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The Lord did not promise his disciples an easy time as we listen to his words in that gospel passage from St. 
Luke. They would meet with opposition, even persecution, from the powers and rulers of this world, and 
some of them would even suffer martyrdom because of Christ. More than that, there would be disturbing 
news about wars and uprisings and everything that results from such things.    Even the magnificent 
Temple in Jerusalem was destined to be destroyed.  Yet a note of reassurance runs through it all. The 
disciples are not to be afraid or dismayed, for they will have in their defence the Holy Spirit which no 
human power can withstand. He assures them that in all this travail not a single hair of their head will 
perish. What the Lord Jesus asks of them are patience and endurance. 
 
As we apply these words to our own daily lives we are called to trust in the Lord and his sovereign power 
over the universe, and over each one of us in particular. Our world can seem chaotic at times as the media 
conveys so much to us which we would rather not hear. Perhaps our own personal lives might feel shaky 
for any number of reasons, we worry, we are anxious, we fear for the future. We are, however, not to be 
unduly worried. Christ through his cross and resurrection has triumphed over all that can threaten us and 
our world. The lesson from today’s gospel is that we are not to be afraid, we are to stay calm.  As the 
apostle Paul advises us, we are to go on living quietly, minding our own business, and in that way we are 
carrying out the will of the Lord. 
 
November is a month of memories when we remember our dead, and today with the nation we mark 
Remembrance Day.  Pope Francis would also have us remember that the Jubilee Year of Mercy is almost at 
an end. The Holy Father would stress that this does not mean that the divine mercy now ceases. The 
infinite mercy and love of God is for all times and seasons, and Jesus Christ is the human face of that 
mercy.  Unlike our human version of mercy, God’s mercy knows no bounds, it is unlimited. May we 
continue to experience the effects of God’s mercy each day of our lives until we receive its fullness when 
the Lord returns in his glory.  
 
I end with a quotation from a sermon of Saint Augustine, who said to his people, (Comm. Ps.95; 14,15) 
“These are the offerings most pleasing to God: mercy, humility, praise, peace, charity. Let us carry these 
with us and then we can confidently await the arrival of the judge, who will judge the world in 
righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.”  Amen!   
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