstances he chooses. You have
only to join a gathering of priests anywhere, or visit a seminary,
to realise that there is no such thing as one single ‘priestly type’
that God calls to be a priest. Priests are people as varied as any
other group, widely different in interests, temperament and
background. Sometimes you may even be surprised by whom
God calls, especially if He is calling you.

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage
Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton
Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

One of the first things that you may think of if God is calling you
to priesthood, is that you are not worthy. You are not alone, no
one who is called is worthy. You may question God, “You know that
I am a sinner, you know my weakness, there are much holier men
than me why don’t you call them?” God in his divine wisdom calls
those whom he wants to call. If you have the feeling that God is
calling you to the priesthood, remember that He will prepare you
for the work of a priest by His grace; nothing is impossible to
God. The only way to know if God is calling you to the priesthood
is to begin to discern His call.
What is Discernment?
Discernment is the process by which we pray and reflect on
what God wants us to do with our lives. As Blessed John Henry
Newman said, ‘God has created me to do him some definite service.
He has committed some work to me which He has not committed to
another.’ So discernment is essentially a process of discovery,
where we find out who and what God is calling us to be. We have
a service to fulfil, which in turn will make our lives more fulfilled.
How do I discern?
The best first step in this, sometimes difficult process, is to follow
the words of the Lord said to those whom He calls in Scripture,
“Be not afraid!” Whether it was an angel announcing good news,

or Christ speaking to His disciples, God’s first words are often “Be
not afraid!” once you are open to hearing the Lord speak to your
heart, the process of discernment can begin. Discernment must
involve prayer, the willingness to seek out quiet in an otherwise
noisy world, a desire to know God’s will for your life. All men
should be open to the fact that God may be calling them to
serve Him as one of His priests.
Discernment can never be done alone, it must always have a
communal and ecclesial dimension, because no vocation in the
Church is ever “private”. Why not contact one of the team who
will be able to help you discern your vocation in life?
‘God has created me to do him some definite service. He has
committed some work to me which He has not committed to
another. I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but
I shall be told it in the next.’ Blessed John Henry Newman

What has God created you for?
Prayer for Vocations:

Lord of the Harvest, Heavenly Father, your Son
Jesus Christ taught us to pray for labourers to
be sent into your great harvest. In this Year of
Priestly Vocations in the Diocese of Lancaster
we ask you to stir up in men’s hearts your call
to the priesthood. Send your Holy Spirit, so that
those you call will know how to respond with a
generous heart. Father, raise up from among us
holy and zealous priests so that the Gospel may
be preached, the poor may be served with love,
those who are suffering may be comforted and
your people may be strengthened by the
Sacraments. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Pray for us. St John Vianney, Pray for us.

Do not be afraid...Think Priesthood!
For further information with regard to vocations to the
priesthood contact one of the team:
Vocations Director
Fr. Darren Carden
Email: priest@lancastervocations.org
Tel: 01772719604
Mobile: 07552795060

Assistant Vocations Director
Fr. John Millar
Email: jwmillar1@gmail.com
Tel: 01228521509
Facebook: Lancaster Vocations
Twitter: @LancVoc
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A Year to Remember
Martin's

The Funeral Directors
188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston
1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge

Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor W. Martin Wootton
Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service
from a private family owned
and run firm

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years
259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020
www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Lytham celebrates 175th Anniversary
T

he end of July brought to a close a year of celebration for
St Peter’s, Lytham.

The year included lots of events including the unveiling of a
plaque at Lytham Hall where the story of the parish of St Peter’s
began; an Ecumenical Songs of Praise on the Feast Day of St
Peter & St Paul; a Flower and Music Festival; Mass celebrated by
Bishop Campbell when the peal of 6 bells were rung for the first
time in many years; a parish Ball; an exhibition of the history of
the parish, the events capped by Jenny Pope being selected for
Rose Queen at the famous Lytham Club Day.
On sale now is a book by parishioner Sue Shakespeare entitled
‘The History of the Catholic Faith in Lytham since 1190’. This book
charts how the worshipping community developed around a
small Benedictine cell established in the grounds of Lytham Hall
and grew through Penal times and beyond culminating in the
building of the present church and current activities. The cost of
the book is £7.50 with proceeds going to the St Peter's Bell
Restoration Fund. If you would like to order a copy, please visit
www.stpetersoflytham.org.uk or telephone Christine Entwistle on
01253 722353.
Christine Entwistle
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Offering Hope to People in Prison
M

BOOK REVIEW – NOT QUITE ALL THERE
asy to read in a conversational
style, certainly vivid, at times
entertaining but always thoughtful
and provoking best describe this
selection of short homilies by one our
PPs Fr Anthony Keefe who currently
ministers to St. Thomas the Apostle,
Claughton and Ss Mary and James at
Scorton.

E

The title of the book might make you
think that the author is slightly ‘off the
wall’ or quirky but on the contrary that
couldn’t be further from the truth. The
title in fact reflects that all of us are
‘Not Quite All There’ and there is an
on-going need for us all to deepen
our relationship with God.
Take for instance this opening
paragraph from a homily on ‘To be the
same as Jesus Christ’: “In your minds, you
must be the same as Christ Jesus.” Oh
heck! Am I? Are you? Am I heck as like. Are

you heck as like. What would it involve?
St Paul spells it out: total self-emptying in
love, giving up His status, giving up His
life, all in self-abandoning love for an
ungrateful human race. Are we even
slightly like that? Maybe. Maybe not.
Probably, much more unlike than like.
This particular homily concludes:
The time will come in all our lives when
doing God’s will provides a challenge and
we will meet that challenge far better if
we have struggled along the way. After all,
the ultimate challenge is to be ‘the same
as Christ Jesus’ and that will involve a
lifelong struggle.

any prisoners (as many as one
in four) in a Youth Offenders
Institution are held in conditions
bordering on solitary confinement
spending 23 hours out of 24 confined
to their cells according to the Howard
League for Prison Reform.

prisoners struggle on their own. Roman
Catholic Prison Chaplains are begging
for Catholic Bibles and other catechetical
resources to support the prisoners in
their care in their journey of faith, a
faith re awakened by their time inside
and away from home.

‘One in four boys in Feltham Prison is
spending 23 hours a day locked up in his
cell in conditions which amount to solitary
confinement’. HM Inspector of Prisons

“Thank you for the Catholic Bible. It is
beautiful and has helped me with my faith.
It has been a long journey and it has put me
on the track to rightness, faith, hope and
goodness” Mark HMP Isle of Wight

This situation is widespread in our prisons
as reported by HM Chief Inspector in
February in his report on Rochester YOI
and by the Prison Reform Trust in their
report ‘Strangeways 25 years on’ in March:
‘A prisoner who is unemployed because there
is no activity available for him might spend
22 hours a day, and eat all his meals, with
another prisoner in a small cell designed for
one, perhaps eight foot by six foot, with an
unscreened toilet’ HM Chief Inspector of
Prisons
Against this background, prayer groups
become very difficult to organise, and

Catholic Truth Society
Prison Appeal 2015
So far the appeal has raised just over
£12,000 of the target of £30,000 by
Christmas 2015. There is some way to go!
For further information about the CTS
Prison Appeal 2015 or the CTS please
contact Moira Forrester Fundraising and
Liaison Officer :
Tel no
Website
Email

020 7640 0042
www.ctsbooks.org
fundraising@ctsbooks.org

So if your spiritual life is in need of a
battery charge then you could do no
better than acquiring this little book
of homily gems.
Published by Blessed Hope publishing,
ISBN 978-3-639-50076-9.

Deacons on Retreat
ine deacons from across the
Diocese gathered at Whalley Abbey
for a retreat guided by Rev. Deacon
Vincent Purcell from Hexham &
Newcastle Diocese.

N

Many references were made to
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel).
We were invited to look at ourselves in the
mirror that the world holds up to the
Church to see if we recognised what is
being shown to us and try to put together
our own response. Vincent used the word
acedia which basically is about no longer
caring that we don’t care. A very challenging
thought. And one that we should all ask
ourselves, are we are guilty of acedia?
To help us walk through this disturbing
concept, disturbing in the sense of the
Waters of Bethseda (Jn 5:7), we looked
at personal vocations, myths about
vocations, the daily Decalogue of Pope St.
John XXIII, the complementary opposites
of discipleship and growing to become
‘Spirit-filled evangelisers’.
A vocation is less about a specific role
and more about the way of life we called
to be in the many roles we carry in our
lives. Self-acceptance and self-denial are
complementary opposites of discipleship.
A healthy self-acceptance is very
important so that we can love our
neighbour as our self and self-denial is
a positive action because we do deny

ourselves something for the sake of Christ
and the Kingdom. Everything that we do
should be done for the greater glory of
God. Those taught by the Jesuits will
surely remember each new piece of work
was prefixed AMDG.
During the course of the retreat we were
thinking about a motto that we might use
that will help us if we realise that we have
become a little staid. The mottos are
obviously very personal but I can share
these as possibilities: ‘I chose you, you
did not choose me.’ ‘My Lord and my God’.
‘Father into your hands’. ‘Here I am Lord
I come to do your will’. The motto is a
personal reminder of what we are
about. It helps us to pick ourselves up,
dust ourselves down and start all over
again.
Our mornings started with an hour before
the Blessed Sacrament and Morning
Prayer. We also had Evening Prayer each
day. This was an absolute delight to
be praying together and the chapel
resounding to our singing. Fr. Andrew
Dawson who organised the retreat
celebrated two Masses for us and we
had a service of reconciliation.
There was time for us to socialise together
in the evening and enjoy the grounds of
the Abbey in the warm summer sunshine.
We are already looking forward to the next
retreat. Deo Gratias. Deacon Chris Barwise
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St Bede’s Carlisle
Blessing of the Memorial Benches

efore the end of the summer term St Bedes School,
Carlisle held a short service for the unveiling of two
memorial benches. The benches were the brainchild of
Mrs Harmon who wanted to provide an area that children
could enjoy a quiet moment or two or chat to their
friends.

B

Year 5 students read a poem in appreciation of all teachers
before Fr Jim Allen conferred his blessing on the benches.
Following prayers the hymn ‘We are one in the Spirit’ was
sung.
Louise McMillan, Headteacher

A Transformative
Retreat
for Lent

5 day Lourdes
by air from Manchester
departing 30/5/2016
from £550 staying at the
4* Paradis Hotel

Mon 22 to Tues 1st
March 2016

Monastery of Our
Lady of Hynning,
Carnforth
For further details
contact
Contemplative
Outreach UK.
e-mail: infocouk@
btinternet.com
Telephone:
07730794250

Group Bookings
now being taken for

2016
2016 Pilgrimages to Lourdes * Rome * Assisi
* The Holy Land * Poland * Fatima
6515

Christmas in Lourdes
6 days departing 22nd December 2015
No overnight travel
3* Hotel America Lourdes
£365 per person sharing £395 per person in single room

CALL NOW FOR A FREE FULL COLOUR BROCHURE
768 Manchester Road | Castleton | Rochdale OL11 3AW

0844 855 1844

www.options-travel.co.uk

Mass Listings – October 2015
Every Sunday at 6.00 pm
Our Lady & St Joseph, Carlisle
Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am, Low Mass
(except First Friday 7.00 pm)
Please note new time
Saturdays: 10.30 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

SAINT WALBURGE’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH
OCTOBER DEVOTIONS

Sunday October 18th at 3.00 pm
Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
St Peter's Cathedral, Lancaster
Sunday October 25th at 10.30 am
Feast of Christ the King
Sung Mass for the Institute’s titular feast
with Act of Consecration of the Human Race
& Plenary Indulgence
St Walburge, Preston

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road,
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.
Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin
Telephone: 01524 412987
Email: lancasterlms@gmail.com
Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com

Rosary & Benediction
every day at 6 pm
(except Saturday 5 pm)

ADULT FAITH FORMATION TALKS
Tuesday 13th October, 7.30 pm
Tuesday 27th October, 7.30 pm
"Our Life in Christ: Living the Law of Love"
Weston Street – Preston – PR2 2QE
www.stwalburge.org

To advertise please contact
Caroline on 01223

969506

or email carolineg@cathcom.org
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Who? Me?
“How did you know you had a vocation?”
t’s a question people love to ask. My
answer is simple: “I knew because
everyone has a vocation: me, you, David
Beckham, the post-lady and the boy next
door.” The question is not whether you
are called, but to what.

I

Let's be more specific. Everyone is called
to a life of love and service, of God (even if
they don't realise it) and of others. Human
beings were made for this, and this is the
only way we will flourish. But we must each
live this in a concrete way.
•

Many of us are called through baptism
to be faithful to the Trinitarian God we
know through Jesus Christ.

•

Many are called to the mutual love
and service of marriage, and of caring
for a family.

•

Others are called to be single,
temporarily or permanently, and to
use their availability for different
forms of loving.

•

Some feel a call to the kind of job that
is already shaped by the ideal of
service, such as teaching or nursing.

•

Others make ordinary jobs vocational
through the love, care and attention
they bring to the task.

•

Some of us are called to specific
lifelong vocations within the Church,
as priests or deacons, monks or nuns,
canons or canonesses, friars or sisters,
consecrated individuals, or members
of secular institutes. But such
vocations only make sense because of
the same general truths about human
beings: we are all called to love and to
serve, and God, in his providence, has
a plan for each and every one of us.

So how do we each find our specific
calling? Again, religious life is not so very
different from other possibilities. How do

you know whom to marry? One couple I
know even “met” in hospital as new-born
babies. Others have been introduced by
friends, or used an internet dating agency.
For some it is love at first sight, others
take months or even years to make their
decision. Similarly with work. One child
might set her heart on being a doctor at
the age of six. Another may need to grow
up and try several jobs before finding the
one that fits.
Everyone has a story to tell. Priests and
religious are no different from the rest.
Brother Michael read about his Order in a
history book and fell in love with its ideals.
Sr. Jane was taught by nuns and realised
she wanted to be like them. Fr William felt
completely content working in a bank
until he visited a monastery by chance and
knew in an instant that that was where he
should be. Mother Elizabeth had spent
several years visiting communities and
comparing them before she made her
choice. Fr Tom became aware as a boy that
he wanted to live as closely to Jesus as
possible, and saw the priesthood as an
ideal way of doing that.
“How did you know you had a religious
vocation?” People may ask the question
out of curiosity, or scepticism, or to
confirm their own faith. But some ask for
a very serious reason: because they are
searching themselves. To people like
that, I would say, “Don't look for a magic
formula.” The Lord calls each person in the
way that suits him or her. There is only one
cardinal rule: spend time in prayer. Really
listen, try to be as open as possible. The
Lord may want you to be a missionary on
the other side of the world – or he may just
be asking you to be truly open to his plans
and then provide the person you are
meant to marry. Pray, listen, consult your
wisest friends, trust, and be open. The
way will become clear. Only one thing is
certain: you are called to love and to serve.
Sr Margaret Atkins, Canoness of St. Augustine
Photo Sr. Margaret pictured front left
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Wake Up
the World!
Year of the
Consecrated
Life

ope Francis, himself a religious, calls
on all his sisters and brothers in
Consecrated Life to “Wake up the World!”
And to mark this special year the
Women Together in the Diocese of
Lancaster organised a day with the
theme Consecrated Life: Sign, Call and
Challenge for the Church Today.

P

We prayed together about the mystery of
the baptism of Jesus aware that it is in that
great Sacrament that we, too, are called
the beloved daughters and sons of the
Father “in whom is all my love”. We are
loved, gifted, chosen and sent to share
that love with others. We pondered the
Mystery of the Church in the light of the
wisdom given us through Vatican II’s
LUMEN GENTIUM. We saw that instead
of seeing the Church as a pyramid, a
structural and administrative model that
left the laity at the bottom of the pile, we
were given our dignity as the community
of the People of God and that ALL are
called to holiness. But within that
communion the Holy Spirit pours out a
wonderful variety of gifts – charisms and
the story of the development of different
forms of consecrated life in the Church
illustrates this.
Pope Francis describes succinctly what is
common to all forms of Consecrated Life
as the Holy Spirit inspires them. “God, in
his Spirit, calls certain individuals to follow
Christ more closely, to translate the Gospel
into a particular way of life, to read the
signs of the times with the eyes of faith
and to respond creatively to the needs of
the Church.”
And addressing young Religious in 2013
he said “In calling you God says to you:
‘you are important to me. I love you. I am
counting on you.’ Jesus says this to each one
of us! Joy is born from that! The joy of the
moment in which Jesus looked at me…Feeling
loved by God we know that it is he who is
calling us.”
Chris Doyle spoke to us about her call as
a Consecrated Virgin and how there are
many Consecrated Virgins and Widows in
England and indeed world-wide, though
they are not so well known as long established religious orders.
Sister Maria Whistock from the Monastery
of Our Lady of Hyning Hall told us about
her Benardine Cistercian community of
‘female monks’, so-called because there is
no other English word for them.

Father John McGowan ODC represented
the Discalced Carmelite tradition,
celebrating this year the 500th anniversary
since the birth of their Foundress, St
Teresa of Avila.
Sister Anthony from Nazareth House had
an amusing personal story to share and
explained how her congregation was
related to the Little Sisters of the Poor.
Sister Zela said she was wearing two hats
when she spoke. She told us not only
about the Ursuline Sisters founded by
Saint Angela Merici in the sixteenth
century, an age when women had so little
freedom, but she also described the
Secular Ursulines, women who are
consecrated to God but who live their
calling in ordinary life, not in a religious
community.
Sister Mary Pierre Jean, Religious
Sisters of Mercy of Alma said that even
though her Order have only been in the
diocese for less than two years they are
already involved in diocesan life in a
number of ways including University
Chaplaincy and the Diocesan Office for
Evangelisation.
The day was organised in response to
Pope Francis apostolic letter which
called on all the members of the Church
“to experience this Year above all as a
moment of thanksgiving to the Lord and
grateful remembrance for all the gifts we
continue to receive…I ask all of you to draw
close to these men and women, to rejoice
with them, to share their difficulties and to
assist them…Let them know the affection
and warmth which the entire Christian
people feels for them.” There was a
wonderful atmosphere of warmth and
appreciation amongst all who came
and we were blessed in being able to
celebrate the Eucharist together in the
Cathedral.
Bishop Michael presided and heartened
us in his reflection on the day’s readings.
He also came to meet us over lunch
which was bountifully provided for us
by the Cathedral Social Centre team.
The day concluded with a beautiful
power-point presentation created by
Sister Mary Elizabeth ODC which drew
together in pictures, photographs and
words the often hidden life, witness and
ministry of consecrated life in the diocese.
Philomena Grimley SHCJ
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Outstanding Appeal

Thanks to
Miss Goddard

n atmosphere of joy and gratitude filled St Peter’s
Cathedral as pupils, parents, parishioners, friends, staff
and clergy gathered with Bishop Campbell to give thanks to
God for the work of Miss Anne Goddard.

A

orpus Christi Catholic High School, Preston has been
congratulated by Rosa Trelfa of Cafod, for their
outstanding response to the 2015 Lenten appeal.

C

The school raised £2,953.09, which will be matched by the
Government to generate a substantial £5,906.18 in support of
CAFOD’s work. The amount collected is the highest amount ever
raised for CAFOD by a school in the Lancaster Diocese.
Numerous World Gifts including a water supply with the potential
to benefit over 225 people, together with medical outreach and
various animal stocks have been chosen and purchased by each
Year group to help and support many families and communities
in the developing world.
There were many fund raising events throughout Lent including
a special staff ‘Get Me Out Of Here! Bush Tucker Trial’ together with
a staff and pupils ‘Stars in Their Eyes’ school talent competition
which were both very entertaining for all and well supported.
Also a prolific amount of baking by both pupils and many parents
provided numerous successful and delicious ‘Cake Sales’.
John Scarborough

Mr Hubbard, headteacher said that:

“

The fundraising had
exceeded all his
expectations. Pupils
and staff are to be
congratulated for their
hard work in support of
our Lenten appeal this
year, which has raised a
tremendous amount in
support of those who have
much less material wealth
than we have.

For the last ten years, Miss Goddard has been Headteacher of
the Cathedral Primary School and before this held the same
position in other schools around the country. Her teaching
vocation spans 42 years and the celebration in July was a
wonderful tribute to this.
In his homily, Canon Luiz Ruscillo reminded us of the unique
role of Catholic schools in making Jesus a reality in the lives of
our young people and their families and this is Miss Goddard’s
legacy. For Miss Goddard, the essence of life in a Catholic school
is giving witness to Christ and everything that is done and
achieved is a result of this.
It was fitting to so many people of all ages gathered together to
celebrate Mass in thanksgiving for all that Miss Goddard has
brought to their lives. Bishop Michael thanked Miss Goddard for
her work as a Catholic Headteacher and educator in the Diocese
of Lancaster.
We thank God for her vocation and the vocation of all who work
tirelessly to bring Christ to the lives of the families who are
served in our Catholic schools. Mrs Claire Dickinson, Headteacher

