
Anniversary of the Dedication of Lancaster Cathedral, 2nd October 2016 

(1K 8:22-23; 27-30. Hebrews 12:18-19; 22-24. Luke 19:1-10.) 

HOMILY 

 
 
In his great prayer at the dedication of the Temple in Jerusalem, which took place almost one 
thousand years before the coming of Christ, King Solomon prayed that the eyes of the Lord God 
would always look down on this holy place, and that he would always hear the prayers of his people 
as they turned to him.  We are recalling in our liturgy today the dedication of our own Temple, our 
cathedral, under the patronage of St. Peter, and the mother church of the diocese of Lancaster.  Our 
cathedral is a holy place, where we meet Christ the Saviour in prayer and in worship, and like the 
tax-collector in the gospel, where God’s grace and salvation come to us.  The Lord said of Zacchaeus 
“Today salvation has come to this house”, and each time we gather here as a worshipping community 
salvation comes to each and to all of us.  We should not doubt that our prayers are heard. 
 
When we pass through the door of this cathedral we are reminded of our birth-right given to us by 
God himself; through our baptism we are first-born sons and daughters of God, empowered to take 
part in and offer the holy sacrifice of the Mass. In this consecrated place all worldly distinctions and 
differences of class and status are laid aside, our dignity comes from God and his Son, Jesus Christ. 
That is the message which the second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews is conveying to us. We 
discover our importance when we enter this holy place, and the good Lord looks kindly on us. 
 
Sunday after Sunday we listen to the story of what God has done for us, our faith is renewed, our 
hope is strengthened, and through the reception of the Lord’s body and blood in the Holy Eucharist 
we grow in love for him, while trying to reach out in love to others. At the conclusion of our Mass 
we are sent out to bring Christ and his message of peace to the world. We are his messengers in the 
circumstances of our daily lives, be it at work, at home, at leisure, or wherever we find ourselves. We 
are sent out in Christ’s name to be neighbours to the world. 
 
The anniversary of the Dedication of the Cathedral gives us pause for reflection. We recall past 
generations who have prayed and worshipped here – bishops, clergy and faithful people, now gone 
ahead of us in faith, and whom we remember prayerfully. They have handed on the precious gift of 
the faith to us for which we are deeply grateful.  Now it is our task to pass on that same faith to the 
next generation who will come after us.  With gratitude to God for the privileged place that is St. 
Peter’s Cathedral, we pray for the coming of his Kingdom and that his will may be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven.  Amen. 
 
+Michael G Campbell OSA 
Bishop of Lancaster 

 


